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Viz, 


»,  A  fliort  Eflay  on  the  Corn-trade 
and  the  Corn-laws,  containing, 
a  general  relation  ot  the  prefent 
method  .  of  carrying  on  the 
Corn-trade,  and  the  Purport  of 
the  Laws  relating  thereto  in  this 
Kingdom,  firft  printed  in  1758. 

3,  Confiderations  on  the  Laws  re- 
lating to  the  Importation  and 
Exportation  of  Corn,  being  an 
inquiry  what  akerarion  may  be 
made  in  thtm  far  the  benefit  of 
the  Public,  wrote  in  the  begin 
iiing  of  the  year  1759. 


3.  A  Colleflion  of  Papers  relativ* 
to  the  Price,  Exportation,  and 
Importation  of  Corn,  with  fome 
Obfervations  and  Calculations, 
Shewing  what  the  Nation  may 
be  luppofedto  have  gained  by 
giving  the  Bounty  on  the  Ex- 
portation, what  the  quantity  ef 
each  fort  of  Corn  annually  Con^ 
fumed,  Exported,  Impoitec^,  and 
Grown  may  amount  to,  and  the 
Proportions  they  feverally  bear 
each  to  t^e  other. 
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GENERAL 

PREFACE. 

^HE  publifhing  the  Essay  in  1758,  and  wri- 
"^  ting  the  Considerations  in  1759,  though 
the  laft  was  then  communicated  only  to  a  few,  were 
the  occafion  of  many  papers^  relative  to  Corn,  be- 
ing communicated  to  the  Author,  which  he  had 
never  heard  of  before ;  and  thofe^  as  they  in  gene- 
ral tended  to  confirm  and  flrengthen  many  of  the 
fa<Sts  and  obfervations  contained  in  thefaid  Works, 
induced  him  to  procure  as  many  more  as  poflible, 
and  by  thefe  means  he  became  pofiefTed  of  what  ap- 
peared to  him  a  valuable  Colle^ion,  in  that  it  proved 
from  fadfsy  the  great  propriety  and  utility  of,  and' 
benefits  that  have  arifen  from  our  Corn-laws^  which 
are  not  the  work  of  a  day,  but  were  framed  by  flow 
digreis^  and  are  founded  on  an  experience  of  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  years,  which  elapfed  while  they 
were  bringing  to  their  prefent  ftate,  viz.  irom  1534, 
35  H.  8.  to  1738,  II  G.  2.  fmce  when  they  have 
not  been  altered  although  they  have  had  fome  tempo- 
rary fufpenfions  *. 

For  which  reafons,  and  as  many  papers  in  the 
Colle6lion  appeared  too  valuable  to  be  loft,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  communicate  them  to  the  Public ;  and,  if 
poiTible,  though  this  feemed  very  difficult,  to  range 
them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  fhew  their  connection, 
make  them  intelligible,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
throw  light  on  each  other,  and  on  the  two  firft  men- 
tioned Trads,  which,  in  general,  were  well  ap- 
proved 

*  See  lift  of  Statutes,  pages  44  and  45, 
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proved.  How  far  this  is  done,  as  well  as  of  the  va- 
lue of  the  papers  themfelves,  and  of  what  utility  the 
pubiifhing  them  may  be,  the  Public  will  judge,  on 
whofe  candour  the  Author  relies  for  any  miftakcs  he 
may  have  made,  and  the  many  repetitions  which 
will  be  found  in  the  performance ;  fome  of  which 
are  cafual,  but  much  the  greater  part  were  made 
with  a  view  that  the  Reader  might,  as  much  as  poffi- 
ble,  conftantly  have  the  whole  matter  he  is  reading 
of  before  him,  without  being  referred  j  which  yet, 
after  all,  will  be  found  too  frequently  the  cafe. 

Whenever  any  thing  is  faid  relative  to  the  Corn- 
trade,  efpecially  if  it  contains  pr^pafah  for  making 
any  alteration  in  the  Corn-lawsy  it  fliould  be  well 
weighed,  and  the  reafons  given  for  making  the  al- 
teration well  and  maturely  confidered  before  any  re- 
gard is  paid  thereto,  for  the  Corn-trade  is  of  a  very 
comprehenfive  nature  and  very  few,  if  any,  2xq  fully 
jmaiiers  of  the  fubjecSis,  the  good  management  of 
which  is  of  the  iitmoji  confequence  to  the  Public  \ 
befides,  every  man  is  liable  to  be  miftaken,  mifm- 
formed,  and  mifled,  and  the  Author,  after  all  his 
care,  and  the  helps  he  hath  been  favoured  with,  is 
very  fenfiblc  that  this  may  be  his  own  cafe,  and 
therefore,  in  his  attempts  toexplain  our  Corn-laws^  and 
hinting  wherein  he  thinks  they  may  be  improved, 
hath  given  his  reafons  for  every  material  thing  he  hath 
advanced,  of  which  the  Reader  will  judge,  whon> 
he  begs  leave  to  affure,  that,  in  this  publication,  his 
prmcipal  view  is  by  explaining  the  Corn-trade  and 
Corn-laws  to  contribute  v^hat  little  is  in  his  power 
tov/ards  keeping  Corn  continually  at  fuch  a  modtraU 
price  as  may  be  within  the  reach  of  the  labourer  and  in-^ 
duftricus  poor^ 
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Containing 

A  general  Relation  of  the  prefent  Method  of 
carrying  on  the  Corn-trade,  and  the  Purport 
of  the  Laws  relating  thereto  in  this  King- 
dom. 
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THE 

PREFACE*. 

IT  may  juftly  he  quejiioned^  whether  many  of  the 
late  Writers^  who  have  communicated  their 
thoughts  to  the  Public  concerning  the  Corn-tradey 
have  not  conjidered  the  affair  in  too  reft  rained 
a  light ;  as  alfo  whether  the  alterations  they  pro- 
fofe  in  the  method  of  carrying  on  this  Trade,  and 
the  amendments  they  would  make  in  the  Laws 
relating  thereto^  would  fuit  any  other  than  par  - 
ticular  Places^ 

It  is  a  quite  different  thing  to  make  Laws  for 
the  regulation  of  Trade  in  one  particular  town^ 
and  to  make  Laws  for  regulating  fo  confiderahle 
a  l^rade  as  that  of  Corn  is  throughout  fo  large-^^ 
kingdom  as  this  of  Great  Britain  •,  which  muft  he 
acknowledged  by  all^  who  conftder  how  much  the 
annual  produce  in  many  'places  falls  fhort  of  the 
general  confumption  of  the  inhabitants^  whilft  in 
others  it  exceeds  it, 

Thefe  confiderations  have  given  rife  to  the 
following  Effay  ;  wherein  is  laid  down  a  general^ 
hut  fair  relation^  in  what  method  the  Corn- trade 
is  at  prejent  carried  on  in  thefe  kingdoms ;  together 
with  the  Laws  relating  thereto :  and  till  the  na^ 
ture  and  method  of  carrying  on  this  buftnefs  in 
general  is  well  under jiood^  it  is  hardly  poffible  to 
make  Laws  for  its  regulation  with  any  proha» 
bility  of  Succefs. 

♦  This  it  verbatim  as  ia  175S. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

IN  this  edition  fome  paragraphs  are  added, 
**•  which  are  marked  thus  f  j  the  lift  of  the 
Statutes  is  continued  to  1765,  feveral  notes, 
references,  and  a  table  of  contents  are  added, 
and  the  whole  is  revifed  and  corredled  by  the 
Author. 
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E      S      S      AY 


ON    THE 

CORN  TRADE, 

AND 

CORN     LAWS. 

LTHOUGH  It  be  the  general 
opinion,  that  the  prefent  dearnefs 
of  Corn  arifes  principally  from  the 
Avarice  of  the  Farmers  and  ini- 
quity of  the  Fa6lors,  Merchants, 
Millers,  Bakers  and  Dealers  in 
Corn  ;  yet  there  is  caufe  to  believe,  that  it  arifes 
chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  from  a  real  fcarcity,  occafi- 
oned  by  the  fhoic  crops,  vi^hich  for  three  or  four 
years  paft  have  been  in  the  weft,  and  northweft  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  and  from  the  general  Ihortnefs  of 
the  crop  throughout  the  v/hole  kingdom  in  the  year 
1756.  For  fuppofmg  the  crop  of  the  laft  year  1757 
to  have  been  as  good  as  the  fine  profpe»3:  in  the  field 
promifed,  v/hich  there  is  reafon  to  doubt,  much  of 
it  being  lighter,  by  two  or  three  pounds  in  a  Bulhel, 
th^n  in  line  years,    from   the   Blight  or  Mildew 

brought 
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brought  on  by  the  dry  weather,  it  would  not  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  red uc3e  the  Price  much,  or  foon,  as  little  or 
no  old  Stock  was  left  remaining,  arid  of  courfe  a 
much  larger  quantity  of  this  year's  growth  muft  be 
already  confumed  than  is  ufual  at  this  Time  of  the 
year.  To  confirm  thefe  obfervations,  if  we  recur 
to  former  Times,  we  fhall  find  that  in  the  year  1693 
Wheat  rofe  from  2I.  6s.  to  3I.  7s.  per  quarter,  and 
was  not  much  under  that  price,  except  in  1695^ 
when  it  was  2I.  13s.  till  1700,  when  it  came  down 
to  40s.  In  1709  Wheat  rofe  from  2I.  is.  6d. 
to  3I.  1 8s.  6d.  at  which  Price,  within  fixpence,  it 
continued  the  next  year,  and  was  not  fo  low  as  40s. 
till  1 7 18.  In  1740  Wheat  rofe  to  2I.  15s.  from 
il.  17s,  6d.  and  though  the  clamour  was  at  that 
time  as  much  againft  Farmers,  &c.  as  it  now  is,  and 
the  harveft  of  1741  was  good,  both  as  to  quantity 
and  quality,  yet  Wheat  was  at  2I.  7s.  throughout 
that  year;  though  in  1742  it  came  down  to  il.  12s. 
and  after  that  continued  declining,  and  was  cheap  to 

1745- 

But  how  reafonable  foever  this  may  fcem,  yet  it 

muft  be  owned  that  the  general  opinion,  even  amongft 
many  perfons  of  rank  and  charadter,  appears  to  be 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  queftion.  The  dearnefs 
of  Corn  is  felt;  and  how  to  bring  the  Corn-trade 
under  fuch  regulations  for  the  future,  as  to  prevent 
the  like  diftrefs  hereafter,  is  under  the  confideration 
of  the  Parliament.  And  we  may  juftly  expe6t  from 
the  integrity  and  abilities  of  the  honourable  perfons 
to  whom  this  affair  is  committed,  that  the  bufinefs 
of  the  Corn-trade  will  be  thoroughly  examined, 
from  the  firft  throwing  of  the  feed  into  the  ground, 
to  the  Confumption  of  the  product  in  bread   and 

drink 
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drink,  or  the  Exportation  of  fuch  part  of  it  as  may 
at  any  time  be  conveniently  fpared  ;  as  aifo  that  the 
feveral  Laws  which,  fmce  Edward  vi.  have  been 
made  in  relation  thereto,  with  the  good  or  bad  efFe6ts 
they  have  had,  and  wherein  and  why  the  expectations 
of  thtm  have  been  anfwered  or  failed,  will  be  care- 
fLilly  enquired  into  and  examined,  and  the  Laws 
themfelves  in  confequence  thereof  be  either  confirmed 
or  amended.'^ 

Corn  is  to  be  confidered  both  as  a  Food  and  Mer- 
chandife.  The  providing  it  either  by  growing  or 
importing,  its  prefervation  for  ufe  or  fale,  the  pre- 
paration of  it  for  Food  by  grinding  and  baking,  the 
fixing,  or  rather  declaring,  the  price  of  bread,  and 
wJiat  weight  the  fame  fhould  be  of  according  to  the 
price  of  Corn,  are  particulars  which  have  at  all  times, 
and  in  all  places,  been  more  or  lefs  the  care  of  the  Le^ 
giflature,  and  fallen  under  the  direction  of  the  Civil 
M<2gifimte  II ,  The  Parliaments  of  this  kingdom,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  Statute-book,  have  frequently  had  this 
matter  under  their  confideration,  and  generally 
treated  it  in  the  view  we  have  mentioned  above,  both 
as  Food  and  MerchandifeX*  In  almoft  every  Statute 
which  attempts  any  regulation  in  thisTrade,we  mayvi- 
iibly  difcern  they  have  endeavoured  to  order  it  fo,  that, 
while  they  were  guarding  againft  any  thing  which 
might  tend  to  diftipfs  the  poor.  Tillage  fhould  not  be 

difcouraged. 

*  No  alteration  was  made, 

II  See  an  account  of  the  care  taken  in  mofl  civilized 
nations,  l^c.  by  the  Rev.  Rich.  Onely,  fold   by  Haivkinsy 

X  The  Author  of  Les  Inter ets  de  la  France  thinks  it 
was  never  feen  in  this  light  till  1660,  fee  Supp.  chap. 
2.  fee.  3.  but  the  Statutes  prove  the  contrary. 
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difcouraged.  To  this  End  they  have  generally  fixed 
the  prices  at  which  all  perfons  might  buy  and  lay  up 
Corn,  or  export  it ;  and  feem  to  have  endeavoured, 
by  all  poflible  means,  to  make  the  People  fee  it  in 
the  fame  light ;  having  in  the  fpace  of  feventy-nine 
years,  beginning  with  1548,  the  5th  of  Edward  vi.) 
and  ending  with  1627,  the  3d  of  Charles  i.  pafled; 
eight  feveral  Ads,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  lift  at  the 
end  of  this  treatife,  in  which  they  have  encreafed 
the  Exportation-price  from  6s.  8d.  equal  to  20s. 
of  our  Money,  to  32s.  the  quarter.  How  this 
Trade  was  managed  during  the  Civil  War  doth  not 
appear.  But  on  the  reftoration,  in  1660,  the  Ex- 
portation-price was  immediately  fet  at  40s.  the 
quarter.  In  1663,  only  three  years  after,  it  was 
carried  to  48s.  By  this  law,  it  was  enabled,  that 
when  Wheat  doth  not  exceed  that  price,  all  and 
every  perfon  may  buy,  lay  up  and  keep  the  fame, 
and  fell  it  again,  under  fuch  regulations  as  by  the 
faid  A6i  are  laid  down  :  which  AQ.  appears  to  have 
anfweredthe  intentions  of  the  Legiflature,  as  Wheat, 
which  for  20  years  befQre,viz.  from  1646  to  1666,  had 
been  on  the  average  2I.  17s.  5d.  y  per  quarter, .  was 
for  20  years  after,  viz.  from  3666  to  1686  only 
2I.  6s.  3d.  per  quarter  on  the  average.:  and  this 
was  a  virtual  repeal  of  the  Ads  5  and  6  of  Edward 
VI.  and  5  Elizabeth^  fo  far  at  leaft  as  they  regard  Lir 
cenfing  till  Wheat  is  48s.  for,  doubtlefs,  upon  paf- 
fmg  this  Act,  many  engaged  in  the  Corn-trade, 
who  were  not  qualified  to  take  out  Licenfes  by  the 
former  Statutes,  and  if  at  any  time  it  happened  th^t 
out  of,  or  between  the  quarter-feffions,  Wheat 
came  to  exceed  48s.  when  none  could  be  licenfed,  it 
^ould  not  be  fuppofed   that  all  buying  and  felling 

Corn 
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Corn  fhould  ceafe  till  Licenfes  could  be  granted ; 
nor  would  it  be  right  to  oblige  fuch,  who  were  not 
qualified  f  to  take  Licences  by  the  former  a6ls,  and 
jet  had  legally,  while  Wheat  was  under  48s.  by 
*  the  authority  and  under  the  protedion  of  this  aft, 
engaged  their  fortunes  in  this  trade,  immediately  to 
leave  off;  and  where  would  others  be  found,  who 
had  fufficient  knowledge,  or  were  difpofed  and  ready 
to  enter  into  this  trade,  which  any  might  again  re- 
fume  on  the  fall  of  the  prices  of  Grain. 

It  might  be  the  intent  of  the  propofers,  or  ma- 
kers of  this  Law,  15  Car,  11.  to  leave  the  Corn- 
trade,  as  it  hath  in  etleft  been  ever  fince,  free  and 
open  J,  and  fo  much  did  the  defire  of  making  Corn 
a  Merchandize  then  prevail,  that  in  the  year  1670 
an  z£k.  was  paiTed  allowing  Wheat  to  be  exported 
even  after  it  exceeded  48s.  paying  the  Cuftom^ 
from  which  Time  till  1688  the  average  price  of 
Wheat  was  2I.  6s.  a  quarter ;  in  which  year,  never- 
thelefs,  an  aft  .  was  palfed,  repealing  all  Cuftom, 
and  giving  a  Bounty  of  5s.  per  quarter  on  exporta- 
tion, *  till  it  fhould  exceed  48s.  the  quarter ;  after 
which,  till  1693,  Wheat,  on  the  average,  was 
36s.  3d.  per  quarter  only  ;  but  growing  and  con- 
tinuing dearer  till  1698,  the  Exportation  was  forbid 
for  one  year,  and  then,  for  9  months,  the  Bounty 
wasfufpended  ;  from  the  expiration  of  which  term, 
till  1709,  Wheat  continued  cheap,  the  average 
price  being  il.  14s.  5d.  per  quarter  j  but  in  that 
yearitrofeto  3I.  18s.  6d.  per  quarter,  and  expor- 
C  tation 

t  /.  e.  Is  or  hath  been  married,  an  houfeholder,  and 
thirty  years  of  age.  See  Stat.  5  El.  c.  12.  fee.  4  and  5. 

\  See  Supp.  ch.  2.  fee.  8.  how  free  and  open  ihe  French 
have  laid  the  Corn-trade  with  them. 

*  In  Englilh  Ships, 
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tation  was  again  prohibited  for  one  year ;  yet  Wheat 
was  never  under  40s.  till  17 18;  from  which  time, 
till  1725,  it  continued  under  that  price;  from  1725 
to  1730  it  was  on  the  average  2I.  7s.  8d.  and  in  the 
year  1729  an  z6k  was  pafled  regarding  the  Importa- 
tion, as  alfo  in  1732,  and  the  method  of  enquir- 
ing into  the  price,  in  order  to  fix  the  Duty  on  Im- 
portation, was  fettled.  From  1729  to  1740  the 
price  was  il.  15s.  7d.  per  quarter  ;  in  which  year 
the  price  was  2I.  15s.  and  the  Exportation  again 
prohibited  for  one  year.  It  continued  at  2I.  7s.  the 
following  year,  but  from  thence  to  1756  the  price 
was  il.  145.  3d.  In  the  latter  end  of  that  year,  and 
the  beginning  of  1757,  growing  exceffive  dear,  and 
great  difturbances  ariling  under  pretence  of  the  high 
price,  the  Parliament  again  took  the  affair  into  con- 
fideratlon,  and  pafled  one  a(9:  to  flop  the  Difiillery*, 
another  to  prohibit  for  a  year  the  Exportation**^  and 
a  third  to  allow  the  Importation  Duty  free,  for  a 
time  certain  :|:  -,  in  all  which  a£ls,  fuch  neceflary 
claufes  were  inferted  as  prove  they  never  forgot  or  in- 
tended to  opprefs  the  Farmer,  whilft  they  endeavour- 
ed to  relieve  the  Poor. 

But  Corn  is  ftill  dear,  and  the  difcontent  near  the 
fame,  and  how  far  the  Farmer,  and  others  concern- 
ed in  the  Corn-trade,  are  or  may  be  the  caufe  thereof, 
and  guilty  of  ill-pra6tices,  or  whether  all  or  any  of 
them  are  in  fault,  or  in  any  degree  to  blame,  may 
in  fome  meafure  be  determined  by  reflecting  on  the 
nature  of  that  Trade,  and  the  manner  in  which  each 

branch 

•  30  G.  2.  c.  10.  which  was  by  feveral  other  ads  con- 
tinued to  21  Ap.  1760. 

**  30  G.  2.  c.  I.  continued  to  25  Mar.  1759% 
X  30  G.  2.  c.  7.  to  the  24.  Aug.  1757. 
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branch  thereof  is  tranfaded,  and  the  means  made 
ufe  of  with  us  to  provide,  preferve  and  prepare 
Corn  for  Food  :  and  perhaps  what  follows  may  be  of 
fome  ufe  to  that  end. 

In  regard  to  the  procuring  a  fufficient  pROVisioK 
of  our  own  Growth,  or  by  Importation ;  the  Legifla- 
ture  feems  to  have  taken  the  following  care. 

Firft,  as  much  as  poflible  by  encouraging  the  Far- 
mer to  till  fo  much  land,  that  our  own  Growth  may 
be  fufficient,  and,  in  cafe  it  fhould  exceed  the  con- 
fumption,  by  making  provifion  for  a  bounty  to  be 
paid  in  order  to  export  the  furplus,  whereby  the  Far- 
mer's fears  of  lofs,  in  that  cafe,  are  removed,  or 
rather  prevented. 

Secondly,  by  a  law  impowering  the  Magiftrates 
every  fix  or  three  months  to  allow  of  the  Importation 
for  fix  or  three  months  to  come,  on  a  yery  moderate 
duty,  after  Wheat  exceeds  53s.  4d.  the  quarter,  and 
by  the  late  aft,  for  a  time  certain,  duty  free  ;  in  all 
which,  as  was  before  obferved,  the  intereft  of  the 
Farmer  was  remembered  as  well  as  the  neceffities  of 
the  Poor. 

And  here  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  confider  more  at 
large  the  circumilances,  and  general  method  of  mar- 
keting, of  our  prefent  Farmers,  or  Growers  of  Corn, 
and  the  Merchants,  Fadors,  and  others,  concerned 
in  this  Trade. 

Now  the  Farmers  may  be  divided  into  four  clafTes, 
viz.  the  poor  Farmer,  the  Farmer  in  moderate  cir- 
cumftances,  the  Farmer  in  good  circumftances,  and 
the  rich  Farmer. 

I.  The  poor  Farmers,   who  are  very  numerous, 

with  great  difficulty  and  labour,    and  feldom  without 

fome  credit,   as  well  from  the  ihopkeepers,    as  their 

C   2  landlord. 
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landlord,  are  able  to  fubfift  themfelves  and  families 
till  after  harveft,  and  their  crops  are  generally  all 
threflied,  fold  and  gone  before  Chriftmas,  or  by  the 
Time  their  lands  are  in  order  and  the  feed  put  into 
the  ground  for  the  next  year*s  crop. 

2.  The  Farmers  in  moderate  circumftances,  whofe 
neceffities,  neverthelefs,  are  fuch,  that,  as  each 
Seed-time,  every  Quarter,  and  Fair  come  round, 
they  are  obliged  to  raife  money  to  defray  the  expence, 
pay  rent,  or  buy  in  live  ftock,  and  if  they  have  any 
Corn  left  in  May  they  think  themfelves  well  ofF. 

3,  The  Farmers  in  good  circumftances,  who  ge- 
nerally have  it  in  their  power,  after  feeding  their 
lands,  paying  rent,  purchafmg  live  ftock,  and  pay- 
ing all  other  expences  through  the  year,  toreferve  a 
few  loads  of  Wheat  ♦■o  fell  in,  or  after  harveft,  in 
order  to  bear  the  expence  thereof,  and  in  expe6ta- 
tion,  if  the  Seafon  fliould  prove  bad,  to  make  a  better 
price  than  before  harveft. 

4..  The  rich  Farmers,  who  are  in  a  capacity,  as 
to  Fortune,  to  keep  the  whole,  or  the  greateft  part 
of  their  Crops,  the  year  over,  fpeculate  on  the  mar- 
kets, threfh  out  and  fell  when  they  like  the  price. 
Thefe  in  fome  meafure  ferve  at  their  own  pnvate  ex^ 
pence  the  fame  purpofe  as  public  Magazines,  and 
without  many  ill  Confequences  which  might  attend 
fuch  Magazines*,  keeping  a  quantity  of  Corn  al- 
ways in  the  nation,  and  the  Markets  from  being  un- 
reafonably  dear ;  and,  whatever  may  be  thought, 
thefe  men  fcarcely  ever  have  it  in  their  power,  how- 
ever in  their  will,  to  diftrefs  the  Poor;  for  their 
numbers  are  but  fmall,    comparatively  fpcaking,  and 

the 

•  See  Supp,  ch.  the  firft  throughout. 
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the  wafte  made  by  vermin  makes  th^ir  expence  in 
keeping  it  very  great,  and  frequently  forces  them 
to  market  fooner,  than  they  might  otherwife  intend 
to  go. 

The  next  thing  to  be  confidered  is  the  Preserva- 
tion of  Corn  when  grown,  both  for  ufe  and  fale, 
and  in  this  regard  is  to  be  had  both  to  quantity  and 
quality.  Such  quantity  fhould  be  always  in  the 
nation  as  will  be  fufficient  for  the  confumption  of 
the  current  year,  and  alfo  to  fupply  any  accidental 
deficiency  in  the  Crop  5  and  this  muft  be  kept,  ei- 
ther in  public  Magazines,  or  private  hands.  How 
far  the  Farmers  keep,  or  can  keep,  may  be  obferved 
from  the  account  of  their  ufual  method  of  Trade,  as 
before  related,  from  which  it  may  be  gathered  that 
the  fale  in  the  fore  part  of  the  year,  or  immediately 
after  harveft,  is  more  than  the  confumption,  and  if 
the  excefs  is  not  then  laid  up  in  Granaries,  the  fame 
would  be  in  all  probability  exported,  and  Corn  be- 
fore the  next  harveft  become  fcarce,  and  confequent- 
ly  dear*.  But  this  is  provided  for  and  prevented  by 
a6l  15  Car.  II.  which  enables,  or  impowers,  all 
Pcrfons  to  buy,  and  lay  it  up  j  in  confequence  of 
which  many  fubfift  by  floring  up  this  excefs  at  their 
own  rifque,  and  the  Public,  or  Legiflature,  have 
feldom  any  neceffity  to  take  any  care  about  it,  and 
were  ncvci  yet,  at  leaft  fmce  this  a6t  paiTed,  obliged 
to  form   Magazines,  which,    if  ever  they  fhould  be 

obliged 

*  This  ufed  to  be  the  cafe  before  the-Bpunty  was  givon, 
and  our  forefathers  have  fometimes  bought  their  own 
Corn  again  ;  and  the  People  of  Berne  at  this  day,  not- 
withflanding  their  Magazines,  are  often  reduced  to  the 
fame  neceiTity.  Sec  the  Avoyer's  letter,  fupp,  chap,  the 
iirfl. 
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obliged  to  do,  might  become  a  very  great  discou- 
ragement to  tillage,  and  the  Corn-trade,  and  in  the 
end  make  Corn  dearer  than  before ;  as  the  Farmer, 
feeing  large  quantities  colle6ted  together  in  one  view, 
might  imagine  Corn  would  never  bear  a  price  for  the 
future,  and  the  fear  of  the  market  being  fpoiled  by 
the  Magazines  being  opened  would  prevent  all  prir 
vate  perfons  from  keeping  a  fufficient  quantity  by 
them,  to  carry  on  their  buftnefs  with  profit,  sind 
confequently  the  Trade  would  decline,  or  be  in  a 
manner  left  off,  which  might  be  attended  with  many 
other  ill  confequences,  at  prefent  impoflible  to  be 
known  or  forefeen.  Neither  can  that  care  be  taken 
to  preferve  the  Corn  from  corruption,  decay,  or  be- 
ing diminifhed  or  deftroyed  by  vermin,  in  fuch  pub- 
lie  Magazines,  as  in  private  Hands,  and  confe- 
quently the  goodnefs  of  the  quality,  cannot  be  fo 
well  preferved  ;  for  they  wiii  feldom  be  emptied  more 
than  once  a  year,  and  all,  who  know  the  Corn- 
trade,  know  how  difficult  it  is  in  this  climate  to  pre- 
ferve Corn  fweet,  after  it  is  out  of  the  ftraw,  for  the 
v?hole  year  round. 

Bat  in  private  Hands,  though  the  quantity  may 
be,  and  generally  is,  sis  large  as  it  vs^uM  be  in  public 
Magazines,  yet  it  is  always  circulating,  by  many 
fliifted  once  a  month,  and  by  fcarcely  any  lefs  than, 
three  times  a  year;  in  confequence  of  which  the 
Corn  hath  no  time  to  decay,  and  the  vermin,  fuch 
as  Rats  and  Mice,  are  too  well  watched  to  be  per- 
mitted to  deftroy  it  ;  for  was  the  private  trader  to 
fufFerthem  to  make  much  wafte,  or  the  good  quality 
of  but  a  fmall  part  of  what  he  circulates  in  the  year 
to  be  fpoiled,  by  the  natural  decay  of  the  Corn, 
which  is  very  apt  to  heat,    apd  thereby  introduce  an 

innumerable 
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innumerable  army  of  Worms,  or  Weavils,  it  might 
bid  fair  to  wipe  off  all  his  profits  for  that  time. 

The  PREPARATioNof  the  Corn  for  food,  by  grind- 
ing and  baking,  is  the  next  confideration  :  in  regard 
to  both  which  our  Parliaments  have  very  properly 
and  judicioufly  interfered  ;  where  Corn  is  ground  for 
hire,  punifhing  the  Miller  if  he  takes  more  than  his 
juft  due  for  toll,  though  the  grinding  being  now  in 
moft  Places  paid  for  in  money,  thefe  Laws  are  but 
little  known ;  and  where  Bread  is  baked  for  fale> 
fixing  the  afRze,  or  weight  of  the  penny  and  other 
loaves,  according  to  the  price  of  the  Grain,  Meal, 
er  Flour,  of  which  the  fame  is  made,  having  regard 
to  the  fort  or  finenefs  of  the  bread,  by  which  the 
Poor  are,  or  ought  to  be,  fatisfied ;  that  the  Baker 
hath  only  a  reafonable  Allowance  \  and  he  hath  no 
right  to  expe£l  more,  and  if  he  attempts  any  fraud  the 
Magiftrate  has  it  in  his"  Power  to  punifh  him  for  the 
fame. 

It  were  hard  to  fay  which  of  thefe  Trades  lies 
under  the  worft  imputations  at  prefent;  fome  of 
them  are  of  a  ferious  nature,  many  trifling,  and 
many  contrary  to  common  fenfe.  What  truth  there 
is  in  any  of  them,  doubtlefs,  the  Parliament  will 
enquire,  and  caufe  thofe  to  be  properly  punifh- 
ed  who  have  offended  againfl  any  Law  now  in  be- 
ing, and  provide  fuch  Laws*  as  may  feem  proper  to 
prevent  fuch  male-pra6lices  in  both  Trades  for  the 
future,  as  the  prefent  Laws  will  not  reach. 

What 

*  An  a<5l  for  regulating  the  Bakers,  &c.  was  pafTed, 
viz.  31  G.  2.  c.  9.  but  this  chiefly  refpeding  o  :ly  places 
where  the  Affize  fhall  be  fat ;  another  a(5l,  viz.  3  G.  3. 
c.  xi.  was  paiTed  to  regulate  them  where  the  Aflize  (hail 
not  be  fet. 
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What  has  been  already  faid  might  ferve  to  give  a 
general  idea  of  the  Corn-trade  ;  yet  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  be  a  little  more  particular  in  regard  to 
the  method  in  which  it  is  carried  on  by  Merchants 
and  Factors,  Meal-men  and  Meal-fadors,  Millers 
and  Bakers. 

Now,  Corn  may  be  confidered  as  a  Merchandize, 
not  only  in  regard  o(  the  Exportation  to,  and  Im- 
portation of  it  from,  foreign  parts,  but  alfo  in  re- 
gard to  the  buying  and  tranfporting  it  from  one 
part  of  the  fame  Kingdom  to  another  ;  fincc  in  many 
parts  much  more  is  grown  than  the  inhabitants  can 
confume,  and  in  many  others  enough  is  not  grown 
for  the  ufe  of  the  people  ;  and  Merchants  and  Fac- 
tors are  employed  in  this  bufmefs,  either  buying  on 
their  own  accounts,  or  by  commiifion,  as  opportu- 
nity offers.  And  this  muft  always  have  been  the 
cafe,  as  the  members  of  Cities  and  large  Towns,  be- 
ing employed  about  other  affairs,  and  often  at  a 
great  diftance  from  the  growing  Counties,  can 
neither  have  had  leifure  nor  opportunity  to  fetch  it 
themfelves ;  and  thofe  Purveyors,  Ladcrs,  Badgers, 
Kidders,  and  Carriers,  mentioned  in  the  old  Sta- 
tutes, muft  have  been  men  employed  in  the  fame 
fort  of  Bufmefs  as  our  prefent  Merchants  and  Fac- 
tors are  ;  nor  was  the  Statute,  5  and  6  Edward  vi. 
made  to  give  rife  to,  but  to  regulate,  their  method 
of  Trade,  fome  evil  practices  having  crept  in  a- 
mong  them,  which  were  rather  increafed  by  that 
Law  than  removed,  as  appears  by  5  Eliz.  all  which 
regulations  feem  to  have  been  rendered  ufelefs,  or 
rather  repealed  by  Statute  15  Car,  11.  as  was  be- 
fore 
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ibefore  obferved,  and  the  Corn-trade  left  in  a  manner 
free. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  thefe  Merchants  and 
Faftors  are  averfe  to  large  profits,  or  that  they  will 
not  get  what  they  can  for  their  trouble  j  but  their 
number  fecms  too  great  for  them  ever  to  combine, 
by  refufmg  to  fell  at  reafonable  prices,  to  opprefs 
the  People.  For,  as  the  commodity  they  deal  in  is 
perifhable,  fhould  they  ever  have  fuch  thoughts, 
they  might  lofe  more  by  the  Corn  growing  worf«, 
than  gain  by  the  contrivance,  before  they  could  at- 
tain their  ends.  I  fay  not  that  it  is  impoffible,  that 
attempts  of  this  kind  may  be  fometimes  made  ia 
particular  places,  but  then  they  will  generally  turn 
out  to  the  lofs  of  fuch  Schemers,  whilft,  the 
poft  is  regular,  and  the  Corn-trade  continues  free  ; 
for  in te reft  never  fleeps,  and  every  advance  of  price 
is  quickly  known  to  all  dealers,  and  a  defire  of  fha- 
ring  in  the  proht  will  foon  overftock  the  market, 

Mealmen  and  Mealfa6lors  are  employed  in  Meal 
and  Flour,  as  Merchants  and  Fadors  are  in  Corn, 
and  often  have  Mills  of  their  own,  tho'  they  fome- 
times hire  ;  but  in  the  laft  cafe  the  Miller  is  but  a  ve- 
ry inconfiderable  perfon,  barely  Jiving  when  Corn  is 
in  plenty  round  his  mill,  and  at  other  times  being 
greatly  diftreiled  j  which  hath  been  the  reafon  that 
many  of  them,  who  could  raife  a  capital,  have  en- 
gaged in  the  Meal  and  Flour-trades,  adding  to  their 
old  occupation  thofe  of  Mealmen,  and  Meal-fac- 
tors. 

Having  mentioned  the  word  Capital,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  obferve,  that  to  carry  on  every  branch 
of  the  Corn  and  Flour-trades,  a  much  larger  fum  of 
jnoney  is  required  than  may  commonly  be  imagined, 

D  but 
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but  will  eafily  be  believed,  when  it  is  remembered, 
that  the  whole  is  paid  for  in  prefent  money,  and 
though  fome  part  may  be  returned  in  a  month,  yet 
the  whole,  by  thofe  who  have  any  confiderable  trade, 
is  not  returned  more  than  three  or  four  times  in  a 
year  ;  and  he  that  cannot  in  plentiful  markets  lay  in 
a  ftock,  but  is  obliged  to  buy  in  proportion  to  his 
fales  in  fhort  markets,  will  find  his  trade  turn  out  to 
little  account. 

The  following  general  Calculation  may  ferve  to 
illuflrate  this  ftill  more.  Suppofe  the  whole  num- 
ber of  the  people  to  be  fix  millions,  and  that  they 
each  eat  one  quarter  of  Bread-corn  yearly  of  thirty 
Ibillings  value  ;  that  they  each  drink  the  produce  of 
four  bufhels,  in  the  fame  time,  of  the  value  of  ten 
ihiilings  ;  that  the  whole  quantity  of  Oats,  Beans 
and  other  Corn,  given  to  andconfumed  by  Horfes, 
Hogs,  Oxen,  other  Cattle  and  Poultry,  in  the 
fame  time,  is  equal  in  number  of  quarters  to  half 
the  quantity  confumed  in  Bread  only  ;  each  quarter 
of  which  may  be  valued  on  the  average  at  fixteen 
fhillings  :  And  laflly,  fuppofe  the  annual  quantity 
exported,  though  this  feems  moft  liable  to  be  doubted, 
is  equal  in  value  to  one  fixteenth  part  of  the  home 
confumption,  and  that  the  account  ftands  thus  viz.  * 

Quarters                                 £.  s.  d. 

Pread  Corn     —     —     —       6,000,000  at  30s,   —  9,000,000  o  o 

Corn  made  into  Drink    -—       3,000,000  at  20s.  —  3,000,000  o  o 

t)at$,  &c, for  Cattle  &  Poultry  3,000,000  at  i6_.  —  2,400,000  o  o 

Total  nf  the  Home  Conrumption,  Value  ,^.  14,400,000     o     o 
Add  the  Value  ot.,»       thereof    lor  the  Export     ;^. 900,000     o     p 

Total  Value  of  Corn  confumed  and  exported  ,r.  15,300,000     o     o 

3uppofe  the  Money  returned  4  Times  a  Year, -^  is  ^r.  3,625,000     o     o 

Nov; 
*  .See  other  calculations,  fupp.  ch.  5.  fee.  26. 
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Now  let  us  confider,    that  though  fome  few  con- 
cerned in  the  Export  may  have  larger  dealings,  yet, 
he  is  reckoned  no   fmall  Trader  who  returns   one 
hundred  quarters  weekly,    and  multitudes  do  not  re- 
turn forty   quarters   in  that  time  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  let  us   reflect   on  the  number  of  perfons,  who 
muft  be  employed  in  the  Corn-trade,  to  which  may 
be  added  the  Farmers  and  Growers,  who  probably 
are  ten  times  more  in  number  than  the  others,  and 
it  may  then  be  eafy  to  judge  how  far  it  may  be  likely 
they  fhould  all  combine  to  inhance  the  price,  more 
than    the  fmallnefs   of  the   quantity   may  require  ; 
as  the  leaft  of  them  all,    in  fuch  cafes,  who  fhould 
fell   through  fear,    neceffity,    or  inclination,  would 
break  the  knot.     It  is  true,  an  opinion  or  prepofTeffi- 
on  that  things  are  fcarce  may  fometimes  accidentally 
run  through  the  body,  and  raife  the  price''^,    but  no- 
thing but  a  real  fcarcity  can  fupport  it ;    and  though 
perhaps,  the  fteadinefs   in  the  price  of  Corn  may  be 
deemed  a  certain  proof  of  its  being   in  plenty  ;    yet 
this  fteadinefs  may,  in  a  great  meafure,  be  preferved, 
if  not  fometimes  procured,    by  the  Pvlagiftrates,    as 
will  be  explained  below. 

And  here  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  take  notice,  how 
much  the  generality  of  people  diirer  in  opinion,  in 
regard  to  the  whole  quantity  grownX,  and  the  pro- 
portion which  the  annual  produce  of  Corn  in  this 
kingdom  bears  to  the  confumption,  or  rather  what 
the  latter  bears  to  the  former;  it  being  very  common 
to  hear  men  of  good  capacities  and  underftanding 
afTert,  that  we  commonly  grow  enough  in  one  year 
D  2  tp 

*  See  Supp.  ch.   2.  fee.  |6, 
X  See  Supp.  ch.  5.  fee,  26, 
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to  ferve  two,  often  three,  nay  fome  do  not  fcruple  to 
advance,  that  in  one  good  year  we  grow  enough  to 
ferve  feven  years.  In  fome  particular  parifhes  this 
poiTibly  may  be  true,  but  it  is  very  far  from  being  the 
cafe  throughout  the  whole  kingdom.  Let  us  only 
fuppofe  we  grow  enough  to  ferve  fifteen  months,. 
Now,  to  make  the  matter  plain,  we  fay,  that  la 
twelve  months  we  confume  twelve  quarters,  and  we 
fuppofe,  that  the  Export  and  Diftiller  together  take 
off  one  quarter  and  half  more,  which  is  beyond  the 
truth  ;  in  this  cafe  the  whole,  ufed  and  exported, 
will  amount  to  thirteen  months  and  a  half,  and  we 
have  one  month  and  a  half  left ;  which  will  in  ten 
years  amount  to  twelve  millions  of  quarters,  and  be 
worth  as  many  pounds  at  leaft,  even  fuppofmg  our 
account  in  regard  to  the  confumption  as  above  to 
exceed  the  truth  one  fixth  part.  Now,  we  had  tea 
as  good  years  as  ever  were  known  in  fucceflion  from 
1 74 1  to  175 1  ;  nay,  if  the  common  opinion  is  right, 
we  have  had  fixteen.  But  where  was  the  Corn  (een 
in  1751  ?  Or  what  is  become  of  it  now?  Let  u& 
reflect  on  the  appearance  of  flacks  and  fulnefs  of 
barns  after  harveft  in  every  year,  and  then  fay  where, 
fuch  a  quantity  could  lie  concealed,  either  in  the 
flraw  or  out.  It  could  not  be  hid.  Corn,  even, 
when  threfhed,  is  a  very  bulky  commodity,  and  re- 
quires m.uch  room  to  be  properly  preferved ;  and 
when  it  lately  happened  that  a  great  quantity  of 
Wheat  was  imported  into  London  at  Once,  whick 
could  not  be  above  forty  *  thoufand  quarters,    the 

whole 


*  The  accounts  having  been  fince  made  up.  It  appears 
to  have  been  79,610  qrs.  7  b.  and   that   the  whole  was 
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whole  Importation  not  amounting  to  ferenty,  and 
the  Merchants,  who  could  not  meet  with  fales,  were 
obliged  to  lay  it  up,  they  found  it  extremely  difficult 
to  get  fufficient  granaries  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  yet 
a  Gentleman  in  appearance  took  the  liberty  to  fay, 
and  that  too  in  a  public  Inn,  that,  of  his  own  know- 
ledge, one  Man  had  engrofled  and  laid  up  Wheat 
enough  to  ferve  the  City  of  London  and  Suburb* 
three  months ;  which  is  at  leaft  150,000  quarters^ 
and  was  worth  at  that  time  near  ;£.  400,000.  So 
apt  are  Men  to  talk  freely  of  what  they  have  fo  little 
knowledge. 

The  forementioned  calculations  are  exclufive  of 
the  feed,  which  is  at  leaft  equal  to  one  tenth  part 
of  the  growth,  and,  almoft  every  year,  whilft  it  is 
putting  into  the  ground,  occalions  fome  fmall  rife 
in  the  markets ;  and  the  mouths  of  the  clamorous 
are  then  open  againft  the  Engroflers  ;  but  they  don't 
confider,  that,  at  that  time,  the  demand  is  more 
than  double  to  what  it  is  at  other  times  ;  neither 
Beed  the  quantity  ufed  for  feed  be  taken  notice  of, 
when  we  confider  how  much  more  the  annual  pro- 
duce is  lelTened  by  a  failure  in  the  Crop,  of  only  one 
fixth  part,  than  is  taken  ofF,  on  an  average,  by  both 
Diftiller  and  Exporter. 

In  the  firft  calculation  we  fuppofed  the  quantity 
ufed  by  the  Diftiller  to  be  comprehended  in  that 
ufed  for  drink,  and  in  the  fame  account  the  Export 
h  reckoned  at  only  one  fixteenth  of  the  confump- 

tion. 

I30>343  9^5.  2  b.  but  this  argument  will  ftill  hold  good, 
80,000  qrs.  is  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  whole  annual  con* 
fumpticn. 
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tion.  In  the  laft  we  reckoned  both  together  to  a- 
mount  to  one  eighth  of  the  confumptlon.  Both 
thefc  eftimations  were  fo  made  in  order  to  give  the 
greater  face  of  probability  to  the  argument. 

Now,  fuppofe  the  annual  produce  of  an  acre  in 
common,  befides  feed  for  the  next  year,  is  three 
quarters  of  Wheat,  and  that  one  eighth,  in  com- 
mon, is  taken  off  by  the  Diftillcr  and  Exporter, 
that  is,  three  bufhels  ;  and  then  fuppofe  the  Crops 
fall  fhort  one  fixth  part,  amounting  to  four  bufliels  ; 
by  this  means  there  v/ill  be  a  diminution  of 
one  third  more  than  the  whole  quantity  taken  off 
by  the  Diftiller  and  Exporter^  on  the  average, 
which,  perhaps,  may  not  have  been  enough  confi- 
dcred. 

Let  us  make  one  fhort  reflection,  and  then  re- 
turn to  our  fubjed.  The  Exporter  and  Diftiller, 
whether  they  take  off  one  eighth,  or  only  one  fix- 
teenth  of  the  produce,  are  large  cuftomers,  and 
give  great  encouragement  to  Tillage  ;  for  whatever 
may  be  thought  to  the  contrary,  the  quantity  fown 
will  ever  bear  a  proportion  to  the  demand  ;  and  if  one 
eio-hth,  or  one  fixtecnth,  of  the  demand  is  taken 
away,  the  Farmer  finding  his  ftock  too  large,  v/ill 
contrive  to  leffen  it,  by  growing  lefs  ;  as,  on  the 
contrary,  he  will  endeavour  to  grow  more,  when  the 
demand  increafes  j  and  for  this  reafon  in  dear 
years,  the  demand  being,  at  leaft  in  appearance, 
increafed,  a  much  larger  quantity  is  always  fown  ; 
and  thouo-h  this  for  the  prefent  ftill  helps  to  increafe 
the  fcarcity,  it  neverthelefs  makes  provifion  for 
greater  plenty  the   enfuing  year.     The  quantity  of 

Corn^ 
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Corn  in  plentiful  years,  exported  and  diftilled,  * 
may  be  compared  to  the  expences  of  a  Man  of  for- 
tune in  diverfions  and  amufements,  for  which  he 
takes  care  to  provide  the  proper  funds,  as  well 
as  for  neceffaries ;  but  thefe  increafmg,  he "  is 
content  to  forego  his  pleafures,  and  applies  what 
was  provided  for  them,  to  fupply  his  wants,  and  by 
that  means  finds  comfort,  when  otherwife  he  w©uld 
have  been  in  diftrefs. 

But  to  return  to  our  fubje£l. 

The  method  in  which  Bakers  carry  on  their  trade 
is  different,  according  to  their  different  fituations. 
Many,  in  Country  places,  buy  all  in  Corn,  and 
have  it  ground,  either  on  hire,  or  at  Mills  of  thair 
own  :  Some  buy  only  part  in  Corn,  and  part  in 
Flour,  or  Meal,  as  opportunity  offers  ;  whilft  others 
buy  all  they  ufe,  in  London  more  particularly,  in 
Flour  of  the  Mealmen,  or  Mealfadors  i  and  thefe 
laft  are  moft  capable  to  make  good  bread  for 
a  conftancy  ;  for  the  Mealmen  buying  larger  quan- 
tities, and  the  Mealfa6lors  having  many  forts  to  fell, 
they  fcarcely  ever  ufe  the  Flour  of  one  fort  of  Wheat 
alone  ^  and  the  advantage  this  gives  them  is  incon- 
ceivable ;  for  a  number  of  forts,  judicioufly  mixed, 
by  the  mutual  affiftance  of  their  different  qualities, 

arifmg 

*  If  thefe  refleflions  are  rj^ht,  neither  Exporter  or  Dif- 
tiller  Ihould  be  too  much  dircouraged,  and  theDiftiller, 
while  fpirits  are  ufed,  fliould  have  the  preference  in  point 
of  policy  ;  fince,  it  is  faid,  he  pays  fixteen  (hillings  and 
upwards  for  liberty  to  ufe  what  the  Exporter  hath  large 
fums  for  taking  away. — Now  by  the  aft  33  G.  2.  c.  9. 
the  duties  on  fpirits  is  fo  increafed  as  to  amount  to  abov« 
three  pounds  per  quarter  on  all  Corn  diftilled. 
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arifing  from  the  various  foils  on  which  they  grow, 
will  do  much  better  than  almoft  any  one  fort  alone. 
Whereas  the  Baker,  who  buys  Corn  for  bimfelf,  is 
always  obliged  to  ufe  what  he  hath  bought,  tho*  his 
judgment  may  have  deceived  him  in  the  buying,  or 
the  market  may  nor  have  enabled  him  to  provide 
himfelf  with  fuch  in  quality  as  he  may  have  defired, 
or  having  been  bought  good,  it  may  be  by  accident 
debafed  in  grinding,  each  of  which  circumftances 
will  at  different  times  be  the  cafe  ;  and  when  any  of 
them  happen  to  the  Mealman,  he  will  have  better 
opportunities  of  helping  himfelf,  by  felling  the  Meal 
for  a  coarfer  ufe. 

When  the  Bakers  have  provided  the  Wheat,  Meal, 
or  Flour  to  make  Bread,  they  are,  or  may  be, 
bound  to  make  it  of  fuch  weight,  or  fell  it  at  fuch 
price  as  the  Magiftrates  fhall  order,  v/ho  are  autho- 
rifed  by  Law  to  fet  the  fame,  according  to  the  price 
which  the  Grain,  Meal,  or  Flour,  whereof  it  is 
made,  bears  in  the  market,  common  or  reafonable 
allowance  being  made  them  for  their  labcur ;  and 
this  power  of  the  Magiltrate,  difcreetly  exercifed  *, 
may  be  of  great  ufe  in  checking  the  too  great  fluctu- 
ations in  the  market. 

Wheat  muft  alter  four  {hillings  in  the  quarter  for 
the  price  of  the  peck-loaf  to  vary  two  pence  %  ;  and 
the  price  of  the  peck-loaf  being  generally  between 

*  What  is  meant  by  difcreetly  exercifed,  is  explained 
further  in  the  paragraphs  added  to  this  edition,  which 
are  marked  thus  f . 

X  T<ivO'pencey  this,  wliich  was  faid  of  the  old  Aflize- 
table,  is  alfo  true  of  the  table  in  3 1  G.  2.  taking  both 
forts  of  Bread  into  the  account ;  confequently  thefe  ar- 
guments ftill  hold. 
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1 8  pence  and  3  fhillings,  every  fuch  variation  may 
be  called  8  |  per  cent,  or  12  of  the  v^^hole  value, 
which  is  a  great  deal. 

Novi^,  fuppofc  that  Wheat  fhould  vary  in  one 
week  eight  fhillings  per  quarter,  it  might  be  proper 
for  the  Magiftrates  to  raife  or  lower  the  weight  and 
price  of  bread,  as  if  it  had  varied  only  four  (hillings  ; 
always  remembring  to  ballance  the  account,  which 
they  will  fcarcely  mifs  an  opportunity  of  doing 
within  the  fpace  of  three  months,  by  giving  the 
Baker,  when  he  hath  fuffered,  for  the  like  time  that 
he  hath  fuffered,  as  much  more  than  the  common 
allowance,  as  will  make  up  the  difference  to  him ; 
and,  on  the  contrary,  taking  from  him  when  the 
public  hath  fuffered. 

It  is  true  the  table  of  Affize  hath  provided  for  an 
alteration  of  one  penny  the  peck,  which  is  two  fhil- 
lings in  the  quarter  of  Corn  j  in  regard  to  which 
the  Magiftrates  may  fometimes  proceed  in  a  difcre- 
tional  manner,  as  before  hinted  in  regard  to  four 
fhillings.  But  they  will  find  it  impoffible,  many 
times  for  a  long  while  together,  to  raife  and  fall  no 
more  than  one  penny  in  the  peck  at  a  time ;  and  it 
may  fometimes  happen,  though  it  is  prefumed  very 
feldom,  that  they  will  be  obliged  to  vary  more  than 
two  pence. 

If,  from  any  accidental  glut  in  the  Market*^  an  ex- 
traordinary fall  in  the  price  fhould  happen,  and  the 
Magiftrates  fhould  exercife  their  power  with  too  much 
exadnefs  in  fixing  the  AfHze  of  Bread,  it  may  de- 
ter thofe  who  have  goods,  preparing  or  prepared, 
E  from 


*  See  this  further  explained  in  the  additions  mark- 
ed f. 
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from  bringing  them  to  market,  and  make  as  fudiieii 
and  confiderable  an  alteration  the  other  way,  which 
it  mio-ht  be  equally  imprudent  in  them  to  follow  in 
fixing  the  price  of  Bread,  as  it  might  teiid  to  alarm 
the  Farmer,  and  make  him  for  a  time  withhold  his 
Corn.     Complaints  againft  the  Farmers   for  with- 
holding in  times  of  fcarcity  are  never  wanting,  and 
yet  our  Parliaments  have  not,  as  we  know  of,  thought 
proper  to  make  any  Laws  to  compel  them  to  fell  -, 
for  which  doubtlcfs  they  had  good  reafons.     And 
Laws  of  this  fort  feem  needlefs,  fmce  the  Farmers 
in  general  are  obliged  to  contrive  the  matter  fo,  that 
their  whole  ftock  may  be  fold  by  harveft  to  make 
room  for  the  growing  Crop  ;  and  the  returning  de- 
mands they  all,  except  a  very  few,  have  for  money, 
caufe  fome  of  them  every  market  day  to  fell  fome 
fpecies  of  Corn  or  other,  and  thereby  as  regular  and 
continual  fupply  in  general  is  found,  as  could  pofli- 
bly  be  dealt  out  under   the   direction  of  any  law. 
And,  from  fome  years  obfervation,  we  are  perfuad- 
ed,  that  if  the  flock  in  the  Farmers  hands  had  been 
annually  taken  account  of  at  Chrijltnas^   Rafter^  or 
any  other  time,  nearly  the  fame  quantity  of  the  Crop 
Would  have  been  found  exhauited  each  year  at  the 
fame    time ;  and    perhaps,  mj&re   would   have   been 
found     cxhaufted,     both     in     very     plentiful    and 
very  fcarce  years,  than  in  thofe  of  moderate  plenty. 
In  the  fiift  cafe,  more  Corn  muft  be  fold  to  raife  the 
like  fum,    and   in  the  lafl,  the  increafe  of  money 
feldora  equals  the  fhortnefs  of  the  Crop,  and  many 
Farmers   find  their  Barns  empty  before  they  have 
raifcd  the  necefiary  fums.     But  let  us  fuppofe  the 
Farmer  in  times  of  fcarcity  doth  not  bring  his  Corn 
to  Market  in  due  proportion  according  to  the  time  of 

tli« 
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the  year,  it  is  poffible,  though  he  regards  only  himfelf, 
this  condu6l  may  be  of  public  utility ;  for  was  he 
to  fupply  the  Market  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
with  as  much  as  in  good  years,  too  great  a  quantity 
might  be  exported*,  and  famine  ftare  us  in  the  face 
before  next  harveft.  It  will  be  replied,  a  reafona* 
ble  withholding  may  be  right,  but  they  always  carry 
it  to  a  wicked  excefs.  We  allow  this  cafe  poffible, 
but  hardly  probable.  The  hopes  of  gain  are  always 
attended  by  fears  of  lofs ;  and  fear  being  the  ftronger 
paffion  of  the  two,  and  backed,  in  regard  to  moft  of 
them,  with  their  returning  neceffities,  though  fome 
few  may  be  carried  by  avarice  fo  far  as  to  withhold  un- 
reafonably,  yet  much  the  greater  part,  prefled  by  necef- 
fity,  and  urged  by  fear,  will  a6t  otherwife  ;  and,  upon 
the  whole,  the  quantity  fold  will  be  generally  found, 
even  in  fcarce  times,  in  proportion  to  the  time  of 
the  year ;  and  though  upon  any  accidental  rife,  as 
above  obferved,  they  may  withhold  for  a  time,  they 
cannot  continue  to  do  it  long,  fmce.  In  a  very  ftiort 
time.  Corn  will  be  brought  from  more  diftant 
parts,  and  fpoil  their  fales. 

The  power  of  the  Magillrates,  in  regard  to  the. 
Affize,  feems  declaratory,  and  if  they  take  care  that 
the  Baker  hath,  one  time  with  another,  the  common, 
or  reafonable  allowance,  and  no  more,  neither  the 
people  nor  he  are  injured;  and  if  the  Magiftrates 
can,  in  which  however  they  fhould  adl  upon  good 
informations  and  with  great  caution,  by  fometimes 
giving  more,  and  fometimes  lefs  to  the  Baker,  keep 
the  Markets  tolerable  fteady,  the  places  where  they 
E  2  prefide 

'^  §ee   note,  page   i^. 
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prefide  will  hardly  ever  fail  of  a  regular  fupply  j  and . 

perhaps  cases  may  have  happened  within  memory, 

which,    upon    reflexion,   may  juftify   this  way    of 

thinking. 

t  When  this  pamphlet  was  wrote,  it  would  not 
have  been  proper,  on  account  of  the  prejudices 
which  then  prevailed,  and  the  bad  opinion  to  which 
ulmoft  all  forts  of  people  were  then  worked  up,  by 
anonymous  autt\ors  againft  the  Farmers  and  Dealers 
in  Corn :  or  decent,  on  account  of  the  tranfadlions 
having  fo  lately  pafled,  to  have  fully  explained  what 
was  hinted  at  by  the  v^or^s  difcreetly  exercifed^  page  24, 
the  laft  paragraph,  and  the  cafes  therein  mentioned 
which  was  this. 

t  The  Magiftrates  in  London  had,  in  the  year 
1757,  been  very  flricSt,  and  It  was  thought  much 
too  hafty,  in  following  every  fmking  in  the  price  of 
Wheat  and  Flour,  in  fetting  the  AfTize  of  Bread  ; 
and  fome  attempts  were  made  to  reduce  the  prices 
of  Wheat  and  Flour,  by  fetting  the  AlTize  of 
Bread  lower  than  the  returned  prices  of  them  would 
bear.  The  confequences  of  which  management 
were  exa<5tly  fuch,  as  it  is  herein  before  faid,  fuch 
proceedings,  on  any  accidental  glut  in  the  Market*^ 
would  produce.  SuchMealmen  as  depended  wholly, 
or  chiefly,  on  the  London  Market,  feeing  they  were 
to  trade  on  a  much  greater  uncertainty  than  com- 
mon, or  rather  to  a  certain  lofs  j  proceeded  with 
great  caution  and  were  afraid  to  do  their  ufual  quan- 
tity of  bufmefs :  Large  quantities  of  Corn  and 
Flour,  which  were  originally  defigned  for  that  Mar- 
ket, never  came  there  at  all ;  but  were  carried  where 
it  was  imagined  they  would  turn  to  a  better,  or  at 

leaft 

Sec   Fage    25. 


CORN  TRADE  and  CORN  LAWS.  29 
leaft  a  more  certain  account ;  and  many  loads  of 
Flour  were  fetched  out  of  London  again  :  and  fo 
bare  of  that  commodity  was  the  City  at  one  time, 
that  application  was  made  to  the  Lords  *  of  the 
Privy  Council  for  advice,  and  it  was  propofed  to  their 
Lordjh'ips  to  put  in  execution  the  powers  given  by  an  Acl 
<?/25  Henry  viil.  to  fix  a  price ^  at  vjhich  Wheat  and 
Flour  Jhall  be  fold  X^  and  fome  Factors  and  Mealmen 

were 

*  Their  Lordfhips  were  told,  "  there  was  juft  ground 
*«  to  fufpedl  a  combination  had  been  entered  into  to  raife 
*<  the  price  of  Flour  and  Wheat,  and  that  with  this 
««  view  many  Mealmen  have  ordered  their  Faftors  noc 
*<  to  fell  the  Flour  configned  to  them,  and  have  ain:uall/ 
"  carried  great  quantities  of  Flour  and  Wheat  back  into 
«<  the  country,  in  order  to  make  a  fcarcity  in  the  London 
*«  Market  which  may  raife  the  price. 

X  What  is  above  obferved  in  relation  to  the  power  of 
the  Magiftrate  in  regard  to  Bread,  will  hold  good  as  to 
every  fpecies  of  provifion,  and  a  French  Author  gives 
us  the  following  ftory,  which  confirms  what  is  here  ad- 
vanced, and  is  an  account  of  the  fuccefs  of  an  attempt 
to  make  a  regulation  like  that  propofed  to  the  Privy 
Council. 

The  Ordonnance  of  Philip  the  fair,  in  March 
1304,  fays.  None,  under  pain  of  confifcation  of  their 
goods,  fhall  fell  theSnTiER  ofth^  best  Wheat,  Paris- 
meafure,  for  more  than  forty yo/r  Paris-money,  and  the 
Setier  of  other  inferior  Corn  in  proportion,  and  of 
Beans  and  Barley  at  thirty y^/^,  of  Oats  at  twenty yc/j, 
Bran  at  tcn/ols  and  other  grain  in  proportion. 

But,  fays  my  Author,  this  Ordonnance  was  made 
in  a  great  fcarcity,  and  it  produced  a  moft  unhappy  ef- 
fedl,  in  that  it  hindered  the  Markets  from  being  fuppli- 
ed  ;  and  it  was  revoked  fome  days  after  by  another  Or- 
donnance, dated  at  Pans  in  1304  on  Falm-fimdayy  in 
which  Philip  the  fair  permits  the  fellers  of  Corn  to 
get  what  price  they  can. 

EJJaifur  les  Monmies,  Fcfiisf  1 7 46,  4to.  fo.  35,  notes* 
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were  ordered  to  attend  the  25  Aug.  1757,  which  they 
accordingly  did,  and  were  examined;  after  which, 
more  regard  being  had  to  fet  the  Aflize  of  Bread  ac- 
cording to  the  returned  prices  of  Wheat  and  Flour, 
the  affair  was  foon  remedied  ;  and  the  fame  having 
been  continued  ever  fmce,  with  more  regularity, 
the  Markets  have  in  general  been  well  fupplied. 

t  However,  it  was  then  found,  from  experience, 
that  the  power  of  the  Magiftrate  in  fetting  the  AiTize 
of  Bread,  is  in  faEi^  as  was  before  hinted,  only 
declaratory,  or  faying  at  wh^it  prices,  according  to 
the  returned  V2\\x^  of  the  grain,  l^c.  the  Baker  will 
have  a  reafonable  living  profit.  It  is  true,  where 
they  lay  under  any  difficulty  to  get  a  true  return^ 
they  will  be  at  a  lofs  how  to  make  fuch  declaration 
with  propriety :  but  this  can  only  happen  in  fmall 
towns  or  villages ;  and  in  fuch  places  it  is  beft  not 
to  fet  the  Affize  at  all :  more  efpecially  fince 
the  Statue  of  3  Geo.  3.  cap.  9.  brings  the  Bakers 
of  Bread,  particularly  of  that  made  of  Wheat,  un- 
der a  tolerable  good  regulation  in  thofe  places  where 
Magiftrates  (hall  not  think  fit  to  fet  the  AiTize. 

f  But,  as  it  would  be  proper  in  fmall  Towns  and 
Villages  to  omit;  fo  in  large  Towns  and  Cities  it 
v/ill  always  be  neceffary  to  fet  the  Affize,  in  order  to 
fatisfy  the  people  that  the  price  which  the  Bakers 
demand  is  no  more  than  what  is  thought  reafonable 
by  the  Magiftrates,  and  they  have  two  rules  by 
which  they  may  judge  if  they  have  been  miftaken 
or  mifled  ;  that  is,  for  any  confiderable  time,  acci- 
dental miftakes  and  impofitions,  as  they  are  impolli^ 
ble  to  be  avoided,  are  not  here  meant. 

f  Firft  then,  if  they  have  been  induced  to  fet  the 
Aflize  too  high,  or  fo  as  to  give  the  Bakers  too  large 

4a 
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an  allowance,  they  will  find  many'*'  of  them  fell  for 
lefs  than  they  allov^. 

f  And,  fecondly,  if  on  the  contrary  they  have 
been  induced  to  fet  it  too  low,  they  will  find  as  in  the 
above  cafe  the  Markets  badly  fupplied. 

The  AfHze-table  %  feems  to  want  fome  enlarge- 
ments, no  notice  being  therein  taken  what  price 
Flour  fhould  be  efteemed  to  bear  in  proportion  to 
Wheat;  and,  when  this  is  done,  it  might  not  be 
amifs  to  explain  the  method  which  fhould  be  taken 
in  fetting  the  Afiize  out  of  Corporations,  which  is 
now  feldom  done,  and  in  many  places  negle£led, 
only  becaufe  the  Law  feems  not  explicit  enough  on 
that  head  ;  though  it  may  require  great  care  in  ap- 
pointing for  what  diftricSl  the  fame  fhould  be  fet  ; 
pofTibly  every  Hundred  may  do  ;  but,  it  feems,  a 
certain  diltance  round  every  Corporation,  in  regard 
to  London  it  would  be  beft  if  it  were  ten  or  twelve 
miles,  fhould  be  obliged  to  follow  the  Affize  fet, 
aiid  Orders  made,  by  the  Magiflrate  thereof ;  other- 
wife,  as  Bread  may,  and  will,  often  be  different  in 
its  price  in  the  Town  and  its  neighbourhood,  a  con- 
tinual difcontent,  on  account  thereof,  will  be  kept  up 
amongfl  the  poor,  which  may,  by  the  foregoing 
method  of  making  certain  diflances  round  Corpora- 
tions follow  the  AfTize  thereof,  be  prevented,  and 
that  without   departing  from   the   rules  of  juflice, 

fince, 

*  M/?»>'— there  are  very  frequently  or  indeed  generally 
fome  who  underfell;  and  it  too  often  happens  that  they 
make  themfelves  ample  amends  in  the  quality,  or  quan- 
tity, and  fometimes  in  both. 

X  A  new  Alfize-table  was  fettled  and  the  Baking-trade 
regulated  by  Stat.  31  G.  2.  c.  9  ;     many  of  which  regu- 
lations were  by  3  G.  3.  c.   11.  extended  to  places  where ^ 
an  Affize  Ihall  not  be  fet. 
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fincc,  one  time  with  another,  the  neighbourhoods 
of  Cities  and  great  Towns  are  ferved  much  on  the 
fame  terms  as  they  are. 

Thus  have  we  in  general  confidered  the  Corn-trade 
and  Laws,    endeavouring  to  fhew  in  what  methods 
the  Trade  is  carried  on,    from  the  Farmer  to  the 
Confumer  ;    and  in  what  light  it  hath,    or    feems  to  - 
have,  been  regarded  by  feveral  Parliaments  from  Ed, 
VI.  to  this  day,  wherein  we  could  not  forbear  to  in- 
termix a  few  refle6lions  3    and,  if  our  account   is  ge- 
nerally true,    mofi  of  thofe  who    have  wrote  upon 
this  fubject  have  been  miftaken  ;  probably,  from  con- 
fidering  the  Corn-trade  and  Laws  as  they  regard  or 
effect  particular  places,    or  parts  of  the  Kingdom  on- 
ly ;  whereas  all  Laws,  made  for  the  ufe  of  the  whole 
nation,  fhould  be  confidered  in  a  more  enlarged  view. 
It  is  not  Intended  to  infmuate,  that  the  Corn- trade 
wants  no  regulation,    or  the  Laws  relating  thereto 
no  Explanation  or  amendment,  and  that  the  Dealers 
in  Corn  are  a  fort  of  righteous  Men,    who  want  no 
reftraint  or    looking  after.     All  that  is  aimed  at  is 
only  to  fhew,    that  this  Trade    is   at  prefent  under 
better  regulations,  and  the  prefent    Corn-laws,  tho' 
they  may   want   feme  amendments,    much  better  a- 
dapted  to   the  intended    purpofe,    than  is  commonly 
imagined  :  and  that,    whatever  may  be   the  will    of 
particular  Perfons,   Providence,  by  the  nature  of  the 
commodity,  the  large  fums  necefTary,    and  the  num- 
ber of  hands  required  to  carry  on  this  Trade,  hath 
put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Corn-factors,    and  all 
others  concerned  therein,    in  any  confiderable  degree 
to  opprefs  the  people,  more  cfpecially  whilft  the  pre- 
ftnt  Laws  are  in  force  ;  and,  we  are  fully  perfuaded, 
no  better  Laws  in  general  for  conducing   this  af- 
fair 
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fair  can  be  framed  or  delivered,  how  much  foever,  in 
particular  inftances,  they  may  be  improved.  Let  us 
reflect  once  more  upon  what  they  fay. 

To  the  Farmer — Till  your  land,  and  fear  not  hav- 
ing fo  great  a  plenty  as  to  be  a  burthen  and  lofs  to 
you,  for  we  will  give  a  Bounty  for  the  Exportation* 
of  what  can  be  fpared. 

To  the  People — Be  not  uneafy  at  the  Exporta- 
tion of  Corn,  for  when  it  begins  to  grow  dear,  the 
Bounty  fhall  ceafe  *,  and  when  it  is  dear,  it  fhall  be 
imported  at  fuch  a  moderate  and  proper  duty,  as 
whilft  it  adds  fo  little  to  the  price  J,  as  not  to  diftrefs 
you,  {hall  yet  prevent  fo  great  a  quantity  being 
thrown  in,  as  may  deter  our  own  Farmers  from  Til- 
^^g^  §5  nay,  even  when  it  becomes  necefTary,  it 
ihall  be  imported  Duty  free. 

F  To 

*   I  Wm.  and  M.  c.  12.  5  Ann  c.  29. 

J  15  Car.  2.  c.  7.  I  Ja.  2.  c.  19.  2  G.  2.  cap.  18, 
and  5  G.  2.  c.    12. 

§  How  far  the  Farmer  may  by  Exportation,  for  which 
we  give  a  Bounty,  be  prompted  to  till,  or  by  the  prohibi- 
tion thereof  generally,  or  abfolutely,  or  by  the  fear  of 
large  Importations,  be  difcouraged  from  Tillage,  our 
Legiflators  know  ;  and  the  following  fhort  piece  of  Hif- 
tory,  communicated  to  me  by  a  Gentleman,  who  was  an 
Eye-witnefs  of  the  fafts,  may  ferve  to  fhew  their  wifdom 
and  forefight  in  making  the  Laws  which  are  provided  for 
that  purpofe. 

In  Turkey,  the  Grand  Vizir,  between  twenty  and  thirty 
years  ago,  fufFered  a  more  general  Exportation  of  Corn 
to  be  carried  on,  and  more  openly,  than  any  of  his  Pre- 
deceffors  had  done,  infomuch  that  t/^ree  hundred  FrencU 
Vejfels,  from  twenty  to  two  hundred  Tons,  were,  on  one 
day,  feen  to  enter  Smyrna  Bay  to  load  Corn,  and 
Wheat  was  then  fold  for  lefs  than  feventeen  pence  Eng- 
Ujh  a  Bufhel,  with  all  the  cxpences  inputting  the  fame  on 
board  included.  From 
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To  the  Corn  Merchants,  Fa£lors,  Mcalmen, 
Mealfa6lors,  and  all  concerned  and  employed  in  tranf^ 
porting  Corn  and  Flour  from  the  growing  Coun- 
ties, to  fuch  parts  where  the  confumption  exceeds 
the  growth,  and  collecting  it  for  Exportation  when 
allowed. — Proceed  freely  in  your  bufmefs,  for  if  the 
falfe  notions,  v/hich  the  populace  may  of  themfelve* 

conceive, 

From  thefe  open  proceedings,  the  Janizaries  and  Peo- 
ple took  the  alarm,  pretended  that  all  the  Corn  was  go- 
ing to  be  exported,  and  that  they,  in  confequence,  muft 
h^Jlar-ved  I  and  in  Conjiant.nople,  grew  fo  mutinous,  that 
they  could  not  be  appeafed  till  the  Vizir  was  flrangled, 
and  his  body  thrown  out  to  them. 

His  Succefibr  took  particular  care  not  to  fplit  on  the 
fame  rock,  and  would  fuffer  no  Exportation  at  all  ;  ma- 
ny of  the  FariTicrs,  who  locked  on  the  Exportation  as 
their  greateil:  demand,  neglefted  Tillage  to  fave  their 
rent?,  which  in  that  Country  are  paid  either  in  kind,  or 
in  prpportion  to  their  Crops,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  in 
Jefa  than  three  years,  thefime  quantity  of  Corn,  which, 
ivi  time  of  Export,  fold  for  not  quite  feventeen  pence, 
v/as  worth  more  than  fiX  (liillings,  and  the  diflrelFes  of 
the  People  in  .Swyr«<2  were  fuch,  that  every  bakehcufe, 
and  Magazine  of  Corn,  w?is  obliged  to  have  a  military- 
guard,  which  took  care  that  no  one  Perfon  fhould  have 
mere  than  a  fixed  quantity;  and  fo  ftriftly  was  this  Or- 
der obf;irved,  that  an  Eriglifto  ihip  in  the  7«;-i(>- trade, 
was  detained  from  failing  fome  time  for  want  of  Bread. 

The  ill  confequences  of  thefe  proceedings  were  not  re- 
moved in  many  years,  and  to  this  day,  the  fate  of  th? 
Viy.ir,  as  an  unfortunate  i^ood  Man,  is  lamented. 

While  v/e  have  a  Parliament,  we  need  nor  fear  fuch  ill 
confequences  from  the  mifcaken  notions  of  the  people,  or 
the  Farmer,  but,  within  memory,  the  People,  in  more 
parts  oi  Great-Britain  than  one,  have  proceeded  to  Ex- 
iremities  upon  as  niiilp.ken  principles,  as  the  People  ^t 
Covfianfinople  did  in  the  cafe  above  related,  and  which,  if 
they  had  not  been  timely  checked,  might  have  prove^ 
fis  much  to  their  own  difadvantage. 
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conceive,  or  wicked  Men  for  bad  purpofes,  or  for 
want  of  better  information,  may  poflefs  themfelves 
with,  fhould  make  them  interrupt  you,  and  forcibly 
take  away,  or  fpoil  your  property,  the  Place  *, 
where  fuch  interruption  happens,  fhall  pay  the  da- 
mage, orthofe  who  do  it  fhall  be  punlflied.  But  let 
not  this  promife  of  protection  and  recompence  be  fo 
ill  received,  and  ungratefully  returned  by  you,  as  to 
induce  you  to  endeavour  to  get  an  unreafonablc 
Gain,  and  to  opprefs  the  Poor ;  for,  in  that  cafe, 
we  will  fet  a  price  on  your  commodity  :|:,  and  punlfh 
you,  if  you  do  not  comply  v/ith  our  Orders  ;  yet 
this  fhall  be  done,  not  by  any  inferior  Magiftrates, 
who  by  their  connections  may,  however  v/ell  they 
intend,  be  byafTed  either  for  or  agalnfl:  you,  or  for 
want  of  proper  information  may  give  improper  Or- 
ders, but  by  the  King's  Privy  Council,  and  great 
Officers  of  flate,  or  any  (evQn  of  them,  of  which 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Treafurer,  Lord  Prefi- 
dent,  or  Lord  Privy  Seal,  fhall  be  one,  who  being 
befl  apprifed  of  what  Is  fit  to  be  done  throughout  the 
whole  Realm,  and  in  every  part  thereof,  are,  for  that 
reafon,  themofl  capable  to  judge  and  the  only  pro- 
per Perfons  to  be  trufted  in  what  is  fit  to  be  done  in 
this  affair. 

In  regard  to  the  Bakers,  it  Is  true,  we  have  trufled 
them  to  Magiftrates  of  Corporations  and  Jufllces  of 
the  Peace,  who  have  a  clear  rule  for  their  condu6t. 
But  while  the  Bakers  a6t  uprightly,  they  may  pro- 
ceed with  the  fame  freedom  and  fafety,  as  all  others 
may,  in  the  carrying  on  their  branch  of  the  Corn- 
trade. 

F  2  In 

*  II  George  2,  c.  22.        %  25  Hen.  8.  c.  2. 
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In  this  fmall  compafs  may  be  feen  a  general  view 
and  purport  of  moft  of  our  Laws  relating  to  the 
Corn-trade,  except  thofe  regarding  Malt,  Markets^ 
and  Meafures,  and  which  it  might  be  poflible  to  re- 
duce, except  the  Baking-a6l,  which  fecms  necef- 
fary  to  be  kept  apart,  into  one  plain  act  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  in  which,  though  fome  amendments  may  be 
made,  we  are  bold  to  fay,  the  general  Plan  cannot 
te  improved. 

Here  a  queftion  naturally  arifes,  how,  and  in 
what  refpecSts,  can  thofe  amendments  in  our  Corn- 
laws  be  made  ?  To  this,  of  myfelf  I  prefume  to  fay 
little,  but  what  I  have  heard  from  fome  able  Men, 
who  feem  to  underftand  the  affair,  I  fhall  take  the 
liberty  to  put  down. 

Let  the  Bounty  *  on  Wheat  be  reduced  to  4s,  per 
quarter,  and  on  other  Grain  in  proportion^  and  pay- 
able on  Wheat  to  40s.  Rye  to  26s.  Barley  and  Malt 
to  20s.  yet  when  they  exceed  thefe  prices,  and  do 
not  exceed  the  old  Exportation  prices,  let  them  be 
freely  exported ;  and  when  they  exceed  thofe  prices, 
let  Exportation  ceafe,  except  to  our  own  fubje<5t» 
abroad  inourfervice,  and  the  Garrifons  in  our  Forts, 
and  fuch  as  ought  to  be  excepted,  and  then  let 
Corn  be  imported  at  the  prefent  low  duties,  till  it 
Ihall  have  rifen,  Wheat  to  54s.  and  other  Grain  in 
proportion  5  and,  after  that,  duty  free,  taking  care 
net  to  make  the  Law  fo  pofitive,  but  that  the  King, 
by  the  advice  of  his  Council,  when  he  fhall  think 
proper,  tho'  Corn  fhall  be  under  the  Exportation 
prices,  may  forbid  the  Exportation  of  every,    or  any 

Species 

*  See  this  flated  at  large  in  the  confiderations  of  the 
Laws  relating  to  the  Importation  and  Exportation  o£ 
Corn. 
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Species  thereof,  for  a  time  to  be  limited  :  And, 
to  prevent  confufion,  let  the  Juftices  of  the  peace, 
in  each  Quarter- feffions,  and  the  Privy  Council  at 
all  times,  have  povirer  to  enquire  into  the  prices  of 
Corn  in  each  Port,  and  certify  the  fame  to  the  Cuf- 
tomer  thereof,  and  let  fuch  prices,  as  they  fhall  cer*- 
tify,  for  three  months  after,  be  his  guide,  except 
the  King  in  Council  fhall  order  otherwife,  in  re- 
gard to  paying  the  Bounty,  permitting  the  Export 
without  Bounty,  flopping  the  Exportation,  and  per- 
mitting the  Impbrtation  at  the  low  Duty  or  Duty 
free,  the  prefent  method  of  obtaining  the  Bounty 
by  affidavit,  in  regard  to  the  Market-price,  in  all 
Ports  where  no  fuch  Certificate  fhall  be  in  force,  be- 
ing flill  obferved. 

Two  things,  they  pretend,  ought  to  be  taken  ef- 
pecial  Care  of,  viz.  to  guard  againft  the  Bounty  be- 
ing paid  for  Corn  not  exported,  which  they  affirm, 
formerly  to  have  been  the  cafe,  and  to  protefl:,  at  all 
times,  Perfons  who  may  be  engaged  in  carryino- 
Corn,  or  Flour,  from  one  part  of  the  Kingdom  to 
another,  that  the  whole  may  have,  as  near  as  may 
be,  an  equal  fhare  of  the  bleffings  of  Providence  • 
otherwife,  whilfl  a  Bounty  may  be  paying  in  one 
place  for  the  Exportation  of  Corn,  another  part  of 
the  Kingdom  may  almofl  fufFer  famine.  So  much 
for  the  general  Laws  about  Corn. 

As  to  the  Laws  about  Malt,  it  would  be  needlcfs 
to  mention  them  here,  fmce  they,  in  their  Execution, 
are  under  the  Commiffioners  of  Excife. 

In  regard  to  the  Laws  about  Markets,  they  feeta 
not  full  or  explicit  enough,  or  to  be  grown  by  the 
alterations  of  times  ia  a  manner  ufelefs,  or  rather 
impoffibk  to  be  ufed  ^  befidcs,   the  Statute  5  and  6 

•f 
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oi  Ediuardvi,  as  far  as  relates  to  Wejlmorehnd^  CurrH 
herland,  Chejler^  Lancajler  and  York^  and  all  foreign 
vidluals  imported,  except  Fifh  and  Salt,  is  by  5  and 
13  o^  Elizabeth  altered,  or  repealed  ^  by  Statutes  21 
oi  James  i.  and  3  o^  Car,  i.  till  Wheat  is  32s.  any 
Perfon  may  buy  it  *  in  Market  or  out  of  Market  ; 
and  by  i^oi  Car-  2.  this  Ad  is  further  altered,  as 
hath  been  before  obferved. 

A  notion  had  fomc  time  prevailed,  that  buying 
Corn  by  Sample  is  Forestalling,  and  contrary  to 
Law,  which  feems  to  be  a  miftake.  The  Statute  of 
Edward  vi.  fays  fo  plainly  what  Foreftalling  is, 
that  it  may  be  w^ondered  how  fuch  a  notion  could 
prevail.  It  is  buying  any  thing  comings  or  making 
a  bargain  for  any  thing  coinings  before  the 
fame  fhall  be  in  the  Market,  or  perfuading  Per- 
fons  coming  to  abftain.  Now  what  hath  this  to  do 
with  Samples  ?  In  many  places  it  is  not  practicable 
to  bring  all  into  the  Market,  or,  if  it  were  ;  would 
it  be  reafonable  ?  Or  could  it  ever  be  intended, 
that  in  fuch  Towns,  and  many  fuch  there  are,  where 
from  500  to  2000  quarters  are  fold  every  Market- 
day,  and  whofe  inhabitants  do  not  confume  2000 
quarters  of  Bread-corn  in  a  whole  year,  every  part 
of  the  quantity  fold  fhould  be  pitched  in  the  Market^ 
after  having  been  drawn  many  miles,  and  that,  per- 
haps 

*  And  yet  Ho^velly  afterwards  Clerk  of  the  Council, 
in  a  Letter  from  Rouen,  dated  Sept.  7,  1 6 19,  fays,  "  'Tis 
true  Ejigland  hath  a  good  Repute  abroad  for  her  Fer- 
tility, yet  be  our  HarvcHs  never  fo  kindly,  and  our 
Crops  never  fo  plentiful,  we  have  every  year  common- 
ly fome  Grain  from  thence,  (France)  or  from  Dant- 
K/V,  and  other  places  imported  by  the  Merchant.'* 
The  alteration  or  different  fituation  between  thefe  times 
?ind  thofe  in  regard  to  our  plenty  need  not  be  mentioned. 


CORN  TRADE  and  CORN  LAW5.   39 

haps,  thro'  very  bad  roads,  to  be  drawn  afterwards 
poffibly  another  way  as  many  miles  more,  nay  fome-- 
times  diredlly  back  again  by  the  Farmer's  own  door, 
to  be  ground,  or  put  on  Ship-board,  either  for  the  ufc 
ofdiftant  parts  of  the  Kingdom,  or  foreign  parts. 

There  is  a  cuftom  ftill  retained  in  London  which 
feems  to  explain  this  affair,  and  to  have  been  at  firft 
introduced  to  prevent  Foreftalling  :  Which  is  this, 
no  Corn  is  permitted  to  be  meafured  till  a  Sample  is 
carried  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  who  is  thereby  not  only 
apprized  of  its  Arrival  himfelf,  but  alfo  of  its  Fit- 
nefs  for  Man's  Ufe^  and  hath,  by  his  Crier,  an  op- 
portunity to  give  notice  to  the  whole  City  of  its  ar- 
rival, and  then  grants  his  permit  to  the  perfon  re- 
quefting  to  meafure  and  take  up  his  Corn,  either  for 
fale,  or  to  put  in  Granaries. 

Reg  RATING  is  felling  vi£luals^  in  which  Corn  is 
included,  bought  in  the  fame  Market,  or  within  four 
miles  thereof,  again,  except  to  each  Perfon  for  his 
Family,  which,  however,  by  Stat.  15  Car.  2.  may 
now  be  done  after  three  months. 

Now,  however  necefTary  it  may  be  to  prevent  thofe 
who,  knowing  the  particular  fort  of  Corn  that  their 
neighbours  may  want,  or  taking  advantage  of  igno- 
rant, or  idle  People,  which  come  late  to  Market, 
cngrofs  what  they  can  early  in  the  morning,  and 
then,  out  of  pure  friendjhip^  fpare  it  again  on  the 
fame  day  ;  yet  the  general  and  ftricSl  execution  of 
this  claufe  would  be  hurtful ;  for  who  would  ven- 
ture, in  London  more  particularly,  to  buy  and  lay  up 
any  Corn  when  the  Market  is  overftocked,  if  he  was 
obliged,  either  not  to  fell  it  in  the  fame  Market  a- 
gain  at  all,  or  not  till  after  three  months ;  or  how 
would  that  Market  be   fupplied,   moft  certainly  very 

fparingly, 
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fparingly,  where  any  the  leall  furplus  muft  either 
be  laid  up  at  the  expence  of  the  Importer,  who  ge- 
nerally wants  the  Money,  or  elfe  fold  for  next  to  no- 
thing. So  fenfible  were  our  Legiflators  of  this,  that 
when  Corn  is  imported,  if  the  importer  cannot  fell  it 
but  to  lofs,  it  may  be  re-exported  to  foreign  parts  and 
great  part  of  the  duty  will  be  returned  :  *  and  if  he 
takes  care  to  report  his  fhip  for  Exportation,  and 
keep  her  without  the  Port,  he  may,  if  hediflikes  the 
price,  go  to  any  other  port  of  the  Kingdom  which  o- 
therwife  he  cannot. 

Ingrossing  of  Corn,  is  getting  It  into  pofieflion 
with  intent  to  fell  it  again,  except  by  perfons  proper- 
ly qualified,  or  lawfully  authorized,  which  every 
Man  now  is,  till  Wheat  is  48s.  by  Statute  15  Car.  2. 
in  regard  to  which  enough  hath  been  faid  before. 

In  this,  as  was  before  obferved  In  relation  to  the 
Corn-laws,  It  is  not  intended  to  infinuate,  that  no 
Laws  can  be  enabled  for  the  better  regulation  of  the 
Markets,  for  there  certainly  may,  but  only  to  fhew, 
atleaft,  that  we  think,  that  the  old  Laws  could  not 
have  the  intention,  in  their  firlllnftltution,  which  fome 
Men  may  Imagine  ;  and  that,  till  every  Market  in 
the  Kingdom  is  exa<9:ly  or  at  leaft  nearly.  In  the 
famecircumftances,  or  the  growth  of  Corn  Is  nearly 
the  fame  throughout  the  whole  Nation,  no  one  ge- 
neral Law  feems  polTible  te  be  made,  which  will 
properly,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  cafes,  regulate 
them  all ;  yet  it  may  be  prefumed,  that,  upon  ap- 
plication from  any  particular  Place,  the  Parliament 
would  pafs  a  temporary  a6t  to  regulate  their  mar- 
kets, and  their  experience  might  be  of  great  ufe  in 
ferving  to  fhew,  how  far  It  would  be  proper  to  put 
other  Places  in  the  fame  or  like   circumftances  on 

the 
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the  fame  footing.  That  which  bids  the  faireft  to 
fuit  them  all  is,  to  caufe  a  certain  hour  for  the  o- 
pening  of  each  Market  to  be  fixed,  and  to  make  it 
penal  to  fell  any  Corn  before  notice  is  given  by  a 
Bell  or  otherwife,  and  then  thofe,  who  are  not  in 
time,  may  blame  the.iifelves. 

Meafures  have  been  attempted  to  be  regulated  to 
no  purpofe,  as  appears  by  many  Ads  fince  Magna 
Charta^  which  is  now  500  years  ago,  by  obliging 
all  Perfons  to  ufe  the  like  ;  and,  it  may  be  feared, 
there  are  difficulties  to  be  furmounted,  which  may 
retard  their  regulation  as  yet  for  a  long  while^', 

t  We  fhall  mention  only  one,  which  it  feems 
would  not  be  eafily  got  over,  in  regard  to  the  mea- 
fure  of  Corn  ;  where  the  poor  buy  it  for  their  own 
ufe  and  a  large  bufhel  is  at  prefent  ufed ;  for  there  it 
would  be  very  difficult,  if  it  was  reduced  to  the 
prefent  ftandard,  to  fatisfy  them  that  they  received 
no  injury  by  the  redu6tion. 

f  For  inftance,  let  us  fuppofe  the  a£l  to  com- 
mence in  a  place  where  the  meafure  of  the  bufhel  of 
Wheat  is  nine  gallons,  the  weight  72  lb.  and  the 
price  4  s.  6  d.  this  bufhel  being  reduced  to  eight 
gallons  of  the  weight  of  64  lb.  and  to  the  price  of 
4s.  would  at  firfl  give  no  offence ;  nor  fo  long  as 
the  price  fhould  remain  under  four  fhillings,  as  it 
would  be  plain  that  although  the  fize  and  weight  of 
the  bufhel  were  lefs  than  before,  the  price  was  alfo 
reduced  in  a  due  proportion  ;  but  whenever  it  fhould 
G  happen 

*  Since  this  was  wrote,  two  or  three  Committees  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  have  taken  great  pains  in  regard 
to  Weights  and  Meafures ;  but  the  difficulties  are  not  yet 
gQi  over. 
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happen  that  the  eight  gallon  bufhel  was  fold  for , 
4$.  6d.  then  the  poor  would  be  apt  to  grow  difcon- 
tented,  and  fay,  the  bufhel  is  leflened,  and  yet  the 
price  is  raifed,  and  it  would  not  be  an  eafy  matter  to 
perfwade  them  to  believe,  that  if  it  was  ftill  nine 
gallons,  the  value  would  be  more  than  five  ihil- 
lings. 

In  the  mean  time,  if  it  were  enabled,  that  in 
every  Market-houfe  in  Great  Britain,  or  fome  more 
confpicuous  place  in  every  Market-town,  the  con- 
tents of  the  bufhel,  and  other  meafures,  in  /i^«- 
chefter  quarts  and  pints,  fhould  be  wrote  up,  and 
kept  continually  legible,  and  every  Perfon  felling 
Corn  there  fhould  be  bound,  without  exprefs  men- 
tion being  made  thereof  and  in  cafe  no  exprefs  men- 
tion be  made  at  the  Bargain-making  to  the  contrary, 
to  deliver  the  Perfon  to  whom  he  fells  the  quantity 
for  the  Bufhel,  or  other  meafure,  as  fo  wrote  up, 
and  at  the  fame  time  it  fhould  be  prohibited  to  depart 
from  the  ufe  of  the  cuflomary  meafure  to  any  other 
but  the  legal,  or  Winchejier  meafure. 

Many  good  ends  might  be  anfwered  by  this  regula- 
tion ;  every  Stranger  coming  into  the  Market  would 
know  what  meafure  he  is  to  expedt ;  and,  if  cer- 
tificates of  the  meafures  ufed  in  each  Market  were 
tranfinittcd  to  the  Excife,  the  whole  might  be  made 
into  a  kind  of  alphabet,  by  which  every  Perfon 
would  be  enabled  to  find  the  various  meafures  ufed  in 
every  part  of  the  nation. 

The  Statute  15  Car.  2.  fixes  the  prices  at  which 
all  other  Sorts  of  Grain  may  be  laid  up,  as  well  as 
Wheat,  and  Stat,  i  Will,  and  Mary  gives  a  Bounty 
on  the  Exportation  of  Rye,  Barley,  and  Wheat- 
meal,  as  well  as  Wheat,  and  Stat.  5  Anriy  on  Oatmeal, 

but 
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T>ut  it  was  thought  proper  to  take  notice  of  Wheat 
only  in  this  EfTay  in  order  to  avoid  prolixity. 

The  prices  of  Wheat  mentioned  herein  are  taken 
from  the  Regifter  of   Eton  College,    an  abftrad  of 
which   from  1646  follows;    and  we  will  clofe  the  • 
whole  with  a  Lift  of  the  Statutes  above  referred  to. 

From  1^46  to  1666  the  Average  Price  of  the  Qur  ofWheat  2  17     ft 
1666  to  1686     —     —     —     —     —     —     —     — 26     3 

1686  to  1706        —    —     —    —     —     —    —       a5     9| 

1706  to  1726     —    —    —     —     —    —    —    —  24     9| 

1726  to  1746         —     —     —     —     —     —     —      1   17   lot 

1746  to  1756     —    —     —     —     —     —     —     --i'7S 

Note^  Thefe  are  the  prices  of  the  very  beft  Wheat; 
befides  the  meafure  there  is  full  nine  gallons ;  fo  that> 
deducting  zs.  for  the  finenefs,  and  one  ninth  for  the 
meafure,  the  prices  will  ftand  thus,  viz, 

£.  s.    d. 

From  1646  to  1686       —     —         244  Winchefter  Meafure* 
1686  to  1756  —    —     —     115     I  Ditto, 

^^'Ltn^^hta^er^'-"-^-^''^?      ~9     3  per  Quarter. 

In  1 688,  the  Bounty  on  Exportation  was  firft  giv- 
en, and  Wheat  having  on  the  average  been  fo  much 
cheaper  ever  fmce  (hews,  that  the  Law  then  made 
was  a  good  Law,  as  well  as  i^Car,  2.  for,  if  only 
two  thirds  of  the  Corn  confumed  in  Bread  hath  been 
Wheat,  and  the  above  Regifter  is  true,  the  Money^ 
which  hath  been  faved  annually  in  that  article  only, 
amounts  to  above  a  million  and  a  half  of  Money*- ;  an 
almoft  incredible  fum,  and  more  than  four  times  the 
fum  paid  for  Bounty  on  the  Exportation  of  all  forts 
of  Corn  in  the  year  of  the  greateft  Export  ever 
know ;  befides  the  ready  money  which  hath  been 
brought  into  the  nation  for  the  Corn  exported. 

G  2  A  LIST 

*  See  the  account  Hated  in  the  Colleftion  of  Papers 
TAd  the  third. 
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Thefe  are  all  the  moft  material  Statutes  we  can 
find  relative  to  the  Corn-trade ;  and  it  is  remarka- 
ble, that  although  the  Bounty  hath  been  be- 
fore fufpended,  and  the  Exportation  prohibited, 
yet,  till  1757,  the  Importation  was  never  allowed 
duty  free. 

The  following  papers,  which  were  before  added, 
are  here  continued  by  way  of  Appendix,  the  writers 
are  entirely  unknown  to  the  Author,  nor  doth  he 
know  how  he  came  by  them,  but  thinks  they  were 
given  away  at  the  door  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
and  in  his  opinion  ftiould  not  be  loft,  as  they  not 
only  contain  fome  things  which  have  flipped  him  in 
the  EfTay ;  but  alfo  explain  fome  of  thofe  he  hath 
mentioned  in  a  better  and  clearer  manner  than  he 
hath  done. 
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MEMORIAL 

FOR    THE 

Royal  Boroughs  of  Scotland. 


tT  is  now  paft  all  Doubt  with  the  difcerning  Part 
-■'  of  this  Nation,  that  the  prefent  high  Prices  of 
Grain  proceed  from  the  great  Deficiencies  that  hap- 
pened in  the  two  iaft  Crops.  The  firft  was  almoft 
entirely  confumed  before  the  Iaft  was  got  well  off  the 
Ground  ;  and  the  Iaft  proves  extremely  deficient, 
both  in  Qiiantity  and  Quality. 

It  is  therefore  perfeftly  evident,  that  an  Addition 
to  the  Quantity  can  alone  relieve  the  Diftrefles  of 
the  Poor  and  labouring  People,  It  is  this,  and  this 
only,  which  will  reduce  the  prefent  exorbitant  price 
f)f  Grain  in  the  populous,  grafmg,  and  manufadtu- 
ring  Counties,  which  never  yield  Grain  fufficient 
for  their  own  Subfiftence,  where  the  Poor  prefently 
labour  under  extreme  Diftrefs,  and  which,  it  is  too 
greatly  to  be  feared,  muft  even  increafe,   if  fome  ef- 

fedlual 
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fe£lual  Meafures  be  not  immediately  taken  for  their 
Relief. 

It  would  be  highly  proper  to  fufpend  the  Duties 
on  the  Importation  of  all  kinds  of  Grain  for  a  li- 
mited Time,  in  order  to  encourage  the  bringing 
Corn  from  abroad  to  fupply  the  Wants  of  the  Poor, 
and  thereby  to  fupport  the  Trade  and  Manufactures 
of  the  Nation  which  otherwife  muft  fufFer  in  a  very 
high  Degree.  But  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Legif- 
lature  (hould  be  attentive  to  fuch  Meafures  as  ".viU 
not  only  reduce  the  prefent  Prices,  and  prevent  their 
growing  higher,  they  fhould  alfo  be  careful  to  pre- 
vent any  unneceflary  Confumption  of  foreign  Grain  j 
as  that  muft  drain  the  Ifland  of  fo  much  of  her  Trea- 
fure,  and  in  fome  Degree  difcourage  her  Agriculture, 
and  abate  her  Strength. 

To  this  End  it  is  of  high  Importance,  that  the 
Communication  be  rendered  as  free  and  eafy  as  poffi- 
ble,  from  the  growing  Counties  to  thofe  who  never 
produce  enough  for  their  own  Confumption.  The  Le- 
giflature  ought  therefore  to  confider,  how  to  prevent 
the  prefent  riotous  Proceedings  of  the  common  People, 
their  feizing  on  the  Rivers  and  High-roads  the  Corn  go- 
ing to  or  coming  from  the  public  Markets  or  Shipping 
Ports,  and  felling  it  off,  or  otherwife  diftrlbuting  it 
as  they  pleafe,  in  open  Defiance  of  the  Laws. 

It  is  to  beobferved  too,  that  thefe  Proceedings  de- 
mand the  ftrlder  Attention,  that  they  prevail  chiefly 
in  the  growing  Counties,  thereby  preventing  the 
Supplies  from  going  to  the  populous  manufaduring 
Diftrids,  which  arc?  in  real  Want.  The  leaft  Evil 
that  enfues  from  fuch  Abufes,  is  inhancing  the  price 
in  a  great  Degree,  by  increafmg  the  Rifk  and  Charge 
of  the  Adventurer. 

The 
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The  old  Laws  which  were  made  before  Commerce 
was  well  underftood,  thofe,  to  wit,  of  the  5th  and 
6th  Edward  vi.  and  of  the  5th  of  Elizabeth^  feem 
to  have  a  confiderable  Tendency  to  increafe  the  Pri- 
ces'to  the  manufaiSluring  Counties.     They  lay  many 
Reftraints  upon    the  Purchafers  of  Corn,  and  fub- 
je6l  them  to  heavy  Penalties,  which  they  are  liable 
to  incur  by    very  innocent  Miilakes.     Hence  Per^ 
fons  of  Character  and  Subftance  in  many  Places  now 
decline  all  Concern  or  Adventure  in  Grain,  to  the 
2-reat  Detriment  and  Diflrefs  of  the  Diftricts  diflant 
from  the  Places  of  Growth,  which  were  in  ufe  to  bo 
fupplied  by  their  Means,  and  can  hardly  indeed  be 
fupplied     otherwife.       It    is    true,    that,    in  order 
to    abate    the    Rigour     of    thefc     Statutes,    there 
was  a  Law  pafled  in  the  15th  of  Chads s  2.  whereby 
it  was    enaded,  cap.    7.    §.  4.     *'  That  when  the 
''  Prices  of   Corn   or    Grain,    JVinchefur  Meafure, 
'*  do  not  exceed  the  Rates  following  at  the  Markets, 
*'  Havens,  or  Places  where  the  fame  fhall  be  bought, 
*'  VIZ.  the  Quarter  of  Wheat  48s.  the  Quarter  of 
^'  Rye  32s.  the  Quarter  of  Barley  or  Malt  28s.  the 
^'  Qr.   of  Buck  Wheat  28s.  the  Qr.  of  Oats  13s, 
"  and  4d.  the  Qr.  of  Peafe  or  Beans  32s.  that  then 
"  it  (hall  be  lawful   for  all   and   every  Perfon  and 
"  Perfons  (not  foreftalling  nor  felling  the  fame  in 
*'  the  fame  Market  within  three  Months  after  thQ 
*'  buying  thereof)  to  buy  in  open  Markets,  and  tp 
*'  lay  up  and  keep  in  his  or  their  Granaries  orHoufes, 
^'  and  to  fell  again  fuch  Corn  or  Grain  of  the  Kindg 
*'  aforefaid,  as  without  Fraud  or  Covin,  (hall  havq 
''  been  bought  at  or  under  the  Prices  before  exprell^ 
^'  ed,  without  incur; ing  any  Penalty ;  any  Law  Sta-? 
^*  tute  or  Ufage  to  the  contrary  notv/ithflanding." 

H  ''This 
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This  AtS,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  does  in  feme 
Degree  mitigate  the  Ads  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth. 
But  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Prices  therein  fpe- 
cified  bear  no  juft  Proportion  to  each  other,  efpeci- 
ally  thofe  of  Wheat,  Barley,  and  Oats  j  the  firft 
being  rated  at  48s.  the  next  at  28s.  and  the  laft  at 
13s.  4d.  per  Quarter.  It  is  well  known,  that  Whe^t 
and  Barley  feldom  now  reach  thefe  Prices,  but  that 
good  Oats  exceed  the  Price  at  which  they  are  rated 
almoft  as  often  as  they  fall  fhort  of  it. 

The  Proportion  may  have  been  very  juft  at  the 
Time  this  Law  was  made ;  but  the  Alteration  ia 
Confumption,  Produce,  or  Quality,  has  put  thofc 
Articles  on  a  very  different  Footing  j  fo  that  now, 
when  Wheat  bears  the  Price  of  48s.  the  Quarter, 
and  Barley  28s.  Oats  cannot  well  be  under  20  or 
21s. 

Mr.  King^  a  very  ingenious  and  accurate  Calcu- 
lator, in  his  Computatioh  of  the  Land-product  of 
E Jigland  ^w'tn  by  Dr.  Davenant^  eftimates,  that,  in 
a  Year  of  moderate  Plenty,  the  Wheat  fells  at  28s.. 
the  Quarter,  Rye  at  20s.  Barley  at  i6s.  Oats  at  12s. 
and  Peafe  and  Beans  20s.  He  likewife  tells  us,  that 
one  tenth  of  Defe61:  in  the  Harveft  will  raife  the 
Price  of  Corn  about  three  tenths  above  the  common 
Rate  ;  that  two  tenths  of  Defeft  will  advance  the 
Price  eight  tenths,  and  three  tenths  Deficiency  will 
advance  it  about  one  and  15.  If  we  fuppofe  his  Com- 
putation any  Thing  nearly  juft,  and  that  the  Price 
of  Oats,  in  ordinary  Years  of  Plenty,  may  be  rated 
at  I2S.  a  Quarter,  furely  their  advancing  above  13s. 
4d.  muft  very  frequently  happen.  To  lay  any  Re- 
ftraiHt  therefore  upon  the  purchafmg  of  Oats  when  tt 
that  Rate,  is  doing  great  Injuftice  to  the  Farmers 
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stnd  Landholders  of  the  growing  Counties,  as  well 
as  to  thofe  which  always  ftand  in  need  of  Supply  ; 
preventing  the  firft  from  obtaining  fo  good  Prices  as 
they  might  and  ought  to  obtain,  and  the  others  from 
being  fupplied  fo  freely,  and  on  fuch  eafy  Terms, 
jis  they  would  if  they  were  relieved  from  fuch  Re- 
ftridions. 

It  would  be  proper  therefore,  that  a  Review  was 
made  of  this  Law ;  that  the  buying  of  Oats  was  re- 
lieved from  any  Reftraint,  except  when  they  fhall 
exceed  208.  to  21s.  the  Quarter,  which  will  bring 
them  on  a  par  with  other  Grain  contained  in  the  Ad: 
of  Charles  2.     It  is  furely  for  the  Advantage  of  the 
whole  Nation,  that  no  Part    of  it   fhould    enjoy  a 
Monopoly    againft   another;    and   that    every    Part 
fhould  be  cultivated  to  the  greateft  Advantage.  Some 
Diftri^ls  arc   found  moft  proper  for  Tillage,  others 
for  Grafmg  ;  the  Produce  of  both  is  equally  necef- 
fary  for  the  Support  of  the  People.     The  Legiflature 
ought  therefore,  at  all  Times,  to  have  in  view  the 
rendering  the   Circulation  of  the  different  Products 
into  all  Quarters  of  the  Kingdom  as  eafy  and  free 
from  Reftraints  as  poffible  :  For  every  Reftraint  muft 
lefTen  the  Value  to  the    Grower,  and  inhance   the 
Price  to  the  Confumer ;  efpecially  when  the  Article 
confumed  is  to  be  brought  from  Places  that  are  dif- 
tant.    The  immediate  revifmg  of  this    Statute  be- 
comes the  more  neceflary,  that  the  Juftices  of  the 
Peace,  in  the  Counties  of  Northumberland  and  Z>«r- 
hamy  have  refufed  to  gi^e  Licences  for  the  buying  of 
-Corn  in  the  Terms  pointed  out  by  Law,  though  the 
Price  of  Oats  is  far  from  being  high  in  thofe  Coun- 
ties ;  and  it  is  well  known,   that   Agriculture  has, 
within  thirty  years  paft,  fo  increafed  in  the  firil  of 
H  2  them. 
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them,  that  the  People  cannot  even  in  the  very  worfl: 
Year,  confume  near  the  Produce  of  that  County  :  So 
if  fome  Method  is  not  taken,  to  check  the  increafing 
riotous  Difpofition  of  the  People  there,  and  to  rcr 
lieve  all  Doubts  and  Difficulties  which  the  Juftices 
may  have  in  regard  to  the  Lawrs,  the  Corn  there  may 
be  coopt  up  in  the  Hands  of  the  Farmers  without 
S'ale,  to  the  Detriment  of  the  landed  Intereft,  and  Dif- 
trefs  of  the  manufa6luring  Counties,  which  con*- 
fume  Oats  in  Bread,  and  demand  immediate  Supplies. 
It  may  alfo  cccafion  an  unneceflary  Exportation  of 
the  Nation's  Subftance,  by  creating  greater  Demand 
from  abroad  for  that  Article,  than  would  be  requi- 
fite,  if  the  Com.munication  between  the  growing 
and  manufacturing  Counties  was  rendered  free,  open, 
and  fafc.  Therefore,  if  any  Meafure  fhould  be 
taken  for  fufpending  the  Duties  on  Importation  of 
Grain,  it  is  of  great  Importance,  that  fomething  ef- 
fedlual  fhould,  in  the  firil:  place,  be  done  towards 
quelling  the  prefent  riotous  Spirit  that  too  much  pre- 
vails 5  and  rendering  the  purchafmg  and  Tranfporta- 
tion  of  Oats  from  the  growing  Counties  to  the  dif- 
tant  Markets,  as  fafe  and  eafy  as  that  of  any  other 
Grain. 

To  thofe  who  have  Occafion  to  know  the  Situa- 
tion of  the  Kingdom  in  regard  to  that  Article,  the 
fufpending  the  Duties  upon  the  Importation  of 
Grain  appears  every  Day  more  and  more  requifite,  tq 
prefervc  the  Lives  of  many  of  his  Majefty's  Subjeds. 
It  is,  however,  a  Meafure  that  ought  to  be  con- 
ducled  with  great  Delicacy,  left  the  landed  Intereft 
and  Agriculture  of  the  Nation  faould  fufFer  by  too 
larg«  Importarion. 

Tl4e 
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The  Duties  ought  therefore  to  be  taken  ofF  only 
/or  a  limited  Time,  with  Power  to  his  Majefty  and 
Council  to  prolong  the  Time,  as  they  fee  Caufe, 
On  the  other  hand.  Supplies  from  abroad  are  abfo^ 
lutely  neceflary,  and  this  Nation  can  only  have  them 
from  Countries  that  lie  very  diflant ;  therefore  the 
Time  of  Sufpenfion  fhould  not  be  too  much  limited, 
left  it  fruftrate  the  Intention,  by  preventing  many 
Perfons  from  adventuring  upon  fuch  Uncertainty  as 
they  muft  be  under,  whether  they  fhall  be  allowed  to 
import  the  Corn  after  it  fhall  arrive;  the  Duties 
upon  every  kind  of  Grain,  except  Oats,  being  equal 
to  a  Prohibition,  unlefs  the  Prices  fhould  go  fo  high 
as  can  happen  only  from  the  moft  difmal  Famine. 

As  the  Culture  of  Land  is  of  the  higheft  Impor- 
tance to  this    Nation,    every  Way  of  encouraging 
,  Agriculture  ought  to  be  carefully  fought  after  and 
cherifhed ;   and  every  vifible  Obftru6tion  to  its  Im- 
provement, and  whatever  tends  to  lefTen  the  Value 
of  its  Product,  ought  to  be  removed.  It  were  a  Pity 
an  Opportunity  of  doing  any  Thing  to  anfwer  thefe 
Ends  fhould   be   loll: ;  and  none  can   oiFer  more  fa- 
vourable than  the  prefent,  when  the  Scarcity  of  Corn 
has  occafioned  a  Bill  on  that  Subjedl  to  be  brought 
into  Parliament. 
-One  great  Hindrance,  and    needlefs  Load,  upon 
.  carrying  the  Produce  of  the  Lands  of  Britain  to  the 
proper  Markets  within  the  Illand,  is  that  of  exact- 
ing Coaft-Cockets,  and  Bonds  under  high  Penalties, 
for  all  Corn  that  may  be  tranfported  coaftwife,  from 
one  Place  of  Britain  to  another,  without  the  Bounds 
of  any  navigable  River.     This  Method  is  attended 
not  only  with  very  great  Delay  and  Charge  to  all 
perfons  concerned  in  the  fhipping  of  Corn,  but  al- 

fo 
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fa  with  the  greateft  Trouble  and  Hindrance  to  the 
Navigation  ;  and  there  have  been  Inftances,  wherein, 
by  Negle£l  of  fending  the  proper  Certificates  for  re- 
lieving thefe  Bonds,  that  feme  Mariners  andvothers 
have  been  ruined  by  Profecutions  following  there- 
upon, though  there  is  not  the  leaft  Neceffity  for  any 
fuch  Securities  being  granted ;  and  it  might  be 
(hewn,  that,  in  many  Cafes,  the  taking  of  them 
may  be  even  hurtful  to  his  Majefty's  Revenue. 

By  the  A<5i:  13th  and  14th  of  Charles  2.  intitled, 
jin  A£i  for  preventing  Frauds  and  Ahufes  in  his  Ma- 
pjiys  Cujloyns^  it  is  enacEled,  "  That  if  any  Goods, 
*'  Wares,  or  Merchandifes  fhall  be  fhipped,  or  put 
*'  aboard,  to  be  carried  forth  to  the  open  Sea,  from 
*'  any  Port,  Creek,  or  Member,  i5x:.  to  be  landed 
*'  at  any  other  Place  of  this  Realm,  without  a  Suf- 
*'  ferance  or  Warrant  firfl  had  and  obtained  from  the 
*^  Managers  of  his  Majefty's  Cuftoms ;  all  fuch 
*'  Wares  and  Merchandife  fliall  be  forfeited,  and 
**  the  Mailer  injoined,  before  the  Ship  be  removed 
*'  out  of  the  Port,  to  take  out  a  Cocket,  and  be- 
*'  come  bound  for  Delivery  and  Difcharge  thereof 
**  in  the  Port  for  which  the  fame  (hall  be  entered,  or 
*'  fome  other  Port  within  the  Realm,  and  to  return  a 
"  Certificate  of  the  Goods  being  {b  landed  and  dif- 
"  charged." 

Upon  this  Law  is  founded  the  Pradlice  of  taking 
Bond,  l^c.  But  it  is  evident  by  the  ^izr^'  Title  and 
Nature  of  the  Statute,  that  it  was  intended  to  pre- 
vent Frauds  and  Abufes  in  his  Majefty's  Cuftoms, 
^nd  to  prevent  Corn  fhipped  coaftwife  in  any  Part  of 
the  Kingdom,  from  being  fraudulently  carried  out 
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of  it*  to  Parts  beyond  the  Seas.     There  were  con- 
fiderable  Duties  at  that  Time  upon  the  Exportation 
thereof,  which  made  thefe  Bonds  and  Cockets  ne^ 
ceflary.     But  by  the  fubfequent  wife  Laws,  encou- 
raging the  Exportation  of  Corn  of  all  forts,  and  giv- 
ing of  large  Bounties   on  particular  kinds  thereof, 
the  Neceflity  of  thefe  Securities  was  entirely  taken  a- 
way ;  nay,  the  Continuation  of  them  rendered  alto- 
gether abfurd  ;  for  no  Man  will  clear  Corn  coaftwife 
which  he  intends  to  export,  as  by  this  he  would  lofe 
the  Bounty.     But  after  Corn  is  fhipped  coaftwife, 
and   the  V^efTel   has    perhaps    proceeded   partly   on 
her  Voyage,  if  any    fudden    Advance   at  a  foreign 
Market  fhould   induce  the  Owner  to  difpatch  his 
Cargo  abroad,  with  fuch  Expedition  as  not  to  fuffer 
the  Delay  and  Charge  of   relanding  and  fhipping, 
new  Entries,  Sec.     to  intitle  him  to  the  Bounty,  he 
is  totally  cut  off  from  this  Meafure,  by  the  Impofli- 
bility  of  getting  his  Coaft-bond  relieved  by  a  proper 
Certificate  of  the  Corn    being    landed    in  Britain. 
Such  Circumftances   have   happened,  and  will  fre- 
quently happen  in  the  Corn-trade ;  and  it  may  be  pru^- 
dent  for  the  Merchant  to  take  this  Courfe,  efpecially 
when  the  Corn  on  board  is  of  the  kind  whereon  the 
fmalleft  Bounties  are  allowed.     In  this  View  of  the 
Thing,  the  Practice  of  Bond  is  hurtful  to  the  Re- 
venue, as  well  as  the  Merchant.     And  no  doubt  ma- 
ny Cargoes  in  this  Situation  would  have  gone  abroad, 

without 

*  Bein^  fraudulently  carried  out  ef  it,  the  Kingdom, 
Poflibly  no  Law  is  more  rigoroufly  carried,  at  all  Times, 
into  Execution  than  the  above  ;  how  then  can  there  be 
any  of  thofe  illegal  Exports,  which  were  faid  lately,  ia 
Print,  to  be  fo  notorious,  as  to  need  no  Proof. 
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without  the  Bounty,  if  the  Coaft-fecurity  had  not 
ftood  in  the  Way. 

Thefc  Securities  therefore  for  Corn  carried  coaft- 
wife,  ferve  no  End  but  to  raife  high  Fees  to  Cuftom 
Houfe  Officers,  to  delay  and  retard  Navigation  ;  ef- 
pecially  when  the  Cargoes  may  be  loaded  at  Creeks 
perhaps  ten  or  twenty  Miles  diftant  from  the  Cuf- 
tomhoufe,  they  often  occafion  VefTels  to  lofe  their 
Palfage,  or  come  too  late  to  Market,  and  put  the 
Shipmafters  to  confiderable  Charges,  in  travelling  fo 
far  to  give  their  Securities,  and  to  Trouble,  in  find- 
ing Bondfmen  to  join  them ;  befides  the  great  Trou^ 
ble  and  Expence  that  is  incurred  afterwards,  by  pro^ 
curing  Certificates,  and  tranfmltting  them  to  the 
different  Cuftomhoufes  for  cancelling  the  Bonds. 

It  is  evident,  that  all  this  Charge  and  Trouble  may 
be  confidered  as  a  needlefs  Burden  on  carrying  the 
Produce  of  the  Lands  of  Great  Britain  to  Market. 

And  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  the  Cuftom  of 
taking  Bonds  and  Cockets  for  home  Corn  carried 
coafKvife  would  have  been  abolifhed,  v/hen  that  va- 
luable Law  was  made  for  giving  Bounties  on  Corn 
exported,  if  the  above  Obfervations  had  then  occur- 
red to  the  Legidature. 

If  it  fl-iould  feem  hard  to  rifk  hurting  fo  valuable 
an  Object  as  the  Culture  of  Land  in  Bi'itaifiy  by 
fupfending,  even  at  fuch  a  Jun6liire  as  this  is,  th^ 
Duties  on  foreign  Corn  imported  ;  why  allow  that 
Land  to  continue  loaded  with  a  Tax  on  its  Produce, 
when  carried  coaflwife,  which  anfwcrs  no  good  Pur- 
pofe,  and  v/hich  in  itfelf  is  oppreilive  and  abfurd  ? 

The  City  of  London  got  free  oi  this  oppreiTive 
Cuftom,  by  Statute,  \mo  Anna^  cap.  26.  for  the 
whole  River  Thames^  and  the  Coaft  between  the  Pror 
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montory  called  the  North-Foreland  on  the  South,  and 
the  Promontory  called  the  Nafe  on  the  North. 

The  Preamble  of  this  Statute  declares  how  grievous 
a  Thing  it  was  at  that  Time  i  and  that  the  Officers 
taking  Cockets  and  Bonds,  and  exadling  Fees  for 
the  fame,  was  oppreffive  and  illegal. 

Ought  not  therefore  the  whole  Kingdom  to  b« 
freed  now  in  the  fame  Manner,  by  a  Claufe  inferted 
in  the  Corn  Bill  now  depending,  DECLARING, 
That,  for  the  future.  Permits  or  Tranfires  only 
Ihall  be  neceflary  for  Grain  carried  coaftwife  from  one 
Part  of  the  Kingdom  of  Britain  to  another,  at  all 
Times  while  that  Commodity  may  be  lawfully  ex- 
ported upon  Bounty,  or  without  Payment  of  Du- 
ties ;  and  that  while  Corn  is  prohibited  to  be  export- 
ed, as  at  prefent.  Bonds  and  Cockets  fhould  be 
©xa6ted  as  formerly. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

ON   THE 

Prefent  High  Prices  of  CORN. 

^y^HE  Crops  in  Britain  and  Ireland  in  the  Year 
1 755  were  very  fcanty ;  and  it  is  certain,  that 
on  the  Approach  of  the  laft  Harveft,  which  proved 
late,  feldom,  in  the  Memory  of  Man,  has  a  fmaller 
Stock  of  old  Grain  been  known  in  thefe  Iflands. 

The  laft  Seafon  of  1756,  from  its  Beginning, 
was  extreamly  unfavourable;  Thoufands  of  Acres 
remained  unfown ;  and  the  bad  Condition  in  which 
many  more  were  fown,  rendered  them  uncapable  of 
producing  a  good  Crop,  altho'  favourable  Weather 
has  followed.  It  is  certain,  that  the  Weather  du- 
ring the  Spring,  Summer  and  Harveft,  was  generally 
unfavourable ;  great  Quantities  of  Grain  periftied 
by  the  Rains  and  Winds,  and  moft  of  what  remain- 
ed proved  defective,  both  in  Quantity  and  Subfl*nce, 
by  its  not  duly  ripening  ;  and,  whatever  People  pre- 
judiced or  ignorant  of  the  general  State  of  thefe 
Matters  may  affirm,  it  is  a  melancholy  Truth,  that 
the  Crops,  tho'  m.iddling,  or  even  good,  for  fome 
Kinds  of  Grain,  in  particular  Counties,  have  at  no 
Time,  during  thirty  Years  paft,  thro'  Britain  and 
h'eland^  proved  miore  fcanty  upon  the  whole. 

In  this  Situation,  it  is  the  Duty  of  every  one  who 
wilhes  well  lo  his  Country,  to  fuggcft  all  reafonable 

Methods 
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Methods  by  which  the  prefent  Exoibitancy  in  the 
Price  of  Grain  may  be  corrected,  and  the  deftrudive 
Confequences  of  another  backward  Seafon  or  bad 
Crop  may  be  prevented.  This  is  in  all  Refpeds  the 
more  neceflar)-,  as  the  EfreiSs  of  the  laft  bad  Seafon 
have  been  almoft  equally  felt  over  the  greateft  Part  of 
the  Northern  Continent  of  Europe^  and  as  a  Scarcity 
in  any  one  Country  muft  neceflarily  afFe(5t  the  Prices 
of  Grain  in  every  neighbouring  Country. 

The  Legiflature  has  wifely  prohibited  all  Exporta- 
tion of  Grain  ;  but  it  may  be  doubted  whether  this 
prudent  Precaution  will  of  itfelf  be  fufficient  for 
preventing  the  Calamities  which  another  bad  Seafon 
may  produce. 

Experience  has  fhewn,  that  the  Price  of  no  fort  of 
Grain  has  been  reduced  by  this  Meafure,  though,  at 
this  Time  of  the  Year,  Corn  is  generally  brought 
moft  plentifully  by  the  Farmers  to  Market.  This 
alfo  affords  a  ftrong  Proof,  that,  without  the  feafona* 
bie  Prohibition  of  Export,  the  Prices  would  have  run 
higher,  and  that  there  is  a  real  Defeat  in  the  Quantity 
of  Corn  in  both  Iflands. 

To  prevent  the  Foreltalling  and  ingroiling  of  Corn, 
efpeciaily  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  a  great  City  or 
Town,  where  the  Millers,  Bakers,  Maltfters,  bV. 
may  themfelves  purchafe  from  the  Growers  dire6lly, 
and  take  off  all  the  Produce,  is  moft  neceffary,  and 
ftri6l  Attention  ought  to  be  given  to  the  Execution 
of  this  Meafure  ;  but  it  may  be  doubted  how  far  the 
Prices  of  Grain  will  be  lowered,  by  renewing  the 
sntient  Laws  againft  Foreftallers  and  Ingroffers,  in 
their  full  Latitude  j  and  many  are  of  Opinion,  that 
I  2  the 
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the  late  well  intended  Proclamation  has  rather  beew 

hurtful,  as  otherwife,  in  that  Refpe6t*i 

The  Counties  which  are  moft  populous,  and  where 
Manufactures  chiefly  flourifh  in  both  Iflands,  gene- 
rally grow  lefs  Corn,  than  the  other  Counties  lefs 
populous  and  lefs  Manufacturing.  Thus  many 
Counties  on  the  Eaft  Coaft  generally  fupply  others 
on  their  own  Side,  but  particularly  the  Weft  Coaft 
of  the  Ifland,  even  in  Times  of  Plenty, 

It  is  natural,  and  indeed  reafonable,  at  firft  View, 
for  People  to  think,  that  in  Times  of  Scarcity  there 
Ihould  be  no  Interpofition,  if  poflible,  between  the 
Grower  and  the  Confumer,  or  at  leaft  the  Manu- 
facturer of  Grain;  but  this,  in  faCt,  is  generally 
impracticable,  unlefs  fo  far  as  the  Produce  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  a  great  City  or  Town  will  go. 

The  Corn  therefore  neceilary  for  fupplying  diftant 
Places  or  Counties  has  always,  and  generally  muft  be 
bought  and  tranfported  to  the  Places  where  the  De- 
mand is,  by  Merchants,  or  others  of  Subftance  and 
Knowledge  in  that  Branch  of  Bufmefs. 

It 

*  It  was  date!  26  Nov.  1756,  and  after  reciting  the 
5  and  6  of  Ed.  6.   c.    14.  and   the    5  Eliz.   c.    12,  &c. 

goes  on.  And  iu  here  as  the  prices  of  Corn  are  already  'very 
much  tncreafidy  a?id  the  fame  is  likely  to  gro-w  much  dearer,  to 
the  great  epprcJJIon  of  the  pocr ;  partly  becaufe  the  /aid  Ads 
are  not  duly  put  i7i  execution.  We  ha<vc,  ^c. — Which 
words,  it  was  thought  at  that  time,  did  much  harm,  in 
that  many  of  the  Farmers  took  tht  hint  to  wait  for  the 
higher  price,  and  that  the  Dealers  being  threatned  with 
prolecutions  under  Laws  o^  which  many  of  them  had 
never  heard,  procceaed  with  gnat  caution;  whereby  the 
circulatioa  in  the  Corn-trade  moved  very  flovvly,  the 
price  of  Wheat  rofe  apace  and  it  became  very  dear,  and 
this,  it  was  imagined,  was  in  great  meafure  owing  to 
the  faid  Proclamation,  and  m?y  be  ad  Jed  to  th'J  Confe- 
quence  fo  well  defcribed  by  the  Writer  further  on. 
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It  is  obvious  the  Growers  and  ManufatSlurers  of 
Grain,  and  far  lefs  the  Confumers,  cannoi  engage  in 
fuch  Purchafes  and  Tranfportation  of  Corn  to  or 
from  diftant  Places.  It  is  alfo  obvious,  that  the  con- 
tractors for  the  Sale  of  fuch  Corn,  or  the  Agents  who 
may  be  employed  for  the  Purchafe  of  it  in  the  grow-' 
ing  Counties,  muft  colIe6l  great  Quantities  at  dif- 
ferent places,  until  Opportunities  of  Shipping  can 
be  obtained  for  carrying  it  off;  and  this  Pra6tice, 
however  neceffary  for  the  Supply  of  diftant  Places 
of  the  liland,  comes  under  the  Letter  of  the  old 
Statutes  againft  foreftalling  and  ingrolling  of  Corn. 

This  is  more  particularly  fo  in  the  Cafe  of  Oats 
or  Oat-Meal,  which  by  the  Statute  Ch.  2.  Chap.  15. 
cannot  be  bought  without  Licences,  ^V.  when  Oats 
are  above  13s.  4d.  per  Quarter,  Now,  as  this  Price 
bears  no  Proportion  to  that  of  other  Grain  mention- 
ed in  that  Adl,  the  Regulation  is  hurtful  in  many 
Parts  of  the  Ifland,  efpecially  thofe  the  moft  remote 
from  the  Capital  j  and  it  is  inconceivable,  how  fuch 
aDifproporticn  fhould  have  been  eftablifhed  betw^een 
the  Price  of  Oats  and  other  Grain  in  that  A61. 

The  Confequence  of  the  late  Proclamation  has 
been,  in  many  growing  or  fhipping  Counties,  to 
make  the  common  People  riotous,  and  to  prevent  the 
buying  or  fhipping  of  Corn  even  in  fuch  Quarters  of 
the  Country  where  it  can  be  fpared,  and  where  the 
Prices  are  moderate.  It  being  natural  for  the  com- 
mon People,  in  fuch  Times,  to  wifh  for  Corn  ftill 
cheaper,  and  to  prevent  any  Thing  being  Ihipped  or 
going  out  of  their  Bounds,  efpecially  if  the  Letter 
of  the  Law  gives  the  leaft  Countenance  to  fuch  a  Pro- 
cedure. 

The 
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The  Effe£t  of  this  is  immediately  to  flop  all  Pur- 
chafes,  and  to  diftrefs  the  diftant  and  populous  Pla- 
ces, which  depend  on  their  Supplies  Coaft-ways,  e- 
ven  in  Time  of  Plenty.  Many  fuch  Places  are  in 
the  Kingdom,  which  might  be  enumerated  if  the 
Fa6l  were  not  well  known ;  and  they  begin  already 
to  feel  this  Inconveniency,  it  having  gone  to  fuch  a 
Height,  that  the  Tranfportation  of  Corn  from  one 
Place  to  another  at  the  Diftance  of  a  few  Miles  to 
and  even  from  the  Sea-Coaft,  has  been  violently  in- 
terrupted by  the  Populace. 

Dr.  Davenant^  a  judicious  Writer,  has  obferved 
fifty  Years  ago,  That  a  Review  of  our  antient  Laws 
concerning  Corn  was  neceffary,  for  they  were  in  no 
ways  fuited  to  the  State  of  the  Kingdom,  Increafe  of 
People,  and  other  Circumllances  of  the  then  Times. 
The  Obfervation  will  more  forcibly  apply  to  the  pre- 
fent  Times. 

This  Author's  Thoughts  on  this  Subje6l  are  wor- 
thy of  Perufal  at  prefent,  as  he  points  out  fome  Me- 
thods for  preventing  Dearths  for  the  future,  though 
not  indeed  applicable  in  a  fcarce  Year.  He  expofes 
in  the  clearelt  Light  the  fatal  Confequences  of  a 
Dearth,  efpecially  to  a  Trading  Nation  ;  fuch  Con-^ 
fequences  indeed  as  he  mentions  are  not  to  be  dread- 
ed in  our  Times.  Our  Agriculture  has  been  fo  im- 
menfely  improved  by  the  wife  Inftitutions  of  Boun- 
ties on  Corn  exported ;  Commerce  is  more  prac^ifed 
and  better  underftood  ;  and  it  may  alfo  be  reafonably 
fuppofed,  that  our  Merchants  having  both  more 
Knowledge  and  Capital  than  in  former  Times,  will, 
by  Importations  from  one  Quarter  of  the  World  or 
another,  always  prevent  a  Scarcity  from  becoming 
intolerable. 

But 
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But  whatever  is  done  by  the  Legiflature  for  regu- 
lating the  Inland  Commerce  of  Corn,  if  no  other 
Meafures  are  taken,  it  will  be  only  feftering  the 
Wound,  and  in  no  fort  remove  the  growing  Evil ; 
it  may  indeed  make  Corn  cheaper  for  a  Time  in  fuch 
Counties  where  it  can  be  fpared,  and  where  it  is  al- 
ready moderate,  but  it  will  doubly  diftrefs  the  diftant 
and   manufacturing  Places. 

Quantity  is  wanted  ;  and  nothing  but  an  additio- 
nal Quantity  brought  to  Market  can  elFeduate  the 
good  End  propofed,  and  enable  the  Poor  to  purchafe 
at  an  eafy  Rate. 

This  may  be  done  in  two  Ways  ;  and  both  will  be 
necefTary  at  prefent :  firft,  by  prohibiting  for  a  li- 
mited Time  the  Diftillery  from  Wheat  in  Britairiy 
which  w^ill  add  immenfely  to  the  Quantity  for  Bread  ; 
and,  fecondly,  by  fufpending  the  Duties  on  all 
Corn  that  may  be  imported,  at  leafl  for  fome  Months^ 
or  while  the  Prices  keep  high  at  Home. 

As  to  the  firft,  without  entering  into  the  Argu- 
ments for  or  againft  Diftillery  in  general,  it  feems 
natural  and  abfolutely  neceflary  to  prohibit  Diftillers 
the  Ufe  of  Wheat,  at  leaft  for  a  Time^  if  that  be 
true  which  is  afierted  with  great  Appearance  of  Rea- 
fon,  that  half  the  Wheat  that  comes  to  the  Market 
of  London  at  prefent  is  bought  by  Diftillers  ;  that 
more  of  that  Grain  is  confumed  by  them  alone  with- 
in England  in  a  Year  than  would  maintain  500,000 
Perfons  *,  or  than  the  whole  Quantity  of  Wheat 
which  is  confumed  in  this  Illand  northward  of  Tork. 

Certainly 

*  The  Obfervator  was  greatly  impofed  on  in  this ;  I 
am  credibly  informed  they  never  ufed  near  one  fixth  Part 
of  a  Quantity  fufficient  for  that  Purpofe. 
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Certainly  the  faving  fuch  a  Quantity  of  Corn  at  this 
Jun<5lure  is  very  defirable  and  neceflary. 

As  to  any  Encroachment  on  the  Revenue  thereby, 
without  queftion,  in  our  prefent  Situation,  that  is  a 
tender  Point ;  but  it  is  fuppofed  the  Wheat  fo  ufed 
pays  little  if  any  Thing  of  the  Malt  Tax,  and 
any  Deficiency  fuftained  thereby  may  be  more  than 
compenfated  by  the  Increafe  of  Duties  on  Spirits 
made  from  Barley-Malt,  by  the  faving  of  the  whole 
Bounties  on  Corn  and  Malt  exported  this  Year,  and 
by  the  additional  Duties  *  on  foreign  and  American 
Spirits  that  may  be  imported  to  fupply  the  Want  of 
our  own  made  from  Wheat* 

As  to  the  fecond  Part,  viz.  The  encouraging  of 
Importations  from  abroad,  there  is  no  doubt,  if  we 
are  not  too  dilatory  in  our  Refolutions,  but  we  can 
have  Corn  from  jhnerka^  the  Southern  Parts  of  Eu^ 
rope^  Btirhary^  and  poffibly  fome  Places  nearer 
Home.  But  the  prefent  Duties  on  moft  Grain,  ef- 
pecially  Wheat,  Rye,  and  Peafe,  are  in  effect  equal 
to  a  Prohibition.  The  Duty  on  Oats  is  indeed 
Jov/",  but  it  would  ftill  be  a  fuificient  Profit  to  the 
Importer,  and  confequently  an  Encouragement  to 
bring  them   into  the   Kingdom. 

Why  then  may  not  all  Duties  on  Corn  imported 
be  fufpended  for  fome  Months,  until  the  Appearance 
of  next  Crop  be  feen,  or  until  Prices  at  home  be- 
come moderate  ?  The  Interefl  of  the  public 
Revenue  will  not  be  affected  by  this,  it  being  indeed 
our  Happinefs,  that,  for  nineteen  years  in  twenty, 
thcfc  Duties  produce  little  or  nothing:  And  as  to 
any  Objections  from  the  Landholders  and  Farmers, 

or 
*  The  Author  meart^slncreafe  of  the  Duties. 
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©r  the  Dealers  in  h©me  Cern,  whofe  Gains  may  be 
lefTened  by  this  Meafure,  they  ought  to  be  difregard- 
cd  at  a  Time  when  the  Condition  of  the  Poor  is  fo 
diftrefsful. 

If  thefe  Methods  are  purfued,  large  additional 
Quantities  will  come  to  Market.  The  very  Appre- 
henfion  of  a  free  Import  of  foreign  Grain,  or  the 
Appearance  of  a  few  Cargoes  thereof  in  our  Ports, 
will  induce  all  the  Hoarders  of  Home-Grain,  whe- 
ther Farmers  or  Dealers,  to  bring  it  out  to  Market, 
and  the  Prices  will  of  courfe  be  lowered  for  the  Poor. 

QUANTITY,  and  that  alone  can  fruftrate  all 
Attempts  to  engrofs  or  foreftall.  If  there  be  a  good 
Crop,  or  a  proper  Quantity  of  Grain,  either  at  home 
or  from  abroad,  to  be  got  for  the  Market,  no  Art 
or  Scheme  can  inhance  the  Price  of  Grain,  whate- 
ver fpeculativePerfons  may  fancy  to  themfelves  j  and 
if  there  be  a  bad  Crop,  and  the  Quantities  of  Grain 
be  fcanty,  no  Art  or  Regulation  of  Government 
will  keep  the  Prices  low. 

Thefe  Methods  will,  it  is  hoped,  ferve  our  Pur- 
pofe,  if  the  next  Seafon  fliould  prove  early  and  favou-, 
rable  ;  but  if  thefe  Methods  fhould  fail,  or  the  Seafon 
in  any  degree  appear  backward,  a  total  Prohibition  of 
Dillillery,  and  perhaps  even  of  Malting,  maybe  ne- 
ceiTary.  But  it  would  feem  that  a  fmall  Bounty  upon 
all  Corn  imported  for  a  limited  Time,  over  and  a- 
bovethe  Sufpenfionof  the  Duties,  might  anfwer  the 
end  better,  and  with  lefs  real  Lofs  or  Inconvenience 
to  the  Revenue  or  Kingdom. 

Thefe  two  Papers  appear  to  have  been  printed  about 
the  Year  1757,  and  are  here  copied  exadly,  except 
the  Quotation  out  of  15  Car,  2.  in  the  lirft,  which 
is  copied  from  the  Statute. 

K  A    T  A  B  L  E 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 

^T^HE  following  treatife  was  wrote  in  the  begin, 
ning  of  the  year  17591,  for  the  uf^  of  a  par^ 
tic-ular  Grentieman,  who  foon  returned  the  manufcHpt, 
Tvhich  has  been  fmce  lent  to  ieveral  others  ;  notwith* 
ilanding  which  the  Author  hath  taken  the  liberty  tq 
make  fome  corrections  therein^  and  additions  thereto, 
the  moft  material  of  which  became  necefiary  on  account 
of  the  late  alterations  in  the  Corn- laws  in  Fnence^ 
and  are  marked  <\\Ms  f,  as  to  the  rell,  the  fubftanc? 
i?  the  fame  as  at  firft. 
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Relating  to  the 

Importation  and  Exportation  of 
CORN,    ^c. 


SECTION    I. 

HE  variety  in  the  feafons,  one  year 
from  another,  will  ever  caufe  fluc- 
tuations in  the  price  of  every  thing 
which  depends  on  them,  and  it  feems 
as  poffible  to  regulate  the  feafons,  as 
by  any  Law  to  order  it  fo,  that  Corn  fhall  always  re- 
main at  one  fixed  and  certain  price,  anxT,  for  this 
reafon,  .fhould  any  thing  of  that  fort,  at^any  time,  be 
attempted,  it  would  certainly  fail.        / 

Befides,    could   any  regulation  of   that    fort    be 
carried  into  execution,  it  would  tend  to  lefTen  the 

ceconomy 


y%        Confiderations  on  the  Laws  relating  te 
ceconomy  of  the  common  people,    and  the  attempt 
would  greatly  difcourage  Tillage, 

The  ceconomy  of  the  common  people  would  be 
lefTened  by  knowing  at  what  price  they  could  buy 
Bread,  which  is  their  principal  expence  ;  and  many 
of  them  would  aft  too  much  like  many  of  thofc 
who  fubfift  on  certain  Salaries,  that  is,  calculate 
their  expences  in  fo  exaft  a  proportion  to  their  In- 
come, that  they  would  find  a  very  fmall  accidental 
lofs  extremely  difficult  to  recover. 

Few  of  thofe,  whofe  Incomes  and  Expences  arc 
certain,  are  known  to  lay  up  any  great  matter  before 
hand,  and  it  will  be  generally  found,  that  thofe,whofc 
Incomes  andExpences  are  uncertain,  are  the  beft  Huf- 
bands  ;  and  this,  becaufe  they  are  thereby  obliged  to 
a  conftant  ceconomy,  and  to  ftrive,  if  poflible,  to  have 
fomething  in  ftore  for  accidents. 

The  attempting  fuch  a  regulation  would  greatly 
difcourage  Tillage,  as  the  Farmer  would  be  thereby 
affured,  that  fhould  he  have  the  misfortune  to  loofe 
half  his  Crop,  he  could  receive  no  indemnification 
by  felling  the  remainder  at  a  higher  price. 

Thefe  inconveniences  feem  naturally  to  attend  the 
attempting  fuch  a  regulation,  and  it  may  be  quef- 
tioned  if  any  good  purpofe  could  be  anfwered  there^ 

by. 

All  that  can  be  done  by  the  Legiflature  in  this 
matter,  is,  to  frame  their  Laws  fo  as  to  prevent 
Grain  from  being  at  anyTime,  either  fo  dear  that  the 
poor  cannot  fubfift,  or  fo  cheap  that  the  Farmer  can- 
not live  by  growing  of  it,  which  hath  been,  or  at 
leaft  (hould  have  been,  the  general  view  of  all  Go- 
vernments in  their  Corn-laws ;  and  no  regulations 
that  have  ever  been  made,  in  any  Country,  in  regard 

thereto, 
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thereto,  can  have  anfwered  thefe  ends  better  than 
thofe  eftabliflied  in  this  Kingdom  5  which  in  general 
are  thefe,  vlx,  permitting  an  Importation  at  a  low 
duty  when  dear,  and  by  a  high  duty  prohibiting  it 
when  cheap,  and  at  the  fame  time,  in  order  to  the 
encouragement  and  increafe  of  Tillage,  giving 
a  Bounty  on  the  Exportation,  and  fecuring  the  pro- 
perty of  all  Perfons  who  fhall  trade  therein  for  that 
end. 

The  Bounty  was  firft  given  on  the  Exportation  of 
Grain  in  the  year  1689,  now  feventy  years  fince  * ; 
during  which  period.  Grain  hath  in  general  beca 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent,  cheaper  than  for  forty 
years  before  that  time,  which  is  a  good  proof  of  the 
utility  of  the  Law  by  which  it  is  ordered  to  be  given, 
and  which  is  further  proved,  in  that,  fince  its  firft  efta- 
blifhment,  the  Parliament  have  not  thought  fit  to  fuf- 
pend  it,  either  in  part  or  the  whole,  only  four  times, 
Wz.  in  1698,  1709,  1740,  and  1757,  which  laftfuf- 
penfion  is  ftill  in  force,  and  to  continue  to  Chrijimas 
next  %. 

That  Corn  hath  been  as  much  cheaper  fince  the 
Bounties  took  place  as  before  mentioned,  is  fo  no- 
torious, that  the  prices  thereof  to  which  the  Boun- 
ties are  payable  by  Law,  which  when  firft  eftabliflied 
were  thought  moderate^  and  under  which  the  then 
Parliament  thought  the  Farmer  could  not  afford  to 
grow  it,  are  now  thought  very  dear,  and  long  be- 
fore Corn  is  fold  at  thofe  prices,  at  which  the  Boun- 
ties are  to  ceafe  of  courfe,  we  have  of  late  heard 
L  clamours 

*  This  was  wrote  in  the  month  of  Jan.   1759. 

X  The  Stat.  32  G.  2.  chap.  2.  which  enaifled  this  pro- 
hibition, was  in  purfuance  of  a  claufe  therein,  by  chap. 
9.  repe^ed  after  25  MzrrA,  i759« 


74r         Confideratlons  on  the  Laws  relating  to 
clamours  for  taking  the  Bounty  ofF,  and  flopping  ^ic 
Exportation. 

Few  underftand  the  nature  of  the  Corn-. 

§.  2.  trade  (o  well  as  to  be  able  to  determine 
juftly,  if  it  would  be  proper  to  make  any 
alteration  in  this  matter,  and  even  amongft  thofe 
few,  much  the  greater  part  are  interefted  in  the 
queftion,  and  therefore  all  fhould  be  heard  with  gr6at 
caution. 

And  fo  different  are  their  opinions,  that  whilft  one 
urges  the  neceflity  of  taking  ofF  the  Bounty,  now 
paid  on  the  Exportation  of  Corn,  for  the  futurfe, 
|)ecaufe,  as  he  thinks,  it  tends  to  make  Bread  toQ 
dear  for  the  poor  j  it  is  prefied  by  another  as  making 
Corn  fo  cheap,  that  the  Farmers  cannot  live,  and 
this  Author  feems  to  think,  that  no  other  Country 
can  export  Corn  but  our  own,  and  that  foreigners 
muft  have  it  at  what  price  we  pleafe. 

A  third  contends  that  the  Bounties  fhould  not  be 
withdrawn  for  the  fame  reafon,  faying,  the  fame  ef- 
fect will  follow,  and  that  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the 
Farmer  could  not  go  on  without  a  great  abatement 
in  his  Rent ;  adding  moreover,  that  were  the  Boun- 
ties taken  away,  our  fhipping  would  decreafe,  and 
confequcntly  our  feamen  ;  and  therefore  he  con- 
cludes, that  the  continuing  to  give  a  Bounty  on  the 
Exportation  of  Corn  is  neceffary  to  the  well  being 
of  the  Nation. 

A  fourth  fays,  a  Bounty  fhould  be  continued, 
giving  for  inflance,  Wheat;  which,  in  his  opinion, 
ihould  never  be  fold  under  3s.  6d,  nor  for  more  than 
4s.  a  bufflel,  and  propofcs,  in  order  to  keep  it  in 
thisniedium,  ths^t  a  Bounty  of  6d.  a  bufhel  be  con- 
tinued 
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dnued,  vs^en  the  price  of  the  bufhel  doth  not  exceed 
4s.  6d.  and,  when  it  exceeds  5s.  propofes  that  a 
duty  of  8d.  a  bufhel  be  paid  on  the  Exportation, 
which  duty  ftiould  go  towards  the  Bounty  when  Corn 
is  low. 

Although  it    might  be   much  eafier   to 

§.  3.  {hew,  that  moft  of  thefe  proportions  are 
calculated  to  ferve  particular  interefts,  than 
to  determine  what  is  right,  and  fit  to  be  done  ;  yet 
the  prefent  time,  during  the  suspension  of  the 
Law,  is  mofl  undoubtedly  the  proper  time  to  conii- 
der  the  queflion,  fmce  no  plea  can  now  be  made  a- 
gainfV  any  alteration  in  the  affair,  on  account  of  its 
tending  to  deprive  any  fet  of  Men  of  their  prefent 
livelihoodj  and  we  have  alfo  an  opportunity  of  fee- 
ing the  Corn-trade  at  prefent  carried  on,  without  ei- 
ther Exportation  or  Bounty,  Let  us  therefore  fup- 
pofe  the  queftion,  in  relation  to  both  Importation  and 
Exportation,  to  be  flated  as  follows. 

Firft,  Is  it  proper  to  allow  of  any  Importation  or 
Exportation  of  Corn  for  the  future  ? 

Secondly,  If  it  is  proper  to  allow  of  Importation 
and  Exportation  of  Corn,  fhould  it  be  done  under  any 
and  what  encouragements,  reftri6lions,  and  regula- 
tions ? 

Thirdly,  Are  thofe  encouragements,  reflridions, 
and  regulations,  if  any  are  necefTary,  to  be  made 
certain  and  remain  fixed  ?  Or  is  any  and  what  power 
of  varying  them  from  time  to  time  to  be  lodged  in 
any  and  what  hands  ? 

To  whicli  queflionS  the  following  anfwers  may  be 
given. 

L  2  Firil, 
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Firft,  As  it  would  be  contrary  to  common  fenfeto 
think,  when  our  own  growth  is  not  fufficient  for  our 
confumption,  of  prohibiting  the  Importation,  fo  it 
would  be  highly  unreafonable,  when  we  have  Corn 
to  fpare,  to  deny  the  liberty  of  Exporting  the  fur- 
plus  ;  and  therefore,  both  Importation  and  Expor- 
tation of  Corn  muft  be  allowed  for  the  future. 

Secondly,  As  it  appears,  that  under  the  prefent 
encouragement,  reftridions,  and  regulations,  rela- 
tive to  the  Importation  and  Exportation  of  Corn,  moft 
of  which  have  now  fubfifted  feventy  years,that  commo- 
dity,hath  in  general,  been  as  cheap,and  Wheat  in  par- 
ticular cheaper  than  before  they  took  place  5  it  may 
fairly  be  concluded,  that  to  them  fuch  cheapnefs  hath 
been  owing,  and  therefore  both  the  one  and  the  other 
Ihould  ftill  be  allowed  under  fome  ya^^  encourage- 
ment, reftriclions,  and  regulations  as  are  now  fub- 
fifting,  though  at  prefent  fufpended. 

Thirdly,  From  the  fame  reafon,  the  fuccefs  of 
the  prefent  Laws  in  relation  to  Corn,  which  are 
certain  and  lixed,  with  a  power  of  variation,  lodged 
in  either  of  the  two  Qiiarter-fefTions  next  after  Mi- 
chaelmas  and  Eajltr  in  London^  and  in  every  Quarter- 
feffions  in  all  other  parts  of  the  Kingdom,  as  to  the 
opening  the  ports  for  Importation  only ;  we  muft 
conclude,  that  it  is  bett  for  them  to  remain  much  on 
the  fame  footing  ;  and  if  any  alterations  are  made 
therein,  they  muft  confift  only  in  regard  to  Expor- 
tation ;  either  in  leffening  the  Bounty,  paying  it  to 
a  lelfer  price,  or,  perhaps,  taking  it  quite  away  ; 
and  in  regard  to  Importation  j  in  a  new  regulation  of 

the 
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the  Duties  payable  In  that  cafe,    or  in  regard  to   the 
opening  the  Ports  *  for  that  purpofe. 

The  better  to  determine  what   may  be 
§.  4.     done   in    each    of  thefe    particulars,     the 
following    pofitions    may    be    laid    down, 
viz, 

1.  Corn  may  at  fome  price  be  fo  cheap,  that  the 
Grower  will  not  have  a  reafonable  reward  for  his  la- 
bour. 

2.  At  fome  other  price  fo  dear,  that  the  poor  may 
find  it  difficult  to  purchafe  it. 

3.  And  it  may  alfo  be  at  fo  moderate  a  price,  that 
both  the  poor  may  afford  to  purchafe,  and  the  Farrner 
afford  to  grow  it  at  the  fame  time. 

Now,,  it  feems  very  clear,  could  the  prices  at 
which  Corn  may  be  faid  to  be  chtap^  reafonable^  or 
dear^  be  afcertained,  it  would  be  of  great  ufe  in 
determining  what  alterations  might  be  made,  with 
propriety,  in  all  or  any  of  the  prefent  Corn-laws. 

And  for  the  afcertalning  thofe  prices,  we  have  on-, 
ly  to  refer  to  the  regifter  of  Eton  College,  and  the 
Statutes  which  give  a  Bounty  on  the  Exportation  of 
Corn,  adding  a  reflection  or  two. 

By  the  faid  regifter  it  appears,  that  the  averao^e 
prices  of  the  beji  Wheat  and  Malt,  nine  gallon  mea- 
fure,  have  been  for  164  years,  as  follows. 

Number 

*  By  opening  the  ports  is  meant,  the  certifying  from 
the,  Quarter-felfions  to  the  CoUedor  of  the  Cuftoms, 
that  the  prices  of  Grain  are  fo  high,  that  it  Is  chargea- 
ble with  the  low  duties  only;  and  for  want  of  fuch 
certificate,  the  full  duties  are  to  be  taken,  and  they 
amount  to  a  prohibition.  See  Stat,  i  Jac,  2.  c.  25. 
3  G.  2.  c.  18.  and  5  G.  2.  c.    12. 
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Number  of  years 
and  when 

Prices. 

No. 

from 

to 

Qr.   Wheat. 

qr.  Malt. 

51 

40 
40 

33 

1595 
J  646 
1686 
1726 

1646 

1686 

1726 

1759 

2     5     3t 

2    II    10^ 

2     5     3i 

I    18    10^ 

I  5  5r 
194 

I  7  Si 
1-74 

91 

73 

1595 
1686 

1686 
1759 

2      8      2^ 
I    18    II 

^  7  7i 
I     7     3 

164 

^595 

1759 

2       4      0| 

I     7    6i 

And  the  faid  Statutes  ordering  the  Bounty  to  be 
paid  on  Wheat  till  483.  Rye  till  32s.  Malt  and 
Barley  till  Barley  is  24s.  and  Oatmeal  till  Oats  are 
15s.  (hew,  that  till  the  feveral  Grains  exceed  the  faid 
prices  they  are  to  be  efteemed  cheap  ;  and  that  when 
the  Bounty  ceafes  they  are  not  to  be  thought  dear 
till  the  prices,  except  Oat's  *,  are  confiderably  ad- 
vanced, for  the  duties  are  fo  very  heavy  as  to  prevent 
any  Importation  till  Wheat  is  53s.  4d.  Barley  32s. 
Rye  40s.  and  Oats  i6s.  and,  though  they  fhould 
exceed  thefe  prices,  the  duties  muft  ftill  be  paid,  till 
the  port  hath  been  opened  ;  which  can  only  be  done 
at  certain  feafons,  and  in  a  particular  manner,  as 
mentioned  page  77  in  the  note. 

We  can  by  no  means  fuppofe  the  Legiflature  had 
aa  intention  to  keep  Grain  up  to  thefe  lalt,  or  even 

to 

*  The  Bounty  is  payable  on  Oatmeal  till  Oats  are  15s, 
and  yet  at  i6s.  the  low  duty  commences. 
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to  the  Bounty  prices.  The  views  of  thefe  Laws  are 
moft  evidently  no  other  than  to  give  all  poffible  en- 
couragement to  Agriculture  and  the  growth  of  Corn 
by  opening  to  the  Farmer  a  certain  Market  for  his 
furplus,  and  afluring  him  at  the  fame  time,  that,  in 
cafe  of  a  failure  in  his  Crop,  foreign  Corn  fhall  not 
be  imported  on  him  till  the  neceffity  of  ihe  people 
requires  it,  and  the  price  is  fo  far  advanced  as  to  put 
it  in  his  power  in  fome  meafure  to  make  up  his  lofs. 

And  the  confequences  have  anfwered  ;  for  Agri- 
culture hath  been  fo  much  extended,  and  the  art  of 
hufbandry  fo  much  better  attended  to,  and  managed 
with  fo  much  more  judgment  and  fuccefs,  fmce  the 
paffing  the  above  Lav/s,  and  under  the  protection 
and  encouragement  they  give,  than  it  was  before  that 
time ;  that,  altnough  large  quantities  of  all  forts  of 
Grain  have  been  exported,  and  Wheat  is  much  more 
generally  ufed  for  Bread  by  the  common  people*, 
yet  the  price  thereof  is  confiderably  funk,  and  the 
price  of  Malt  and  other  Grain  is  not  advanced  j 
and  alfo,  although  the  rents  of  Lands  have,  in  gene- 
ral, been  very  much  raifed,  yet  the  Farmers  are,  for 
the  moft  part,  men  in  much  better  circumftances 
than  when  thofe  Laws  firft  took  place. 

From 

*  See  fupp.  eh.  5.  fee.  14.  and  15.  where  this  is  re- 
marked, and  it  there  appears  that  a  labouring  mai^  fpend* 
Sixpence  a  week  more  for  Wheaten  than  for  Rye-bread  ; 
from  which  increafe  of  expence,  arife  thofe  complaints 
we  have  fo  frequently  heard  of  late  of  the  high  price  of 
Wheat  long  before  it  is  fold  at  48s.  when  the  Bounty  is  to 
ceafe  ;  the  bread  made  of  Wheat  being  always  dearer 
than  that  made  of  any  other  grain. 
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From  what  hath  been  recited  and  obferved,  may 
be  collefted  at  what  prices  Corn  may  be  efteemed 
cheapo  reafonabhy  or  dear  ;  or  in  other  words,  what 
the  confumer  can  afford  to  give,  and  the  growers  af- 
ford to  take,  and  this  from  what  hath  been  done  for  a 
confiderable  time,  and  by  making  a  comparifon  be- 
tween the  ftate  of  the  affair,  not  only  at  the  precifc 
time  the  Laws  were  made,  and  the  ftate  thereof  at 
prefent ;  but,  as  to  the  prices  of  Grain,  by  compar- 
ing the  averages  thereof  for  ninety-one  years  pre- 
ceeding  with  feventy-three  fmce  they  took  place. 

And  we  may  venture  to  fix  the  price  of  the  quar- 
ter of  each  fort  containing  eight  bufhels  of  the  IVin- 
chejler  or  Statute  meafure,  as  follows,  viz. 


Wheat  to  36s*  T  per  quarter,  f"  42s.  "|  i 
Barley  to  i8s.  l  cheap,  to  -j  22s.  \ 
Rye  to  24s.  J  (.  285.  J 


t^eafe  may  be  reckoned  as  Wheat,  and  Beans  as 
Rye. 

Oats  to  1 23.  per  quarter  cheap,  to  i6s.  moderate, 
and  then  dear. 

We  keep  Oats  at  i6s.  as  before,  becaufe  it  hath 
been  faid,  and  with  an  appearance  of  reafon,  that 
they  were  permitted  to  be  imported  at  too  low  a 
price  *,   in  proportion  to  the  other  Grain. 

From  the  above  prices  it  may  be  concluded,  that 
each  of  the  Grains  fhould  be  exported  freely,  till 
it  exceeds  the  moderate  price,  and  afterwards  till 
the  ports  are  open  for  Importation,  if  not  without, 
at  leaft  with  afmall  duty  ;  fay  V/heat  6d.  Barley  3d. 

Rye 

•  See  note,  page  78. 
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Rye  4d.  and  Oats  3d.  per  bufhel ;  but  a«  thefc  du- 
ties would  amount  nearly  to  a  prohibition  *,  it  may  be 
better  not  to  impofe  them. 

From  thence  it  alfo  appears,  that  the  Farmer  will 
have  no  need  of  a  Bounty ;  provided  Corn  conti- 
nues on  the  average  as  high  as  it  hath  done  fince  the 
Bounty  took  place. 

But  as  all  experiments,  which  may  poffibly  hurt  or 
difcourage  Agriculture,  fhould  be  very  cautioufly 
made,  it  may  be  very  proper  to  allow*,  for  times  cer- 
tain, a  Bounty  on  Wheat,  Barley  and  Rye;  but 
lefler  than  the  prefent  Bounties  %•>  and  payable  to  lefTer 
M  prices, 

*  It  would  be  adding  twenty  five  per  cent,  to  the 
firft  coft  of  Wheat ;  the  ceafing  of  the  Bounty  adds 
1 21,  and  that  would  be  a  fufficient  check  ;  for  example, 
fay  Wheat  cofts  36s.  in  the  Market,  a  Bounty  of  4s. 
reduces  it  to  32s.  Now  4s.  is  ^th  of  32s.  /.  e.  iz^ 
per  cent,  and,  confequently,  was  the  like  duty  to  com- 
mence when  the  Bounty  ceafes,  it  would  be  25  per  cent, 
befides  it  is  an  experiment  which  hath  been  already 
tried;  for  when,  in  168S,  the  Bounty  was  given,  the 
aft  of  22  Car.  2.  which  makes  cuflom  payable  on  Wheat 
exported  after  48s.  was  not  repealed,  but  after  12  years 
experience,  viz.  in  1700,  it  was  repealed  by  11  and  12 
W.  3.  and  what  is  remarkable,  it  had  been  fo  dear  the 
year  before,  that  the  Bounty  was  fufpcnded,  and  the 
price  was  40s.  at  the  time. 

X  The  prefent  Bcunties  are  as  under, 

W  heat  till  48s. 5s.  od. 

Rye  till  32s. 3s.  6d. 

Barley  till  24s. 2S.  6d, 

Oatmeal  till  Oats  are    15s. 2s.  6d. 

Malt  receives  the  fame  as  Barley,  and  by  Statute 
3  G.  c.  7.  fee.  14  and  15,  every  t-wo  qi-aiters  of  Bar- 
ley is  to  be  efteemed  to  make  three  quarters  of  Malt, 
and  .the  duty  is  paid  accordingly;  by  which  m-ans, 
with  the  expence  of  i^o  pence  per  quarter,  paid  by  the 

Excife 
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prices,  and  lefTcning  every  year  till  the  whole  are 
taken  off,  which  we  may  fuppofe  as  follows,  viz. 
Wheat  6d.  per  bufhel  till  36s.  per  quarter,  for  one 
year,  to  decreafe  J  per  bufhel  each  year  after, 
till  the  whole  is  taken  off.  Barley  3d.  per  bufhel, 
till  1 8s.  per  quarter  for  one  year,  to  decreafe  I 
per  buftiel,  each  year  after,  till  the  whole  is  taken 
off.  Rye  4d.  a  buftiel,  till  24s.  per  quarter,  for  one 
year,  to  decreafe  k  per  buftiel,  each  year  after,  till 
the  whole  *is  taken  off.  By  which  means  it  might 
be  known  without  any  great  hazard  *y  how  far  the 
Bounty  on  Corn  might  be  altered  or  withdrawn 
without  difcouraging  Tillage. 

Whilfl:  a  Bounty  is  allowed,  we  apprehend  no  bet- 
ter method  can  be  found  of  afcertaining  that  the 
prices  do  not  exceed  thofe  to  which  it  is  payable, 
than  the  old  method  of  the  Exporter's  oath,  on  ma- 
king the  entry  in  order  to  the  taking  out  the  deben- 
ture, that  the  average  price  of  the  Grain  to  be  ex- 
ported did  not  exceed  the  Bounty  price  the  laft 
AJarket  day. 


As 


Excife  for  breakage  on  the  {hipping  it  off,  the  Bounty 
given  on  every  quarter  of  Barley  made  into  Malt  for 
Exportation  is  four  fhlllings,  which,  if  the  price  was  al- 
wa}s  twenty  fhillings,  is  20  per  Cent,  whereas  iivo 
/hillings  and  fix  pence  on  Barley  is  only  12  ^  per  cent, 
by  which  means  the  Exportation  of  Malt  is  greatly  en- 
couraged. 

*  Between  the  writing  and  printing  thefc  confidera- 
tions, reafons  have  arifcn  to  alter  thefc  opinions,  as  will 
be  explained  further  on,  and  dillinguilhed  thus  |, 
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As  to  the  Importation  :  in  order  to 
§.  5.     know  if   any    new   regulations  or  altera- 
tions  in  the  duties  payable  on  Corn  im- 
ported,    and  in  regard  to  opening  the  ports  for  that 
purpofe  fhould  be  made  ;     it  is   neceflary,    firft,    to 
give  a  fiiort  account  how  thefe  matters  now  ftand. 
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The  above  duties  amount  to  a  prohibition  on 
each  fort  of  Grain,  except  Oats*,  till  the  prices 
are  very  high,  which  tends  greatly  to  encourage  our 
own  Tillage,  as  hath  been  before  obferved  ;  and  there- 
fore no  great  alteration  fliould  be  made.  But  there  are 
fome  who  are  of  opinion,  that  if  Oats  were  to  be 
charged  5s.  lod.  till  i8s.  per  quarter,  and  if  the 
low  duties  were,  to  commence  on  Beans  at  36s.  on 
Barley  at  28s.  on  Rye  at  36s-.  on  Wheat  and  Peafe 
at  50s.  the  affair  would  ftand  rather  more  on  an 
equality,  and  no  inconvenience  could  arife. 

And  they  add  further,  that  it  would  be  v/ell  if  a 
certain  price  were  fixed  at  which,  the  fame  being 
duly  certified,  Corn  might  be  imported,  for  a  time 
certain,  duty  free  ;  as  nothing  will  tend  more  to 
keep  the  price  moderate,  and  the  defires  of  Farmers 
and  all  other  holders  of  Corn  within  reafonable 
bounds,  than  being  under  a  conftant  apprehenfion  of 
,  fuch  an  Importation. 

As  to  the  prefent  method  cf  taking  the  duties  ac- 
cording to  the  certificates  of  the  price  of  Corn, 
made  by  the  juftices  in  every  Quarter- feflions,  and 
of  the  Magillrates  in  London  in  Oclsher  and  April, 
it  feems  founded  in  reafon,  and  fit  to  be  continued. 
For  if  the  Crop  hath  failed,  it  begins  to  be  felt  in 
O^ober^  and  if  it  is  nearly  expended,  it  is  known  in 
April,  in  which  two  months  the  Magiflrates  ixi  Lon- 
doyi  are  to  certify  ;  and  if  they  certify  that  Corn  is  fo 
high  as  to  be  imported  at  the  low  duty,  the  Impor- 
tation muft  continue  for  fix  months  j  which,  in  re- 
gard 

•  It  is  to  be  obferved,  the  importation  of  Oats  hath 
far  exceeded  that  of  all  other  Grain,  being  more  than  two 
parts  in  three  of  the  whole  as  may  be  (ecn  in  the  Collec- 
tija  of  fapers,   &c. 
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gard  to  that  port,  is  very  reafonable,  for  if  they 
had  it  in  their  power  to  allow  of  the  Importation  for 
three  months  only,  it  would  not  be  of  any  great 
utility,  fmce  nobody  would  venture  to  load  any 
quaniiiy^  as  the  time  might  poflibiy  elapfe  before  the 
arrival  to  the  lofs  of  the  Importer.  And  the  certifi- 
cates of  the  juftices  in  every  Quarter- feffions  out  of 
London,  feems  as  proper  in  regard  to  the  circum- 
ftances  of  moft  other  places,  and  as  well  adapted  for 
their  fervice,  as  the  regulation  for  London  doth  for 
the  fervice  thereof  5  for  in  them,  or  moft  of  them, 
a  fmall  additional  quantity  will  carry  them  on  for 
three  months,  and  if  enough  doth  not  arrive  in  that 
time,  they  can  continue  the  port  open,  by  certifying 
anew,  for  three  months  longer. 

Thefe  certificates  may  be  made  either  in  the  Quar- 
ter-feflions,  or  at  any  adjournment  thereof,  and  the 
snaking  them  feems  to  be  difcretionary,  not  compul- 
fory ;  and  that  it  {hould  be  fo  is  quite  neceflary, 
fmce  it  may  accidentally  happen  that  the  prices  of 
Corn  may,  for  one  or  two  Market-days  next  before 
the  Seffions,  be  at  fo  high  a  rate,  as  to  allow  of  the 
Importation,  and  an  Importation  improperly  allowed 
may  be  very  hurtful  to  the  Farmer. 

Therefore,  the  method,  that  hath  at  fom.e  times 
been  taken,  of  adjourning  the  Seffions  for  this  par- 
ticular purpofe  is  very  prudent,  and  it  might  be 
proper  always  to  adjourn  the  confideration  of  all  pe- 
titions as  may  be  prefented  in  regard  to  this  affair  in 
the  Michaeimas-feffionsy  till  about  the  20th  of  No- 
vember, as  by  that  time  it  will  be  known,  if  the  high 
prices  are  owing  to  the  fhortnefs  of  the  Crops, 
latenefs  of  the  Harveft,  want  of  arrivals,  or  to  any 
other  caufe. 

When 
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When  Corn  is  once  imported,  in  purfuance  of 
thefe  certificates,  it  cannot  be  refhipped,  except  for 
Exportation,  abroad  and  not  to  carry  coaft-ways  in 
Britain;  and  with  good  rcafon,  for  particular  Im- 
portations ihould  be  fo  ordered,  that,  whilft  they 
are  of  fcrvice  to  the  place  for  which  they  are 
intended,  they  may  not  hurt  the  Farmers  in 
other  parts.  So  far  for  particular  Importati- 
ons, for  the  Laws  as  they  now  ftand  regard 
no  other. 

General  Importations  have  been  ef- 
§.  6.  teemed  by  our  Legiflators  of  the  greateft 
moment,  and  they  can  never  be  permitted, 
but  by  a  new  Law  exprefsly  made  for  that  purpofe^ 
as  is  at  prcfent  the  cafe,  and  if  ever  the  power  of 
permitting  them  is  intruded  by  the  Parliament  to  any 
but  themfelves,  it  feems  as  if  it  can  be  no  where  fafely 
lodged,  but  in  the  King  and  Council,  and  whenever 
the  queftion  comes  before  them,  they  will  undoubt- 
edly proceed  with  the  greateft  caution,  the  flate  of 
the  Markets  in  all  foreign  parts,  from  which  Corn 
may  be  imported,  as  well  as  the  ftate  of  our  own 
Markets  throughout  the  Kingdom,  and  the  time  of 
the  year  will  be  confidered. 

At  Michaelmas^  a  late  harvcft  may  make  Corn  in 
general  dear  for  a  time,  although  there  may  be  a 
fufficicnt  ftock  in  the  Kingdom,  then  and  at 
all  times  contrary  winds,  and  in  war  time  want  of 
convoy,  and  every  other  means  which  tends  to  pre- 
\'ent  the  free  tranfportation  or  circulation  of  Grain 
from  one  part  of  the  Nation  to  another,  which  circu- 
lation there  can  be  no  doubt  but  all  in  power,  in  imi- 
tation 
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tation  of  the  Legiflature,  will  always  promote,  pro- 
tect and  encourage,  may  make  Corn  dear  in  par- 
ticular places  ;  and  if  a  fudden  rife  in  the  price, 
occafioned  by  the  above  or  any  other  accidental 
ftops  in  the  circulation,  fhould  at  any  time  be  mifta- 
ken  for  a  real  fcarcity,  and  a  general  importation 
allowed,  it  may  be  the  caufe  of  having  fo  much  Corn 
imported  in  fix  months,  and  fuch  Importation  wil] 
fcarcely  ever  be  granted  for  a  lefler  time,  as  to  make 
our  own  Farmers  labour  for  nothino-  the  whole 
year,  or  perhaps  longer,  and  confequently  greatly 
difcourage  Tillage. 

It  will  throw  fomc  light  on  this  reafoning  to  con- 
fider,  that  a  general  failure  of  the  Crops  throughout 
Europe  is  but  rarely  the  cafe,  and  though  it  may 
happen,  that  our  own  growth  may  be  fo  fhort  as  to 
require  a  permilHon  of  either  a  general  or  particular 
Importation  ;  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  fome  neigh- 
bouring Kingdoms  may  have  fo  much  Corn  to  fpare, 
as,  if  either  is  allowed  without  reftridion,  to  be  able 
in  a  few  months  to  import  fo  great  a  quantity,  that 
our  own  Farmers  may  not  be  able  to  get  a  common 
price,  though  they  have  but  a  very  fhort  Crop. 
Which  was  the  cafe  a  fev/  years  fmce  in  the  port  of 
London^  with  regard  to  Qats. 

When  a  general  Importation  is  allowed  it  fhould 
not  be  for  lefs  than  fix  months,  for  the  fame  reafon 
as  in  the  particular  at  London^*  viz.  a  fmall  quantity 
would  be  of  little  or  no  ufe,  and  if  the  time  li- 
mited for  Importation  is  too  fhort,  no  great  quantity 
can  arrive. 

As  in  particular  Importations  none  of  the 
Corn  impoited  fhould  be  refliipped,  to  be  carried 
coaflways  in  Great  Britain ^  becaufe  fuch  Importa- 
tions  are  for   the  fervice  of  particular  parts    of  the 

Kingdom 
*  Altered  lall  SeiTions  to  every'  three  mcnvhs. 
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Kingdom ;  fo,  on  the  contrary,  whenever  a  gene- 
ral Importation  is  allowed,  the  Corn  imported 
fhould  be  permitted  to  be  refhlpped  and  carried 
coaft-ways  to  any  other  part  of  the  Kingdom  with 
the  fame  freedom  as  Corn  of  our  own  growth,  be- 
caufe  fuch  Importations  are  for  the  benefit  of  th« 
Kingdom  in  general. 

There  is  an  opinion,  that,  as  the  Law  now 
ftands,  the  Exportation  of  Grain  can  be  prohibited 
only  by  the  Parliame?it*,  which  may  ftri6tly  fpeak- 
ing  be  true,  more  efpecially  in  time  of  peace  ;  but 
furely  the  King  by  his  prerogative,  may  at  any 
time,  particularly  in  time  of  war,  prevent  it  by  an 
embargo.  And  it  might  be  proper  to  impower  him 
to  do  it  at  all  times  by  proclamation,  with  the  ad- 
vice of  his  Council,  which  Mr.  Burn  fays  he  may, 
and  quotes  an  Aft  i  Ja.  i.  but  this  power  was  only 
an  exception  to  that  A&i,  and  was,  at  leaft  virtually, 
repealed  both  by  22  Ca7\  2.   and  i  pym.  and  Mary. 

The  Parliament  hath,  in  the  A6t  for  fufpending 
th?  Laws  till  C/;r//?;y/^j  next,  1759,  referved  a  power 
of  making  any  alteration  during  their  prefent  Sefiions, 
andif  Corn  continues  cheap,  and  it  can  be  done  with- 
out hazard  of  afTifting  the  enemy,  they  may  pofJibly 
dlow  an  Exportation  $,  and  it  deferves  confidera- 
tion  ;  if  that  be  done,  whether  it  fhould  not  be 
vrithout  a  Bounty  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  as 

was 

*  This  cpinion  appears  to  be  right,  by  the  pafTing  0^ 
the  Act  of  5  G.  3.  cap.  31.  to  authorife  the  King  and 
council  to  prohibit  the  Exportation  of  Wheat  during 
the  prorogation  in  1765. 

J  It  was  by  Stat.  32  G.  2.  c.  8.  allowed  to  be  exported 
T\  ith\.ut  any  reflriilion,  and  with  the  Bounty. 
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was  the  cafe  in  1699,  and  whenever  Corn  is  allowed 
to  be  exported  again  with  a  Bounty,  whether  an 
inquiry  fhould  not  be  made,  if  there  is  any  founda- 
tion for  the  rumour  of  the  Bounty  having  been  paid 
for  great  quantities  of  Corn  which  were  never  ex- 
ported*. 

Nothing  but  experience  can  fhew,  how  far  any 
of  the  alterations  here  propofed  may  be  of  fervice. 
We  are  certain  that  the  prefent  Corn-laws  have  had 
their  deftred  efFecSl,  and  therefore  fhould  al^er  them 
with  great  caution,  and  this  the  rather,  fmce,  how 
light  foever  fome  amongft  us  may  think  of  them,  two 
very  fenfible  late  French  Authors  %  attribute  to  them, 
and  to  the  A(5k  of  navigation,  the  prefent  figure  we 
N  make 


•  A  report,  which  hath  long  fubfided,  was  current 
in  the  year  1759,  that.  In  fome  of  the  out-ports,  means 
had  been  found  to  impofe  on  the  officers  of  the  Cui. 
toms,  in  whofe  prefence  the  Corn  is  meafured  into  every 
veff«l,  the  firft  time  fhe  loads  in  bulk,  and  to  make 
them  certify,  that  many  of  them  held  more  than  in  fadt 
they  did  :  If  there  was  any  truth  in  this  report,  furely 
it  could  not  be  done  as  to  Malt;  for,  by  Stat.  3  G.  2. 
c.  7.  §.  14  and  15.  all  Malt  made  for  Exportation  is  to  be 
locked  up  by,  andlfhipped  under  the  infpeaion  of  the 
Excifc  officer. 

However  ;  all  frauds  in  the  Exportation  of  Corn 
may  eafily  be  prevented  for  the  future,  by  making  the 
Bounty  payable  en  the  proof  that  the  Corn  is  landed  ac- 
cording to  the  Entry,  or  loft,  which  proof  t-,e  Mailer 
of  the  Veflel  might  be  bound  to  make  in  like  mancier  as 
he  is  in  regard  to  his  having  made  the  payments  to  Green* 
<wich  Hoi'pital. 

X  Les  Inter ct$  de  la  France  mal  eniendm,    and  V^mi  de$ 
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make  in  Europe,  and  prefs  the  making  the   like  for 
their  own  Kingdom. 

t  And  the  fentlments  of  thofe  writers 
'  §,.  7.  have  been  (o  far  adopted  by  the  govern- 
ment, that,  between  the  writing  and 
printing  thefe  Confidtrations,  the  King  hath  publifhed 
two  ren  arkable  Edicts  ||,  one  allowing  all  perfons 
to  trace  in  Corn,  and  to  circulate  it  freely  through- 
out the  whole  kingdom  ;  the  other  authorifmg  and 
encouraging  the  Exportation  and  Importation  there- 
of:  the  Exportation  to  ceafe  when  Wheat  hath  been 
for  three  following  Market-days,  at  a  price  which 
anfwers  to  about  48s.  our  quarter,  Statute-meafure, 
iand  there  are  thofe  who  fay,  that  they  are  fully  per- 
fuaded  they  fhall  live  to  fee  as  good  a  Bounty  given 
for  Corn  exported  from  France  as  is  given  from  £ng' 
land, 

f  Thefe  proceedings  of  the  French  fhould  at  leaft 
put  us  on  our  guard  as  to  any  alterations  we  may 
think  of  making  in  the  relation  to  the  Bounty  ^  for 
if  thofe  Edi6ls  are  continued  and  attended  with  fuc- 
cefs,  we  fhall  not  only  ioofe  our  Corn-trade  in 
France,  but  alfo  meet  the  French,  as  competitors  ii^ 
that  Trade,  in  all  other  foreign  Markets. 

f  Therefore  the  hints  thrown  out  page  80  of  re- 
ducing the  Bounty,  paying  it  to  the  prices  there 
mentioned,  and  taking  it  entirely  off  by  degrees  ; 
which  in  1759  it  was  thought  might  be  attempted 
■  without  any  great  hazard,  feem  now  in  the  year  1766 
highly  improper  j  and  that  it  would  be  wrong,  even 

ii  See  an  account  of  them,  fupp,  ch.  2.  fee.  8  and  9. 
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to  think  of  taking  the  Bounty  entirely  off,  or  to  re- 
dace  it,  and  at  the  fame  time  pay  it  to  lefTer  prices. 
One  of  the  laft  two  may,  however,  furely  be  done, 
without  any  great  rifk ;  and  we  might  either  con- 
tinue the  fame  Bounties,  but  payable  to  lefTer  prices, 
fay  Wheat  to  40s.  and  the  reft  in  proportion ;  or 
reduce  them,  fay  one  third,  and  continue  to  pay 
them  to  the  fame  prices  as  at  prefent. 
.  f  Was  the  firft  carried  into  execution,  we  fhould 
in  general  continue  to  fend  our  Corn  to  foreign 
Markets  on  as  good  terms  as  heretofore,  but  when 
it  fhould  happen  to  rife  to  the  prices  at  which  the 
Bounty  would  ceafe,  it  would  be  fo  great  and  fudden 
a  check,  as  might  turn  the  Trade  into  another  chan- 
nel for  fome  time ;  and  it  may  accidentally  rife  to 
that  price  either  juft  before  or  foon  after  Harveft, 
and  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  the  ftock  in  hand  may  be 
fo  large  that  a  great  quantity  may  be  fpared  for  Ex- 
portation, and  Corn  fold  for  a  moderate  price  in 
the  remaining  part  of  the  year  and  until  the  next 
Harveft. 

f  If  the  fecond  was  to  be  the  Law,  as  the  Mar- 
kets abroad  always  regulate  the  prices  at  which  Corn 
is  bought  here  for  Exportation,  the  Merchant  muft 
always  buy  at  fo  much  lefs  as  the  deduction  in  the 
Bounty,  to  be  on  a  par  with  them  ;  and  confequent- 
ly,  what  he  (hall  buy  will  tend  lefs  to  raife  the  Mar- 
ket here,  a  very  large  fum  would  be  annually  faved 
in  the  Bounty,  and  no  interruption  would  happen 
to  the  Exportation-trade,  by  the  ceafmg  of  the 
Bounty,    until  the  high  price  fhould  require  it. 

N  2  The 
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The  purport  of  all  that  hath  been 
Conclusion,  faid,  is  this,  that  as  the  variety  of 
the  feafons  will  always  prevent  the 
price  of  Corn  being  fixed  by  a  Law,  and  could  it 
be  done,  it  would  be  attended  with  inconveniences, 
and  the  attempt  would  difcourage  Tillage,  there- 
fore all  that  can  be  done,  is  to  regulate  the  matter 
fo,  that  it  may  be  kept  in  a  due  medium  ;  which 
our  prefent  Laws  have  done  beyond  expe£lation  ;. 
and  confequently,  that  every  attempt  to  alter  them, 
with  the  leaft  probability  of  fuccefs,  muft  be  made 
by  comparing  the  ftate  of  the  affair  before  the  time 
they  were  made,  v^ith  the  ftate  thereof  fince  they  have. 
been  in  force,  which  hath  been  endeavoured,  with 
what  propriety  we  freely  fubmit,  but  could  wifh, 
whether  any  alteration  is  made  or  not,  all  the  Laws 
relating  to  the  Corn-trade  were  reduced  into  one  A6t 
of  Parliament. 
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A  N  account  of  the  true  Market-price  of  i^hea^  and 
^^^  Mak  in  Wind/or  Market  from  I595  inclufive  to 
1765  exclufive.  Taken  from  the  Audit-books' in  Eton 
College. 

Year  Wheat  qr. 

/•     J.     ti. 

1595 3     o     o 

1596  — — —     280 

1597     396 

1598  — —     2   16     8 

1599    I   >9     2 

1600     I    17     8 

1601     ^ —     I    14   10 

1602  . 194 

1603  '  I   15     4 

1604    I   10     8 


Malt  qr. 

/, 

J. 

d. 

0 

0 

6 

3 

6 

4 

12 

6 

3 

4 

0 

0 

4 

6 

17 

4 

H 

8 

H 

6 

O  *i6o5 


^8         A  Colle(ElIon  of  Papers  relative  to  the 

An  account  of  the  true  Market-price  of  Wheat  and  Malt 
in  ?F/«^r  Market  from  1595  inclufive  to  1765  ex- 
cluflve. 

Year  Wheat  qr.  Malt  qr. 

/.     s.     d.  /.     s.     d. 

*i6o% I    15   10 120 

1606 I    13     o 19     4 

1607 I    16     8 18     4 

1608     2  16     8     I     4    o 

1609  '     2   10    o    190 

1610  ■                I    15   10     — —         19    4 
1611 I    18     8     19     8 

1612     224     • I     5     4 

1613  — - —    288     • I     6    4 

1614    2     1     8|   ^ —     I     7     o 

1615 I    18     8 I     5     4 

1616  — ——     204 I     4     8 

1617 288 1     o     4 

1618  ■ 268 I     o     o 

1619  — • .     I   15     4 19     8 

1620 —     I    10     4    ►         18     8 

1621  '  I    10     4 16     o 

1622  — ■' 2   i8     8 I     6     o 

1623 2    12     o I    II      2 

1624  ■  280 134 

^1625  ■  2  12     o  — —  I  I  6 

1626 -.  294. J  7  8 

.    1627 1    \6     o I  o  o 

1628 I     8     o  — 18  o 

1629 220       ' •       I       4       Q 

1630  • .     2   15     8     ■ I    14     o 

1631 380     .     I    18     8 

1632 2    13       4      ■•  I     II       o 

1633  ■ 2    18     O      ■  I      8     o 

1634  • "       2     16       O I     12       4 

1635;  ' 2    16     O I      7      8 

,636  2   16     8 I     8     8 

,637  2   13     o  I   19    4 

16^2 2  17     4 234 

J639 2     4  10 i    u     8| 

1640 —  248 I     7     8 

1641 

*Note,  thefe  are  the  lall  years  included  in  each  average. 
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An  account  of  the  true  Market  price  of  Wheat  and  Malt 
in  mnd/or  Market  from  1595  inclufive  to  1765  ex- 
clufive. 


Year 

1641 

1642 
1643 
1644 
*i645 
1646 
1647 
1648 
1649 
1650 

.65, 

1652 
1653 
1654 

1656 
1657 
1658 
1659 
1660 
1661 
1662 
1663 
1664 
♦1665 
1666 
1667 
1668 
1669 
1670 
1671 
1672 
1673 
1674 

1675 
1676 

1677 


Wheat  qr. 

/.     s,     d. 


Malt  qr, 


1 


wanting  in   the  account.    The  year 
1646  fupplied  by  Bifhop  Fleetwood. 


8 
13 

5 
o 

16 

13 
9 

'5 

6 

13 
3 
6 

I 

16 

10 

H 

17 
o 

9 
16 
16 

o 

4 
I 
2 

6 

8 

4 
18 


o 
8 
o 
o 
8 

4 
6 
6 
o 

4 
o 
8 
o 
o 
6 
o 
o 
o 
6 

4 
o 

o 
o 

4 
8 
o 

8 
8 
8 
o 
o 


9 

17 
o 

2 
18 

9 

8 
8 
o 
o 

4 
8 

9 
8 

12 

13 
2 

12 

10 

8 

6 

2 

4 

5 

2 

4 
»4 

•^6 

8 


o 
o 
o 
o 
6 
o 
o 
o 
8 
o 
o 
4 
4 
8 
8 

4 

o 
8 
o 

4 
o 

8 

o 

4 
6 

4 

o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 


O    3 


^S-j% 


te6        A  Collection  of  Papers  relative  to  the 

■An  account  of  the  true  Market-price  oi  Wheat  and  Malt 
in  Wind/or  Market  from  1595  inclufive  to  1765  ex- 
clufive. 


Year 

1678 
1679 
r68o 
1681 
1682 
1683 
1684. 
♦1685 
1686 
1687 
1688 
1689 
1690 
1691 
1692 
1693 
1694 

1695 
1696 
1697 
1698 
1699 
1700' 
1701 
1702 
1703 
,1704 
♦1705 
1706 
1-707 
1708 
1709 
1710 
171 1 
1712 

^^^^ 
1714. 


Wheat  qr. 


Malt  qr. 


»9 
o 

\ 

4 
o 

4 
6 

H 

I 

10 

»4 

1  14 

2  6 

7 
4 
>3 
II 
o 
8 

4 
2  o 
I  17 
I 
I 
2 
I 
I 
I 
2 

3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 


9 

16 

6 

10 

6 

8 

I 
18 
18 

H 

6 

1 1 

10 


d. 
o 
o 
o 
8 
o 
o 
o 
8 
o 

2 
O 

o 
8 
o 
8 
8 
o 
o 
o 
o 

4 
o 
o 
8 
6 
o 
6 
o 
o 
6 
6 
6 
o 
o 

4 
o 

4 


/.      s. 

i/. 

I    a 

a 

I     6 

8 

I    3 

8 

I     4 
1     8 

8 
0 

I     8 

8 

I     8 

4 
0 

>     5 

4 

I     4 

0 

1     2 

0 

I     0 

0 

19 

4 

17 

4 

I     4 

4 

1    10 

0 

t    12 

0 

1   12 

0 

1     8 

0 

1     8 

0 

I   \^ 

0 

I   19 

4 

I   U 

4 

I     4 
I     8 

0 
0 

»     3 
I      8 

4 
0 

1     6 

0 

1     2 

0 

»     3 
I      8 

4 
0 

1    16 

4 
0 

'    15 
I    10 

4 
8 

«     7 

0 

«     9 

4 

'7'S 
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An  account  of  the  true  Market-price  of  Wheat  and  Malt 
in  mndfor  Market  from  1595  inclufive  to  1765  ex- 
clufive.  ' 

Year  Wheat  qr.  Malt  qr. 

/.     J.     d.  I     ^     d, 

17 1  r  ■  230       — — —        I     10       8 

,7,g 280 I  8  o 

,7,7 2     5     8 1  5  4 

1718 I    18  10 I  4:  \ 

17 19 I  IS    o * 


6     % 


1720 I    17     o ^    ^\     4 

I721 


1722 
1723 


I   17     6 I     8  4 

1    16     o I     2  8 

I    14     8 I     3  S 

I72J 1   17     o —  I   10  o 

•  172. 286 I     8  o 

,726 260 J     8  o 

1727     .— 220 —  180 

,728 2  14    6 I   12  o 

1729    . —  2     6  10 I   IS  4- 

1730 


,6    6 I     7 


o 


1731 1    12  10 '  I  o  5 

,732 I     6     8 1  S  \ 

I      8     4 1  2  8 

1    ,8  10 I  2  2 


1733 
1734 


I     2     8 


o 


,735 .—  230 

,736 204 «  4 

J737 I    18     o I  o     « 

1738 1    15     6 ^  I  8     o 


1739 


,g     6 1     6     o 


174.0 2  10     8 I   12  o 

,7^1 268^ I    «2  8 

1742 '    H     o I    10  8 

^743 »     4  10 I      8  » 

1744 I     4  10 I     4  * 

»i7^^ I     7     6 I     3  4 

1746 I   19    o 124 

1747 I    14  10     ' »      2  8 

1748 I   17     o I     3  4 

1749 »   '7     o     —  '     5  4 

1750 1    12     6 I     S  4 

17^1 „  I   18    6      ■ 1  I     o  o 


1751 


102       AColledion  of  Papers  relative  to  the 

An  account  of  the  tru?  Market-price  of  PFSeat  ahd  Malt 
in  Winiijor  Market  from  1595  indufivc  to  1765  ex- 
cluiive. 

Year 

1752 

1753 

1754 

1755 

,756 

1757 

1758 

1759 

1700 

1 76 1 

1762 

1763 

*i764. 

Note.  In  the  foregoing  computations  you  are  to 
know,  that  in  every  year  there  are  two  prices  of 
Corn)  the  one  at  Lady  -  day  ^  the  other  at  M'lchaehnas^ 
both  which  are  put  together  and  the  half  is  taken 
for  the  common  price  of  that  year,  and  the  tax  is 
deducted  from  the  price  of  Malt. 

Since  printing  the  former  Edition  the  accounts  for 

1765  and  1766  have  been  obtained  and  are 

1765 2  14     o I   12     8 

1766    — 286 I   14.    o 


w 

hea 

s 

tqr. 
d. 

Malt  qr. 
/.  s,     d. 

2 

I 

10 



'   7 

4 

2 
I 

4 
'4 

8 
8 

__— _^ 

»  7 
I  8 

4 
0 

I 

13 

10 



«  5 

4 

2 

5 

3 

I  6 

0 

3 

0 

0 



I  16 

0 

2 

10 

0 



I  16 

0 

1 

19 

10 



1  7 

4 

1 

16 

6 

^- 

I  6 

0 

I 
1 

10 
19 

3 
0 

"""— ™~~" 

I  5 

I  7 

4 
4 

2 

0 

9 



I  16 

0 

2 

6 

9 



I  14 

0 

That  is  on  the  average  London  Meafure. 

1765 

,766 


2 
18 


91 


3t I     o 

Average  of  the  two  years 
3    o    55  — I     6 
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A 

TABLE    of  Averages   of  th 

e   foregoing; 

prices  of  IVheat  and  Malt, 

Number  of 

years 

and  wh 

sn 

Ave 

ages.             j 

No. 
II 

from 

to 

Qr.   Wheat. 

q 

.   iMalt. 

1595 

1606 

2       I       64 

3    9i 

20 

1606 

1626 

2      3      2| 

2    9 

20 

1626 

1646 

2    10      5 

10    0 

20 

1646 

1666 

2  17     5i 

12     0| 

20 

1666 

1686 

2     6     31 

6    7 

20 

1686 

1706 

2      5    I0| 

6    8 

20 

1706 

1726 

249 

8      2i. 

20 

1726 

1746 

I  17    9i 

7     of 

19 

1746 

1765 

2      0      l4 

7     81 

51 

1595 

1646 

2     5     3t 

5     5i 

40 

J  646 

1686 

2    H    lOi 

9    4 

40 

1686 

1726 

2    5     3l 

7    5:: 

39 

1726 

1765 

I  18  11^ 

7    4 

91 

1595 

1686 

2      8      2i 

7     74 

79 

1686 

1765 

2      2      Oi 

7    4i 

170 

1595 

1765 

254 

I 

7     5i 

Thefe  averages  are  taken  to  fuch  particular  years, 
that  thofe  as  were  ftruck  by  Bifhop  Fleetwood  might 
fland  here,  as  he  hath  given  them ;  and  the  chafm 
of  1642,  3,  4  and  5,  is  not  here  regarded  ;  but  the 
average  of  the  fixteen  years  from  1625  to  1642  is 
taken  for  that  of  the  twenty  years  from  1625  to  1646; 
as  it  can  make  no  great  difference  in  the  faid  twenty 
and  fcarcely  any  in  the  whole  one  hundred  and  feven- 
ty  yea;'s. 

The 


104        ^  Collection  of  Papers  relative  to  the 

The  way  the  College  comes  at  thefe  prices  is 
this  :  The  College  Baker  and  Brewer  attend  Wind/or 
Market  on  the  Market-days  next  before  Lady-day 
and  Michaelmas ;  and  bring  an  account  of  the  highcft 
prices  that  Wheat  and  Malt  is  fold  for  in  the  Mar- 
ket on  thofe  days  to  the  Provoft  and  Fellows  :  and 
it  cannot  be  doubted  but  they  are  taken  with  great 
care ;  for,  according  thereto  the  Rents  are  fettled 
for  the  current  year.  It  being  only  left  to  the  te- 
nant's option  whether  he  will  pay  in  Wheat  and 
Malt  in  kind,  or  in  Money,  at  the  faid  Market-price* 

As  thefe  are  the  prices  of  the  beft  Wheat  and 
Malt,  and  the  buftiel  at  JVindfor  contains  nine  gal- 
lons ;  they  by  no  means  give  a  true  ftate  of  the 
mean  or  middle  prices  of  the  faid  Corn  or  Grain,  or 
what  the  value  would  have  been  of  all  the  Wheat  fit  for 
Bread,  and  all  the  Malt  made  from  all  the  Barley  fife 
for  that  purpofe,  fuppofmg  the  whole  of  each  to  have 
been  mixed  together  on  two  diftin6l  heaps ;  or  v/hat 
each  of  them  would  have  been  worth  or  have  fold  for 
in  each  year ;  or  what  the  refpective  averages  at  or 
for  the  times  before  noted  would  have  been. 

But  yet  the  fame  may  be  found  from  them  with  great 
exa^lnefs  ;  by  deducting  one  ninth  for  the  difference  of 
the  bufhel  above  the  Statute-meafure,  and  then  one 
ninth  more  from  the  remainder,  for  it  hath  been  found 
that  the  value  of  all  the  Wheat  fit  for  bread,  if  mixed 
together,  would  be  eight  ninths  of  the  value  of  the  beft 
Wheat,  and  the  fame  proportion  may  reafonable  be 
fuppofed  in  Barley. 

This,  however,  would  be  too  tedious  to  do  here 
for  the  whole  time,  but  the  following  table  fhews 
what  the  general  averages  are,  according  to  fuch  cal-» 
culation. 

A    TA- 
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A  TABLE  {hewing  the  value  of  the  quarter  of 

middle  Wheat  and  Malt  in  Windfor  Market 

for  feveral  periods  within  170  years,    and  for 

the  whole  time,  Statute-meafure. 

Number  of  years 

and  when 

Averages. 

No. 

from 

to 

Qr.   Wheat.    1     (^r.  Malt. 

II 

1595 

1606 

I    12    lOl 

18     9^ 

20 

1606 

1626 

I    14      I> 

17  iiy 

20 

1626 

1646 

I    19    10 

J     3     8J 

20 

1646 

1666 

254' 

^     5    4 

20 

1666 

1686 

I    16      7.1 

I     1     0 

20 

1686 

1706 

I  16     2- 

I      I     ci 

20 

1706 

17216 

I   15     4| 

'     2    3t 

20 

1726 

1746 

I     9  10* 

I     I    43 

19 

1746 

1765 

I   II     8t 

I       I     lOf 

51 

1595 

1646 

I   15     9i 

I     0     il 

40 

J  646 

1686 

2     0  ii| 

I       3      2t 

40 

1686 

1726 

I    ^5     9^ 

I     I     8^ 

39 

1726 

1765 

I   10     91 

I     I     71 

91 

1595 

1686 

I    18      0| 

I      I   io| 

79 

1686 

1765 

I  13  n 

I     I     71 

I170      1595  '  1765  " 

I   ^5     91 

I     I     8^ 

From  the  foregoing  accounts,  and  the  laft  table, 
it  is  obfervable,  that  the  prices  of  Wheat  and  Malt 
have  not  been  higher  fince  the  Bounty  hath  been 
paid,  which  was  firft  given  in  1689  ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, Wheat  hath  been  confiderably  cheaper  on  the 
whole,  and  continually  on  the  decline  ;  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Export  hath  continued  to  increafe,  and 
there  is  reafon  to  believe.  Bread  made  of  Wheat  is 
P  become 


lo6        A  ColIe6lion  of  Papers  relative  to  the 
become  more    generally   the  food    of  tbe  labouring 
part  of  the  people  than  before  the  Bounty  was  giv- 
en*, which  difference  in  the  price  of  Wheat  is  ex- 
plained below,  viz. 

/.     s.     d. 

From    1595  to  1686  Average          —         i   18     o 
1686  to  1726  Average     i   15     9 

Left  for  the  firfl  40  years      

From  1595  to  1686  Average  — 

1726  to  1765  Average 

Lefs  for  the  laft  39  years  -^ 

From  1595  to  1686  Average       

1686  to  1765  Average    


0       2 

3 

I     18 

0 

I    10 

9 

0      7 

3 

I     18 

0 

I  n 

2 

Lefs  for  the  laft  79  years o     4  10 

and  if  we  compare  the  Average  of  the  forty  years 
immediately  before  that  in  which  the  Bounty  took 
place,  with  the  average  of  the  whole  time  fince,  the 
difference  appears  flill  greater, 

/.     s.     d, 

Froini646  to   1686  Average         2     011 

1686  to  1765  Average         I    13     2 

Lefs  for  the  laft  79  years  079 

and  hereby  the  utility  and  good  effects  of  the  Boun- 
ty aremanifefted,  in  that  Tillage  hath  been  thereby 
fb  encouraged  and  improved  as  to  make  Wheat  cheap- 
er at  home,  and  at  the  fame  time,  bring  large  fums 
into  the  Kingdom  for  the  Corn  exported,  of  which 
the  following  accounts  have  been  kid  before  Parlia- 
ment. A  N 
*  See   fupp.  c.  5.  fee.  i6. 
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Note^  The  prices  of  Wheat  and  Malt  in  the  lall 
page  are  taken  from  the  table-page  105,  the  price  of 
Barley  is  the  fame  as  Malt,  deducting  ;^s.  yd.  pef 
quarter  for  making  :  the  price  of  Oats  is  calculated 
at  three-fourths  of  the  price  of  Barley ;  and  the 
price  of  Rye  is  calculated  at  two-thirds  of  the  price 
of  Wheat,  which  proportions  are  frequently,  or 
rather  generally  found  between  their  refpe<Slive  prices. 

The  faid  price  of  Malt  however  is  to  be  under- 
ftood  of  that  made  for  home  confumption  only  ;  for, 
by  Stat.3  G.  2.  c.  7.  fee.  14  and  15.  three  quarters 
of  Malt  is  to  be  allowed  for  every  two  quarters  of 
Barley  when  malted  for  exportation,  and  the  Bounty 
is  paid  accordingly. 

Now  two  quarters  of  Barley  having  been  worth 
on  the  average  only  368.  we  ought  not  to  fuppofs 
three  quarters  of  the  Malt  fet  down  in  the  faid  ac- 
count as  exported,  worth  more,  i,  e,  12s.  per  quar-^ 
ter. 

Here  follow  the  accounts  of  the  fums  paid  for 
Bounties  on  the  foregoing  quantities  of  Corn  ex« 
ported. 

Recount  of  the    total  amounts  of  the  feveral  Bounties 
paid   for  Corn  exported   from   England  from  1697  tQ 
1706,  being  nine  years,  vyith  the  annual  averages, 
qrs.       b.         s.     d,  /.       ^.     d. 

Barley    —    251,689  7  —  2     6  —       31,4,61     4     ^ 
Malt      —     623,345  4  •—  2     6  —       77,918     3     9 
Oatmeal  2,015  4  —  2     6  —  251    18     9 

Rye      —      238,9^5  7  —  3     6  —       41,822   10     jl 


Wheat  — 


3 


Quarters     1,668.904.  o  £.  289,670   i^     o| 

Averages       185,433  ^  ^C-     32,185   12     8 

Q*?  AccounJ 
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Account  of  the  total  amounts  of  the  feveral  Bountiofi 
paid  for  Corn  exported  from  England  from  1706  to 
1726,  being  twenty  years,  with  the  annual  averages. 

qrs.     b.         s.  d.  L        s.  d. 

Barley      —     4.33,237  2  —  2  6  —  54,154   13  l| 

Malt    —     4,301,205  o  —  2  6  —  547,650  12  6 

Oats      —         11,922   I  —  2  6  —  1,490     5  3j 

Rye     —         789,618  6  —  3  6  •—  138,183     5  7 

Wheat  —  2,518,213  4—5  o  —  629,553     7  6 


Quarters 

8,134,196  5 

£*  i,37»>032     4    o| 

Averages 

406,709  2 

^.  68,551   12     2 

Account  of  the  total  amounts  of  the  feveral  Bounties 
paid  for  Corn  exported  from  England  from  1726  to 
1746,  being  TWENTY  years,  with  the  annual  averages. 


Barley     - 
Malt   — 
Oatmeal 
Rye     — 
Wheat 

qrs.     b.        s. 

-     590,080  6  —  2 

3>87^332  4  —  2 

45^932  3  —  2 

520,020  6  —  3 

4>46i,337  4  —  5 

d                I. 

6  —      73*760 
6—-    483,916 

6—        5'74i 
6 —      91,003 
0—1,115,334 

J. 

I 

II 
10 
12 

7 

I0| 

^6* 

Quarters 

9,488,703  7 
474'435   I 

£,  1,769,756 

4 

2 

Averages 

£'  88,487 

16 

2 

Account 
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Account  of  the  total  amounts    of  the  feveral  Bounties 
paid  for  Corn  exported  from  England  from    1 746  to 
1765,  being  nineteen  years,with  the  annual  averages, 
qrs.      b.         s,  d,  L       r.     d. 

Barley  1,268,088  1  —  2  6  —  158,511  o  3I 
Malt  4»777>303  6  —  2  6  —  579.162  19  aX 
Oatmeal       67,186  4  —  2     6  —  8.398     6     3 

Rye  —      939>5^o  7  —  3     6  —        164,426  13     i 
Wheat     6,800,017   I  -—  5     o—     1,700,004     5     yi. 

Quart.   13,852,176  3  £,  2,628,503     4     7I 

Averages    729,061  7  £,  138,342     5     6 


Account 
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Price,    Export,   and  Import  of  Corn,     il^ 

It  would  have  given  us  great  pleafure  to  have  been 
Me  to  have  begun  the  foregoing  accounts  froni  1689, 
when  the  Bounty  took  place  ;  but  we  do  not  find 
them  made  up  further  back,  and  it  is  moft  probable 
that  before  1697,  the  Export  was  not  conliderable; 
enough  for  notice  ;  as  a  courfe  of  nine  years  cannot 
be  thought  too  long  to  have  elapfed  before  the  laws 
could  operate  fo  far,  as  to  enable  us  to  export  any 
material  quantity,  who  before  they  took  place,  ufed 
to  be  frequently  large  Importers.f 

During  the  foregoing  period  of  fixty  eight  years 
the  Export  hath  with  fome  few  exceptions  been  pro- 
hibited fourfeveral  times,  viz,  from  Feb.  10,  169I  for 
one  year,  fiom  Nov.  18,  1709,  to  Sept,  29,  i7ioi 
from  Dec.  1740,  to  Dec*  25,  1741  ;  and  from  Dec. 
1756,  to  Dec.  27,  1757^  Which  laft  prohibition 
was  prolonged  to  Dec.  2-5,  1758,  and  continued  to 
March  2$,  1769.  And  from  A^.  12,  if|-^,  to  Sept, 
29,  1 7  CO,  no  Bounty  was  paid  on  any  Corn  ex- 
ported ;  nor  was  any  payable  on  Oatmeal  exported 
till  May  I,   1707. 

Which  prohibitions,  ntjn^payment  of  Bounty, 
and  none  being  paid  on  Oatmeal  at  fird,  would  all 
together,  make  a  confiderable  dedu6tion  from  the  mo- 
nies in  the  preeeeding  pages,  could  we  diftinguifh 
their  amount ;  but  no  account  thereof  as  we  can 
learn  hath  been  made  out  by  Authority,  no  more  than 
of  fuch  grain  as  hath  been  exported,  for  which  no 
Bounty  is  at  any  time  payable.  For  thefe  reafons,and 
becaufe  it  is  intended  in  thefe  obfervations  to  give 
the  obje(Slions  to  paying  the  Bounty  their  full  force, 
no  notice  is  taken  thereof  in  thefe  accounts,  and  the 
Bounty  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  paid  on  all  the  Corn 
exported  of  every  fort  for  the  whole  fixty-eight  years. 

Aa 

*  See  Note  p.  38.  andfupp.  ch.   2.  fee.    12  and  13. 
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From  the  five  laft  pages  may  be  feen  the  progrefs 
of  the  Export  and  Import   from  time  to   time,    and 
for  the  whole  time  from  1697  to  1 765,  as  to  Quan- 
tity :  v/e  fliall  prefently  fee  the   value  in  Money, 
S  2  whereby 
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whereby  will  appear  what  benefit  and  favings  the  iiah» 
tion  hath  received  therefrom. 

But  before  the  accounts  are  produced,  it  may  be 
proper  tc5  (hev^  upon  what  principles  they  are  ftatedy 
that  it  may  appear  that  in  thofe,  as  well  as  in  all  the 
reft  of  the  foregoing  papers,  nothing  is  taken  for 
granted  or  inhanced  in  favour  of  the  Export,  but 
that  the  moft  moderate  principles  are  adopted  through- 
out, with  a  view,  if  poflible,  to  obviate  every  objec- 
tion. 

Firft,  then  the  Debtor  fides  of  the  accounts  confift 
of  a  charge  of  the  Bounty  for  all  the  Corn  exported  ; 
and  the  value  of  all  the  Corn  imported,  rated  at  thofe 
high  prices  at  which  the  low  duties  are  to  commence.* 
The  firft  article  might  have  been  leflened  by  de- 
du6ling  the  Bounties  for  1700,  and  in  fome  other  years, 
when  none  were  paid,  and  for  Oatmeal  till  1707. 

And  the  Cum  imported  might  very  juftly  have 
been  left  out  of  the  accounts,  fmce-'it  is  moft  pro- 
bable, had  there  been  no  Export  the  Import  would 
have  been  much  larger  *. 

Secondly,  the  credit  fides  of  the  accounts  confift 
of  the  value  of  all  the  Corn  exported,  rated  only 
at  the  average  prices  T.  as  noted  pages  114  and  115, 
And  to  the  profits  at  the  foot  of  the  faid  account, 
reduced  into  annual  averages,  are  added  the  favings 
in  the  price  of  Wheat  eat  at  home,  which  for  the 

firfl 

*  See  page  S3. 

*  >^ee  i"Soie,  page3S.  andTupp.  ch.  2.  fee.  13  and  14. 
X  It    might,    with    great    reaion,  have    been    valued 

fomewha.  higher,  it  is  fciaora  fli'pped  fo  low  as  the  a- 
vera-^e  pnce ;  and  it  may  be  queliioncd  if  the  Bounty, 
one  time  with  another,  ^ays  freight,  commiflion  atui 
^U  othtir  incident  charge?. 


Price,  Export,  and  Import  of  Corn.  13;^ 
firil  twenty-nine  years  is  valued  only  at  nine  pence^ 
and  the  laft  thirty-nine  years  at  only  cne  Jhilling  and 
feven  pence  per  quarter,  although  it  appears  page  106 
to  have  been  cheaper  by  two  jhillings  and  three  pence 
during  the  firft,  2ii\6i  feven  Jhillings  and  three  pence  du- 
ring the  fecond  period,  than  it  was  from  1595  to 
1686. 

Dr.  Account  of  Corn  exported  and  imported  from  1697 
to  1706  being  nine  years. 

/.         J.     d. 

Bounty  as  per  page  115             -^  289,67014  o 
Imported  as  per  page  125 

Barley           —         361   7  at  32  o  —  579     °  ® 

Oat^             —      2,056  4—  16  o  —  1,645     4  o 

Oatmeal        —            45  —  320  —  780 

Rye        —            3,9726  —  400—  7>945^o  ^ 

Wheat      *-          2)6330  —  534—  7,021     6  S 

Quarters     9,028  6  £,*     306,869     2     8 

„_______  I  —  —  — ^^ 

Cr. 

Exported  as  per  page  1 13 

Barley      —  251,689  7  at  16  6  —      207,644     2  ll 

Malt    —  623,345  4 —  12  o  —      374,007     6     o 

Oatmeal  2,015  4—249* —           2,494     3     7 

Rye     —  238,985   7  —  24  2  —       288,777     o     3 

Wheat    —  552,867  2  —  36  3  — 

Quarters  1,668,904  o  £> 

Deduct  as  above  D'. 


Gained  in  nine  years 

That  is  per  annum 
'To  which   add   9d.  per  qr.    faved   on 
3,750,000  Wheat  eat  in  Engia:d 

Total  gained  and  faved  per  annum 

Dr. 
♦  Note,-  Oatmeal  is  double  the  price  of  Oats. 


1,002,071 
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9 
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l)r.  Account  of  Corn  exported  and  imported  from  1706 
to  1726  being  twenty  yean. 

/.          s.  d. 

Bounty  as  per  page  1 1 6       1,371,032    4  o 

Imported  as  per  page  1 25 

Bailey        —       J>^79  o  at  32  o  —           3,006     8  o 

Oats         —       64,622  6 —  16  o  —         Si>698     4  o 

Oatmeal                  593  7  —  32  o  —              950     4  o 
Rye         —      ,^-         6  —  40  o  —                    iioo 

Wheat   —         2,313  0  —  53  4  —           6,168     o  o 

Quarters  69,409  3                   £.  1,432,856  10  o 

Per  Contra  Cr. 

Exported  as  per  page  1 1 3 

Barley     —     433,237   2  at   18  8  —        404,354  15  4 

Malt     —    4,381,205  o—  12  o  —     2.628,723     o  o 

Oatmeal           11,922  i  —  28  o  —           16,690  19  6 

Rye     —        789,618  6 — 23  7  —         931,092     2  2 

Wheat         2,518,213  4—35  4  —     4,448,843    17  o 

Quarters  8,134,196  5                    ^.8,429,704.14  o 

Deduft  as  above  Dr.          1,432,856  10  o 

Gained  in  twenty  years  6,996,848     4  o 

That  is  per  annum     349,842     8  2 
To  which  add   9d.   per  qr.   faved  on            ^ 

3,750,000  Wheat  eat  in  £;7^/.2W.         H^'^^S     9  o 

Total  gained  and  faved  per  annum       490,467     8  2 


Dr, 
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'D^  Account  of  Corn  exported  and  imported  from  1726 
to  1746,  being  twenty  years. 

/.  s.     d. 

Bounty  paid  as  per  page  116                  1,769,756  4     2 
Imported  as  per  page  125 

Barley      —      ^'^y'^l'h  6  at  32  o  —         76,918  o    o 

Oats        —    47<^>3H  2  — -  16  o  —       376,251  8    p 

Oatmeal    —           21  6  —  32  o  —                34  16    o 

Rye    186,354  o  — 40  o  —       37a, 708  o    o 

Wheat    —    128,087  3  —53  4  —       341,566  6     8 

Quarters  832,851   i                    jf.  2,937,234  14   10 

Per  Contra  Cr. 

Exported  as  per  page  1 1 3 

Barley    —    590,080  6  at  17     9  ^-       523,696  13     3 

Malt         3,871,332,  4 —  12     o  —    2,322,793  10    o 

Oatmeal         45»932  3  —  26     7  —         61,051  15    4 

Rye    —       520,020  6  —  19   11  —       5'7»853  19  n 

Wheat       4,461,337  4  —  29   10  —    6,654,828  8     9 

Quarters  9,488,703  7                   £*  10,080,224  7     3 

Deduft  as  above  Dr,        2,937,234  14  10 

Gained  in  twenty  years       7,147,989  12     5 

That  is  per  annum        357»i49  9    7 
To  which  add  is.  7d.  per  qr.  faved  on        ,  ^ 

3,750,000  Wheat  eat  in  £;srf/«;7^           29C>,»75  o    o 


Tptal  gained  and  faved  per  annum  654,024    9    7 


Dr. 


136      A  Colledion  of  Papers  relative  to  the 

Dr.  Account  of  Corn  exported  and  imported  from  1746 
to  1765  being  nineteen  years. 

/.  s.  ^ 

Bounty  p  id  as  per  page  117       —        2,628,503  4  7 
Imported  as  per  page  125 

Barley    —     24,901    3  at  32  o  -^            39»842  4  o 

Oats       —  474*762   I  —  16  o  —          379>8o9  14  o 

Oatmeal         21,023  o  —  32  o  —            33*636  16  o 

Rye     —          9*556  7  —  40  o  ■—             19,1 13  15  o 

Wheat         150,407  5  —  534   —          401,087  o  o 

Quarters  680,651  o                      £.  3,501,992  13  7 

Per  Contra  Cr. 

Exported  as  per  page  113 

Barley         1,268,088   i   at  18  3  —     1,157,130  8  3 

Malt            4.7/7,303  6-^12  o  —     2,866,382.  5  o 

Oatmeal           67,186  4  —  27  4  —         91,821,  11  o 

^y^      —      939'58°  7  —  21   I  —        990,474  *^  n 

Wheat       6,800,017  I  —  31  8  —    10,766,693  15  7 

Qurs.    13,852,176   3                  £.   15,872,502  16  9 

Dedud  as  above  Dr.    3,501,992  13  7 

Remains  gained  in  nineteen  years     12,370,510  3  2 

That  is  per  annum       651,079  9  7 

TowMch3ddis.7d-*pe'-q'--ft''edon      g  ^  ^ 

3,750,000  Wheat  eat  m  ii//^/^»^ 

Total  gained  and  favcd  per  annum  947,954  9  7 


*  Inftead  of  is.  7d.  which  was  taken  for  4  of  4s.  lod, 
— -2S.  5d.  ;.  f. — *  of  7s.  3d.  ftiould  have  been  taken 
in  this,  and  the  laft  page  :  See  page  106. 

Totals 


Price,  Expert,  and  Import  of  Corn,      13^ 


I 
I 

s 

(a 
.«« 

C 

> 
•0 

% 

•  «-• 

O 
5 


s 

►-    N 

t^  t^ 

-•i-** 

-    0^ 

ON  Ov 

0    ON 

"^  r> 
VO    On 

00    N 

00  »- 
VO  N 
0\  N 

t*^   ON 

1  1 

1  1 

1    1 

•>« 

0   0 

0   0 

0  0 

0  0 

0   0 

0   0 

do 

00  00 

VO  VO 
ON  ON 

NO   00 

11 

1   1 

1  1 

S 

•*    N 

t^  r>. 

^« 

»^ 

»^0O 

OS  On 

00     N 

to 

C 

0 

-^  ON 

On  On 

?° 

t~r\  - 

t^vo 

t<^\0 
On  0 

1     1 

1  1 

1  1 

s 

VO  VO 
Q    t<» 

NO     *^ 
^NO 

VO    i^ 

0  NO 

1    1 

1  1 

1  1 

r^vo 

VO  NO 

r-^vo 

ON   N 

NO   r^ 

1  1 

CN  0 

1   1 

0  o\ 

1  1 

ON  ON 

VO 


VO 


NO 


00 


NO 


On 

NO 


>s 


T. 


i^^        •  A  Colle£lion  of  Papers  relative  to  the 

By  the  laft  page  it  appears,  at  one  view,  what  the 
totals  of  the  gains  and  favings  made  by  the  Lxporta- 
tionof  Corn  for /txty-eight  years  have  been,  and  how 
the  fame  have  increafed  during  that  period,  the  value 
of  all  the  Corn  imported,  and  amount  of  all  the 
Bounties  being  deducted. 

Andthefe  accounts  are  founded  on  fa61:s ;  which, 
it  fhould  feem,  cannot  be  in  the  leaft  controverted, 
the  mod  material  doubt  that  can  be  raifed  againft 
them  would  be  to  aflert,  that,  however  fully  and 
clearly  they  may  be  ftated,  however  certain  the 
fa6ls  on  which  they  are  founded  are,  yet  there  can 
be  no  dependence  thereon,  unlefs  we  could  know 
that  an  equal  quantity  of  Corn  hath  been  confumed 
fmce,  to  what  was  confumed  before  the  Bounty 
took  place  ;  and  that  the  number  of  Men  and  other 
animals  who  are  fed  with,  and  live  on  Grain,  in  the 
year  1764,  is  equal  to  that  of  thofe  which  was  fup- 
ported  in  1689,    thereby. 

For  although  it  doth  appear,  that  Bread-Corn  and 
all  other  Grain  are,  and  have  been,  as  cheap,  or 
cheaper,  fmce  the  Bounty  on  the  Export  hath  been 
given  than  before  ;  yet  it  may  have  happened  by  the 
number  of  the  people  being  lefTened,  or  by  fome 
other  means,  that  the  confumption  of  Grain  in  this 
Kingdom  hath  been  fo  dccreafed,  as  that  fuch  cheap- 
nefs  fiiould  not  at  all,  or  at  leaft  not  v/holly,  be  at- 
tributed to  the  imaginary  increafed  quantity  of  Corn 
grown  by  the  extenfion  of  Tillage  arlfmg  from,  or 
rather  occafioned  by  the  encouragement  given  by 
fuch    Bounty. 

This  muft  undoubtedly  be  admitted  ;  but  then  It 
mu{t  at  the  fame  time  be  alfo  granted  on  the  con- 
trary, that  it  may  have  happened  by  the  number  of 

the 
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the  people  being  increafed,  or  by  fome  other  means, 
that  the  conftimption  of  Grain  in  the  Kingdom  hath 
been  alfo  increafed  during  the  faid  period,  and  then 
fuch  cheapnefs  ought  wholly  to  be  attributed  to  the 
really  increafed  quantity  of  Corn  produced  by  the 
extenfion  of  Tillage  arifing  from,  or  rather  oc'ca- 
fioned  by  fuch  Bounty. 

The  general  opinion  feems  to  be  for  the  laft  of 
thefe  propofitions,  and  that  the  number  of  Men  and 
other  animals  fed  on  Grain  is  greatly  increafed.  But 
this,  as  to  Men  at  leaft,  doth  not  appear  to  be  the 
cafe  J  and  yet  there  are  reafons  to  think  they  are  at 
leaft  equal  to,  or  fomewhat  exceed  what  they  then 
were,  and  from  the  beft  authority  could  be  obtained, 
that  the  number  in  England  and  JVales  was  then,  and 
is  now  about  six  millions*. 

The  difficulties  that  attended  this  inquiry  were 
not  inconfiderable,  and  in  making  it,  an  opportu- 
nity was  taken,  in  order  to  get  at  the  amounts  of  the 
annual  growth  of  all  forts  of  Grain,  to  inquire  what 
quantity  of  Bread  they  confume  per  head  annually, 
and  how  much  of  each  fort  of  Grain  is  made  into 
Bread,  and  applied  to  other  ufes,  and  this  is  the  refult 
of  our  enquiries. 

That  the  numbers  of  the  faid  fix  millions,  who 
eat  the  feveral  forts  of  Corn  in  Bread,  and  the  ave- 
rage quantities  which  they  annually  confume  per 
head,  are  as  follows, 

T  2  35750>o^ 

♦    Secfupp.  ch.  3. 


14©        A  Colleclion  of  Papers  relative  to  the 

Numbers  *  of  the 
people  qr.     h* 

3,750,0001  r   Wheat  I     o 

739,000  I   Confumc  annually    3    Barley  i     3 
888,000  f  each  ]    Rye       i     r 

623,000-^  Oats     2     7 

Befides  that  which   is  made    into    Bread,     there 

is    reafon    to  fuppofe   the  following    quantities    of 

the  above  and  other   forts  of  Grain   are   annually 

expended  in  other  ufes. 

qrs 
90,000  Wheat  diftilled  and  made  Starchj  ^^ 
3,300,000  Barley  in  beer. 

117,000  ditto,   other  ufes. 
2,461,500  t  Oats,   horfes,  foup,  ^V. 
31,000  Rye,  Tanners  and  hogs. 
^0,000  Beans  and   Peafe,    for  Negroes,    horfes 
and  hogs. 
1 34,000  Peafe,  for  Sailors  and  foup. 
90,000  Rape  and  other  feed,  for  oil. 

'  And  this  exclufive  of  the  feveral  forts  of  garden 
feeds  and  pulfe  eat  green,  of  which  we  could  form 
jio  idea. 

From  thefe  laft  accounts,  together  with  thofe  in 
the  foregoing  part  of  this  Colledtion,  we  may  pro- 
ceed to  ftate  the  particular  and  general  accounts  of 
Corn  confumed,  exported,  imported  and  grown  an- 
nually, and  the  proportions  they  feverally    bear  to 

each 


*  See  fupp.  ch.  4  and   5. 

f  Note,  From  the  year  1752  to  1765,  the  annual  con- 
fumjtion  of  Oats  in  London  only  is  increafed  above 
52,000  qrs. 


Price,  Export,  and  Import  of  Corn.        14I 

«ach  other ;  wherein,  although  it  may  be  poffible, 
fome  things  will  be  miftaken,  yet  we  prefume,  that 
the  whole  will  be  rather  under  than  above  the 
truth. 

Particular  accounts  of   CORN  consumbd, 

Firft,  oFBarley^t 

qrs. 
Bread  —  —  1,016,125 

Malt  —  —        3,300,000 

Hogs  and  other  purpofes  '  117,000 

Confumed  at  home           —  45333>i25 
Exported  page  114 

viz.  Raw        37,398   7  niac-y 

Malted  133,855*3  *7'5253 

Confumed  and  exported         —       4,604,378 
Imported  page  126,   dedu£l  —  i,io6 

Annual  growth  —  4,603,272 

Of  which  the  annual  Export  is  little  more  than 
&ne  twenty  feventh  part,  and  that  in  the  year  1750, 
which  was  445,004,  after  reducing  the  Malt  into 
Barley,  being  the  higheft  ever  knownj,  was  not 
ijuite  one  tenth* 


Second, 

*  Note,  One  third  of  the  Malt  exported  is  doduflcd 
to  reduce  it  into  Barley. 
X  See  page   iii. 


f48        A  Colledlion  of  Papers  relative  to  the 

Second  Oats. 

qrs. 

Bread  . l5  79i>225 

Horfes  and  other  purpofes  —  25461,500 

Confumed  at  home  —         4,252,725 

Exported  page  114        —  35  737* 

Confumed  and  exported      —         4,256,462 
Imported  page  126,  dedu6l 

Wz.  Meal       6364? 

Corn  14,878  4i  ^^'5^5 

Annual  growth  « —  4,240,947 

To  which  both  the  annual  ExTport  and  Import 
bear  a  very  infignificant  proportion,  but  the  higheil 
Importation  v/hich  was  in  1763,  as  per  page  124, 
with  the  meal  amounted  to  219,310,  /.  e,  one  nim^ 
Uenih  part  of  the  growth. 

Third,  Rye, 

qrs. 
Bread  ■'■  '  999,000 

Other  purpofes  —  31,000 

Confumed  at  home  —         1,030,000 

Exported  page  114  — —  3^559^ 

Confumed  and  exported      1,066,591 

Imported  page  126,   dedud  —  2,939 

Annual  growth  •  1,063,652 

Of 

•  Note,  One  quarter  of  Oatmeal  is  equal  to  fwo  quar- 
ters of  Oats, 
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Of  which  the  annual  Export  is  about  one  twmty 
ninth  part,  and  that  in  1706  being  the  higheft  Ex- 
port, viz,  166,512  qrs.  *  if  there  is  no  miftake  in 
the  accounts  is  more  than  one  fevmth^  however  the 
next  higheft,  which  was  in  1749,  viz,  io6,3i2t5 
is  one  tenth. 

Fourth,  Wheat. 

cjrs. 

Bread        •  ■  35750,000 

Other   purpofes  ■  90,000 

Confumed  at  home        — — .       3,840,000 
Exported  page  114  -—  210,771 

Confumed  and  exported  4,050,771 

Imported  page  126,  dedu6l  — ■ '4,168 

Annual  growth  .  4,046,603 

Of  which  the  annual  Export  is  rather  lefs  than 
$ne  nineteenth  part  j  but  the  higheft  Export,  viz,  in 
1750,   being  947,602:]:  was  more  than  one  fifth. 

As  to  the  remaining  articles  of  Beans,  Peafe, 
Rape-feed,  ^c,  as  mentioned  page  140,  we  fhall 
not  take  any  further  account  of  them,  nor  include 
them  in  the  general  account  of  the  growth^  as  the 
quantities  there  mentioned  are  founded  more  on 
conjecture  than  any  of  the  others  there  notpd, 

Gen^rai. 


•  Page  108.        t  Page  ill, 


144-        -A.  CoIIe£^ion  of  Papers  relative  to  the 

General  accounts  of  CORN  consumjd,  ^c. 

Growth        Confumed        Export         Import 
Barley  4,603,272  -  4'433»»25  -  171,253  -     1,106 
Oats      4,240,947  -  4,252,725  -       3737  -  15,515 
Rye       1,063,652  -  1,030,000  -     36,591   -     2,939 
Wheat  4,046,603  -  3,840,000  -  210,771  -    4,i6g 

i3'95M74 
Seed*  1,395447 


i5'349>92i  -  i3'555'85o  -  422,352!-  23,728^ 

The  Proportions,  which  all  the  Corn  annually 
grown,  confumed,  exported,  and  imported,  bear  to 
each   other  are  as  under. 

'I'he  Export  is  bare  one  one  thirty  fecond  part  of  the 
consumption,  one  thirty  third ^2.xt  of  t\\e  growth 
exclufive  of  the  feed,  one  thirty  fixth  part  of  the 
growth,  Including  the  feed,  and  not  near  07ie 
third  of  the  seed  itfelf,  fuppofmg  it  only  one  tenth 
of  the  GROWTH  :  nor  did  even  the  higheft  year  ever 
known,  the  year  1750,  when  the  amount  of  the  Ex- 
port 

*  The  leed  is  called  one  tenth, 

X  The  total  of  the  Export  being  here  only  422,352, 
and  the  Import  amounting  to  23,728,  whereas  the  firft, 
page  113,  is  487,411,  and  the  laft,  page  125,  li 
only  23,410,  arifes  from  the  Malt  being  reduced  into 
Barley,  and  the  Oatmeal  into  Oats,  which  it  was  not  pro- 
per to  do  in  the  general  accounts,  the  Cuftom-houfe  not 
having  done  it. 
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port  was  1,500,220  qrs.*  furpafs  the  seed  one  twelfth 
part,  and  yet  what  prodigious  benefit  hath  the  Na- 
tion reaped  from  the  Exportation. 

The  Import  hath  been  about  z  Jive  hundred  and 
feventy  firji  ^zxt  of  the  consumption  and  one  eigh- 
teenth of  the  Export,  and  never  equalled  but  a  very 
fmali  part  of  the  growth. 

The  GROWTH,  exclufive  of  the  feed,  which  to 
fave  deducting  we  here  omit,  exceeds  the  confump- 
tion  only  about  one  thirty -fourth,  which  confirms  what 
is  advanced  page  19,  and  fhews  how  much  they  are 
miftaken  who  talk  of  one  year's  growth  ferving  two 
three,  or  four ;  which  is  the  error  of  many  fenfible 
men  and  judicious  writers,  and  this  confirms  what 
is  advanced  in  the  Eflay,  page  22,  and  proves  that  a 
fmall  deficiency  of  Cxo^  far  exceeds  the  Export. 

And  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  what  is  here  fuppo- 
fed  the  annual  furplus  is  not  under-rated,  if  it  be 
granted  that  the  flock  in  hand  at  Michaelmas  1764 
was  equal  to  that  in  1697,  and  that  it  could  not  be 
7nQre  feems  clear,  for  it  was  found  to  be  fo  fmall  that 
the  Parliament  thought  neceiTary  by  a6l  5  G.  3.  c.  31 
to  allow  no  Bounty  on  Export,  or  Duty  on  Import 
of  Wheat  till  2^  Auguji,  1765,  and  alfo  made  fur- 
ther provifion  to  flop  the  Export,  if  found  neceflary, 
neither  of  which  fteps  were  taken  in  1697,  though 
U  Wheac 

qrs, 

*  Barley  ^ ■ 224,500 

Malt  330,754,   deduftone  third         ^^^»S^S 

Oatmeal  4,283  doubled —     —       8,566 

Kye     —    —    .     99,049 

Wheat 947,602 

As  may  be  feen,  page  i  i  i. 
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Wheat  was  then  3I.  a  quarter  at  Ifindfor^  whereas 
in  1764  it  was  only  2I.  6s.  gd.  as  may  be  fecn  in  the 
foregoing  Regifter. 

And  if  we  could  fuppofe  all  the  i,500,220*> 
which  was  exported  in  the  year  1750,  to  have  been 
the  furplus  of  the  year  1749,  the  growth  of  that  y^ar 
did  not  exceed  the  annual  confumption  one  ninth. 

The  whole  view  in  collecting  and  publifhing  thefc 
papers,  and  of  the  obfervations  made  on  them,  is 
only  to  endeavour  to  fet  the  fVate  of  the  Corn-trade, 
and  the  eiFeds  of  our  Corn-laws,  in  a  true  light, 
wherein,  if  we  have  failed,  we  may  at  leaft  hope 
they  will  tend  to  engage  fome  other  more  able  hand 
in  the  attempt,  and  be  of  fome  aiEllance  to  him  ia 
accomplifhing  the  fame. 

•  §ee  page  145. 
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SUPPLEMENT 

Containing 

Several  Papers  and  Calcu- 
lations, 

Which  tend  to  explain  and  con- 
firm what  is  advanced  in  the 
foregoing  Trads. 


NOTE, 

^TpHE  diviiion:  of  this  Supplement  into  Chapters 
•*•    and  Seftions  was  done  in  order   to-  refer  to  it 
from  the  foregoing.  Tra£b. 


SUPPLEMENT. 

CHAPTER     I. 
Of    MAGAZINES. 

SECTION    I. 

Tranpation  of  a  Letter  from  the  Avoyer,    or  chief  Ma* 

gijirate^    at  Berne,     in    Switzerland,     to  , 

relative  to  the  Magazines  for  Corn  and  Wine  there** 

SIR, 
v^  O  U  afk  me  for  an  account  of  the  provifions 
*  both  for  Corn  and  Wine,  which  are  fubfifting 
in  the  Canton  of  Berne^  and  if  it  is  true  that  we  owe 
the  eftablifliment  of  them  to  the  patriotic  zeal  of  a 
citizen  of  this  Republic,  who,  dying  without  chil- 
dren, left  his  riches  for  that  purpofe  :  in  regard  to 
which,  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  you. 
have  been  miftnformed  as  to  the  nature  of  the  foundation 

'f 

*  A  tranflation  of  this  letter  hath  before  been  pab- 
Uihed  ip  the  Mujttm  Jiuftkum,  vol.  ii,  numb.  j^\. 
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of  our  Magazines*',  and  give  me  leave  to  add,  by 
the  v^^ay,  that  it  is  not  in  this  little  Republic,  as  in 
c-reat  States.  At  Berne,  private  men  have  very  flender 
fortunes:  onthe  contrary,  the  State  by  a  courfeof  difm- 
tereftednefs  and  prudent  ceconomy  in  thofe  who  go- 
vern, may  pafs  for  rich,  fmce  the  rights  of  the  royalties 
only,  with  the  rents  of  the  eftates,  or  lordfhips,  of 
which  they  are  poffefled,  both  by  purchafe  and  con- 
queft,  put  it  in  their  power,  and  even  without  raifmg 
any  fort  of  tax  or  excifeon  the  people,  to  lay  up  almoft 
every  yearfome  faving  in  the  treafury :  from  thenceita- 
rifes  that  the  government  is  always  both  willing  and 
able  to  relieve  the  wants  of  its  citizens  and  fubjects, 
and  therefore  fuch  foundations  would,  in  this  coun- 
try, be  works  of  fupererogation. 

The  Magiftrates  of  Berne  even  flatter 
§.  2.  themfelves,  that  it  is  more  honourable 
for  them  to  adminifter  the  revenues  of 
the  Republic  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  none  but  itfelf 
fhould  be  in  a  capacity  to  relieve  the  people,  than 
it  would  be,  if  by  augmenting  the  falaries  of  their 
officers,  which  they  are  well  able  to  do,  they  fhould 
become,  after  the  example  of  many  great  States 
rich  citizens  in  a  poor  Republic.  But  it  is  time  to  fi- 
nifh  this  long  digreffion,  and  to  apply  myfelf  to  fa- 
tisfy,  Sir,  your  curiofity  :  I  will  begin  by  laying  be- 
fore you  the  nature  of  the  Magazines  of  Corn. 


The 


•  The  original  of  the  words  rn  Italic  is,  "  que  Phif- 
«  toire  pretendue  de  cet  honn^te  Citoyen  et  de  la  fonda- 
«'  tion  eft  une  fable  faite  a  plaifir,  dont  il  n'y  a  pts  un 
"  mot  de  vray."^ 
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The  People  of  Berm  have  two  forts, 
§.  3.  one  fubjed  to  great  variations,  the  other 
always  the  fame.  There  are  of  the  iirft 
fort  many  in  the  capital,  and  in  many  other  parts  of 
the  Canton,  which  are  filled,  more  or  lefs,  accord- 
ing as  the  abundance  of  the  harveft,  and  goodnefs 
of  the  grain,  furnifh  an  opportunity;  for,  befides 
the  fixed  revenue  which  the  ftate  hath  in  fee-farm 
rents,  it  hath  a  great  quantity  of  tithes,  which  are 
of  a  very  cafual,  and  very  different  produce:  when 
there  are  feveral  fruitful  years  in  fuccejjlon^  the 
granaries  of  this  fort  in  the  capital  become  full ;  but 
in  other  parts,  if  there  is  an  appearance,  tcv/ards 
Eafter,  of  a  good  harveft,  the  corn  is  fold  which 
is  in  the  caftles  of  the  different  bailiwicks,  after  hav' 
ing  paid  the  feveral  falaries  to  which  they  are  made 
liable;  and  the  Bailiffs,  who  have  a  certain  reve- 
nue made  good  to  them,  account  for  the  furplus  to 
the  chamber  of  ceconomy  at  Berne.  The  Maga- 
zines of  this  capital,  on  the  contrary,  are  never 
opened  and  fold  but  in  dear  times ;  and  then  care  is 
taken  not  to  fell  to  any  family  more  than  is  fuffi- 
cient  for  its  fupply,  and  always  below  the  Market 
price. 

As    to    the    Magazines    of  the   fecond 
§.  4.    fort,  they  are  called  the  Provision,  and 
were  eftablifhed  in    purfuance    of   a   con- 
vention,   called    the    Deffensional,    which    the 
whole  Helvetic  body  hath  entered  into  for  thee  com- 
mon defence  of  Switzerland,  in  cafe    of  an  attack 
from  a  foreign  enemy.     This  treaty,  regulating  the 
number  of  troops  and  artillery  which  each  Canton 
X  ig 
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is  bound  to  furnlfli,  obliges  them  at  the  fame  tlnne, 
to  have  always  ready,  and    in  ftore,    provifion  and 
amunition  in  proportion  to  their  contingent.  There 
are  of   thefe    Magazines    of   Provifion,  as    well  at 
Berne,  as  in  all  the  caftles  where  the  Bailiffs  refide : 
they  are  never  either  diminifhed  or  increafed,  only 
c^re  is  taken  to  keep  them  always  in  good  order, 
and  to  fubftitute   good    Corn  in    the  place  of  that 
which  decays.     A  Bailiff,  who  fhould  mifapply  this 
provifion,    would    be    depofed ;    and    from    time  to 
time  the  deputies  of  Berne,  without  giving  notice  of 
their  intention,  vifit  thefe  Magazines,  and  caufe  the 
Corn  to  be  meafured  over.  Although  there  is  fix  times 
more  Corn  in  thefe  Magazines  than  the  contingent, 
wh'ichBerJte  furnifhes  by  the  deffensional,  requires, 
they  have  never  taken,  in  times  of  peace,  more  than 
one  fourth  part  in  an  exceeding  fcarcity  j  and  they 
have  had  great  care  to  refill  them  without  delay. 

This  is,  Sir,  in  abridgement,  an  ac- 
§.  5.  count  of  the  Magazines  for  the  provifion 
of  Corn  in  the  Canton  of  Berne.  Seve- 
ral fhort  Crops  within  fifteen  years  having  caufeJ 
the  common  people  to  fufFer  by  the  high  price  which 
they  were  obliged  to  give  for  their  Bread,  and  th? 
Corn  which  the  government  caufed  to  be  purchafed 
in  Burgundy  and  Suah'ia,  and  refold  to  a  great  lofs, 
having  given  but  little  relief  to  the  mifery  of  the 
poor,  there  is  at  prefent  a  project  under  confidera- 
tion  at  Berne,  which,  if  it  is  brought  to  pafs, 
will,  in  all  probability,  prevent  the  fubje6ts  of  this 
State  from  paying  very  dear  for  their  Bread  for  the 
time  to  come;  which  is  this:  It  is  propofed  to 
build,  in  thofe  parts  oi  the  Canton  which  are  moff 

fruitful 
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fruitful  in  Corn,  large  Granaries^  and  at  fuch  times 
when  the  abundance  of  the  harveft  fhall  have  caufed 
the  value  of  a  certain  meafure  of  Corn  to  fall  be- 
low a  certain  price,  to  buy  up,  on  account  of  the 
government,  all  that  fhall  be  left  for  fale  in  the  Mar- 
kets, after  private  perfons  have  done  buying,  to  the 
end  that  the  Owner,  or  Farmer,  may  be  always  fure 
of  having  a  certain  price  for  his  Corn,  and  not  be 
under  a  neceflity  of  being  at  the  expence  and  trouble 
of  laying  up  what  he  may  have  left  in  the  Town- 
hall,  or  carrying  it  home  again,  or  elfe  felling  it  at 
too  low  a  price  to  Foreigners  in  the  neighbourhood^ 
of  whom  the  fubjects  of  Berne  are  often  afterwards 
obliged  to  buy  it  again  at  an  exorbitant  rate.  The 
government,  on  the  contrary,  will  fell  their  Corn 
again  to  their  fubjecSls,  as  foon  as  ever  the  price 
fhail  have  rifen  to  a  certain  degree ;  and  by  this  ma- 
nagement they  will  prevent  both  the  too  high,  and 
too  low  price  of  this  commodity,  both  of  which 
are  inconveniences,  in  their  confequences  hurtful 
enough  to  deferve  the  care  of  a  Sovereign  to  prevent, 
who  hath  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  procure, 
as  much  as  can  depend  on  his  care  and  forefight, 
the  happinefs  of  the  people  which  Providence  hath 
fubmitted  to  his  government. 

As    to    Wine.       The    State  of    Berne 

§.  6.     having  a  great  quantity  of  Wine,  as  tithes 

and  quit-rents,  in  the  feveral  vineyards  in 

the  Canton,  had  formerly  a  great  deal  in  ftore,  both 

at  Berne  and  elfewhere,  of  \vhich  they  made  ufe,  in 

ihort  years,  both  to  pay  the  falaries  in  Wine,  which 

are   annexed  to  a  number  of  employments,  and  to 

lupply  the    poor   citizens    therewith  at  a  moderate 

!  X  2  pricej 
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price,  obferving  the  fame  precaution  as  when  they 
fell  Corn  at  a  low  price  ;  but  the  falaries  in  Wine 
have  by  little  and  little  encreafed  to  fuch  a  deo-ree, 
that  at  this  day  there  is  fo  little  left  to  be  laid  up, 
that  after  two  fucceeding  fhort  years,  the  State  finds 
itfelf  under  a  necellity  of  paying  a  great  part  of  the 
falaries  in  Money,  which  were  appointed  to  be  paid 
in  Wine,  in  order  to  keep  it  in  their  power  to  fup- 
ply  the  tradefmen  and  other  poor  citizens  of  Berne 
therewith  at  a  low  rate. 

I  hope.   Sir,   that  I  have  been  fo  fuccefsful  as  to 
fatisfy  your  curiofity  and  have  the  honour  to  be, 
SIR, 

Your  humble  fervant. 

The  foregoing  curious  letter  was  re- 
§.  7.  ceived  feme  years  fmce  by  a  gentleman  of 
rank,  whofe  fuperior  abilities  are  con- 
tinually employed  in  fearching  out  and  communica- 
ting to  the  Public,  fuch  things  as  may  be  ufeful  to 
mankind  ;  particularly  fuch  as  tend  to  the  improve- 
ment and  increafe  of  Agriculture,  and  to  make  Corn 
cheap  ;  and  to  him  we  are  indebted  for  many  of  the  moft 
material  fads  and  papers  contained  in  this  Colledion. 

Not'.vithftanding  the  great  care  of  the 
§.  8.  Tvlagiftrates  of  Berne^  it  appears  by  this 
letter,  that  the  people  in  that  Canton  fuf- 
fcr  oftencr  by  the  dearnefs  of  Bread  than  in  England^ 
which  proves  that  our  Ccrn-lazvs  are  better  than  thofe 
clLublillied  there^  and  that  Magazines  do  not  anfwer 
the  end  of  keeping  Corn  at  a  moderate  price  fo  well 
as  an  Exportation  under  proper  regulations,  which 
moil:  men  think  they  willj  and  feem  juftified  in  (q 

thinkin]^ 
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thinking,  fince  they  have  been  generally  ere£led  by 
moft  politicians. 

In  relation  to  this  fubjecl,  we  have  the 
§.  9»  following  fenfible  converfation  in  a  paper 
called  the  Humaniji^  numb.  3.  dated 
Jpril  9,  1757.  Signior  Guajlaldi^  when  minifter 
here  from  the  Republic  of  Genoa^  being  afked, 
"  Whether  in  his  country  public  granaries  had  not 
"  been  found  of  fervice  ?  replied.  At  Genoa  there 
*'  was  no  doing  without  them,  and  that  the  Stats 
*'  had  always  y^T/^w  years  provision  before  hand^  i 
*'  but,  faid  he,  in  your  IJle.  it  is  quite  different,  for 
''  you  annually  grow  more  than  you  eat ;  and  if  I 
*'  am  not  mifinformed,  it  is  hardly  one  year  in  twen- 
''  ty,  that  the  produce  of  the  earth  is  not  fully  fuf- 
*'  ficient  for  the  inhabitants  of  it.  Therefore,  your 
*'  bufmefs  rather  {hould  be,  to  get  a  market  for  your 
"  fuperfluity  abroad.  Yet,  I  have  been  told,  fo  negli- 
*'  gent  is  the  police  here,  that  at  certain  times,  the 
''  public  have  given  a  Bounty  to  tranfport  the  Corn 
*'  from  the  mouths  of  your  own  people,  who  at 
*'  thofe  very  times  flood  in  great  need  of  it." 

Thus  far  Signior  Guajlaldi^  the  Author 

§.  10.    goes  on,  "  I  am  forry  to  fay  the  remark 

*'  of  this  learned  foreigner  had  too  much 

"  foundation  in  truths  yet,  I  think,  the  injury  he 

'*  complains 

*  Only  one  year's  provision  in  £'/?^/«a«</ would  coft 
very  near  as  much  as  the  amount  of  the  land  tax  at  4s, 
all  cxpences  and  wafte  included,  to  keep  it  in  good  or- 
der. But  our  Corn  is  of  a  fofter  nature  and  more  apt 
to  decay  than  that  of  Genoa,  and  it  may  be  fuppofed, 
$he  Cify  only,  and  no;  the  Stats  is  hers  meant. 
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*«  complains  of  may  be  eafily  redrefied,  by  difal- 
"  lowing  the  Bounty  when  the  Corn  excev-ds  the 
"  mean  rate,  and  when  beyond  fuqh  a  certain  rate^ 
*'  by  a  total  prohibition  of  Exportation*.  And 
then  fays,  "  Satisfied  I  am,  that  the  common 
''  method  of  flacking  Corn  in  the  midlands  of  Eng^ 
*'  landy  which  preferves  it  good  many  years,  will 
*'  fully  anfwer  the  end  oi  public  granaries. 

Tranflation  of  abftra£ts    from   Ami  des 
§.   II.    hommes^     vol.     3.      printed    at  Amjlerdam 
175$,      the    fuppofed   Author    Monfieur 
Mir  ah  can. 

After  fliewing,  page  60,  the  inconveniences  which 
the  regulations  and  reftri6lions  relative  to  the  Corn- 
trade  have  had  in  France^  he  propofes  the  leaving  it 
ihtirely  free  %  ^^^  the  future  j  which,  page  61,  he 
fays,  Mr.  Colbert  did,  except  as  to  great  Cities,  par- 
ticularly thofe  near  the  fea,  which  he  took  care 
fhould  be  provided  with  foreign  Corn.  But  that 
care  appears  to  him  fuperfluous  and  dangerous.  jSw- 
perjiuous  foi"  that  the  induflry  of  the  Merchant  will 
always  prevent  the  necefHty  of  fuch  provifions,  and 
by  that  means  the  charges  and  lofs  of  the  Af.igazines 
will  fall  on  ftrangers,  or  private   perfons,    who  will 

be 

*  See  Confideraiions,  fee.  4, 

X  The  bad  efteds  of  the  coHtrary  conduct  are 
feen,  or  rather  felt,  in  the  Roman  ecclefiaftical  Hate, 
where  there  is  now,  or  very  lately  was,  a  famine,  and 
the  11  ulbaudman  is  fo  far  from  being  frect  that  an  agent 
of  the  Pope's  granaries  fixes  the  prices  of  his  Corn  at  fo 
much  a  biiihel,  which  price  he  cannot  difpute,  nor  has 
he  liberty  to  fell  to  any  other  than  the  faid  agent,  and 
therefore  only  raifes  for  the  fupport  of  his  own  family, 
ioii  FJajs  Of:  IMandrj),  J,ond.  1764,  p.    II 7. 
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be  very  ready  to  fuppojt  them,  and  not  on  the  pub- 
lic^ whofe  affairs  are  never  better  managed  than  when 
they  have  nothing  to  do*.  Dangerous^  in  that  it  is 
beginning  an  infpe6lion  into  matters  where  every 
infpedion  opens  a  door  to  greater  inconveniences, 
page  63.  It  hath  been  propofed,  in  fome  provinces, 
to  ered  Magazines  of  the  King's  Corn,  either  for 
the  ferviceof  the  troops,  or  for  the  convenience  and 
neceflity  of  the  country.  But  what  would  be  the 
confequence  ?  when  it  was  neceflary  to  fill  thofc 
granaries,  the  name  of  authority  would  flop  the 
Corn  every  where,  and  thofe  employed  would  have 
it  at  what  price  they  pleafed. 

When  it  Ihould  become  necefTary  to  empty  the 
Magazines  left  the  Corn  ihould  perifh,  the  fame 
facred  name  would  flop  all  other  fales,  and  ferve  as  a 
veil  to  a  certain  and  unlawful  gain. 

-"  I  have    feen  fuch   men  flarve  a  country,    and 
,"  what   is  more,     wrefl   from  it  both  honour  and 
«  wealth." 

He  goes  on  to  page  74,  in  removing  all  objedions 
which  occur  to  him  againfl  making  the  Corn-trade 
free  ;  and  there,  as  the  fum  total  of  what  he  hath 
faid,  propofes  an  Edict  fomething  like  that  which 
was  pafled  at  Paris  m  1764,  of  which  a  copy  is  giv- 
en in  the  following  chapter. 

In   regard  to  Magazines,    the  ingenious 

§.  i2»  Author    of  the     EJfays  on    Hufbandry,    X 

fays,    page  116,      'M    think  public   gra- 

''  naries   quite  dstrimmtal^     rather  than  ufeful^     in 

a  free 

*  "  Du  public  dont  les  affaires  He  font  jamais  mieux 
'*  adrniniilrees,  que  quand  il  n'en  a  point." 

X  Printed  at  London,  1764,  and  fold  by  Brotherton,  ScQ, 
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*'  a  free  ftate  like  ours.  National  and  even  ^r^- 
<«  vtncial  Magazines  of  Corn  will  naturally  produce 
<«  Monopoly  ;  and  an  undue  fear  of  famine  joined 
"  with  much  anxiety  about  hoarding  up  Grain, 
*'  which  will  put  a  flop  to  Exportation,  is  one  of 
*'  the  fureft  methods,  I  know,  of  bringing  on  a 
*'  dearth."  He  goes  on  and  confirms  what  he  fays 
with  very  fl:rong  and  conclufive  reafons. 


CHAPTER    n. 

Accounts  from  FRENCH  AUTHORS. 

SECTION    I, 

AN    account  what  fome   late  French  Authors 
fay  of   our  Corn- laws,     and   of  fome  late 
Edicts  publifhed   there  in   regard    to   the 
Corn-trade. 

The  Author  of  V Ami  des  hcmmes^  vol.  iii.  p.  53, 
fays,  "  The  Englijh,  to  encourage  the  culture  of 
t'  Corn  In  their  Ifland,  have  made  ufe  of  a  fingular 
«'  method,  which  \v2.t\i  fucceeded^  which  is  to  gratify 
*'  at  the  expence  of  the  State  the  Exporters  of  that 
"  Merchandife. 

"  They  have  methodifed  and  regulated  that  im- 
*'  portant  objefb  of  the  police,  in  proportion  to  the 
"  Market  prices  with  them  of  that  valuable  Mer- 
"  chandife. 

"  This  method  may  have  been  good  for  a  time, 
"  and  may  become  hurtful  in  other  circumflances  ; 

^'  for 
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■*'  for  there  is  no  political  regulation  that  in  all  mi- 
*'  nute  cafes  can  remain  fixed  here  below." 

Abftra£ls  from  a  work,  called,  Les  In^ 

§.  2.  terets  de  la  France  mal  entendus  dans  les 
branches  de  ? Agriculture^  &c.  2  vol.  i2mo. 
at  Amjlerdam^  '^lSl->  fuppofecl  to  be  wrote  by  Mr, 
Boulmnvilliers, 

Vol.  i.  page  93  to  in,  an  account  is  given  at 
length  of  the  method  of  Tillage  purfued  in  the 
County  of  Norfolk^  and  the  benefits  which  have  ac- 
crued therefrom,  which  it  is  faid  the  Bounty  efta^ 
blifhed  in  1689  gave  rife  to,  and  that  the  produce 
of  the  land  hath  in  general  been  augmented  thereby  ; 
the  Author  goes  on, 

*'  In  other  States  private  perfons  pay  the  govern- 
<«  ment  for  the  Exportation  of  Grain  ;  England  ads 
*'  quite  otherwife  and  pays  them. 

^'  All  common  means  made  ufe  of  to  that  time 
"  to  increafe  the  fruits  of  the  earth  had  been  infuf- 
*'  ficient,  or,  at  leafb,  of  little  ufe. 

*'  Before  that  Epocha,  the  Agriculture  oi  Englancl 
**  was  of  little  account  in  Europe, 

"  As  long  as  that  Monarchy  thought 
§.  3.  "  only  of  its  own  fubfiftencc,  it  always 
"  found  itfelf  ihort  of  the  necejfary  j  it 
*'  was  very  often  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  foreign- 
^'  ers  to  make  up  the  deficiency  of  the  growth  of  the 
^'  Nation  :  but  when  it  made  its  Agriculture  an  ob- 
*^  jecl  of  Commerce^  the  cultivation  of  its  land  be- 
*^  came  one  of  the  moft  abundant  in  Europe, 

"  Without  that  ftroke  of  ftate,  the  beft  concert- 
*'  ed  of  all  thofe  which  have  yet  appeared  in  modern 
*'  politics,  England  had  never  fown  but  for  herfelf, 
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"  for  what  would  fhe  have  done  with  the  furplus  of 
''  her  Grain  ? 

,  *'  It  was  the  Bounty  only  which  could  aflure  her 
*'  of  the  fale  in  foreign  Markets  ;  and,  for  that  rea- 
"  fon,  be  the  only  fource  of  the  augmentation  of 
«^  her  harvefts", 

He  then  proceeds  to  anfwer  obje£tions, 
§.  4.     fhews  the  benefits  which  have  arifen  from 

the  Bounty,  and  fays, 
*'  Let  us  combine  all  the  means  which  that  Mo- 
"  narchy  hath  put  in  ufe,  for  an  age  paft,  to  efta- 
"  blifli  its  power ;  and,  we  fhall  find,  that  it  is  to 
"  this  in  particular,  which  fhe  is  indebted  for  her 
''  elevation."  He  then  proceeds  to  page  113,  to 
fhew  the  neceffity  of  giving  a  Bounty  on  the  Export 
of  Corn  in  France,  after  our  example. 

Vol.  ii.  fol.  123.  fpeaking  of  the  AS: 
§.  5.  of  Navigation,  he  fays,  *'  It  fixed  for 
''  ever  in  favour  of  this  Nation  the 
*'  baliance  of  power  at  fea."  The  Author  oi  F  Ami 
dfs  homines  quoted  above,  fpeaking  of  the  fame  A6t, 
confefleth  the  great  confequence  it  hath  been  of 
to  us,  by  the  uneafinefs  it  gives  him.  In  vol.  iii. 
page  259,  he  faith,  "  It  would  be  eafy  to  prove  to 
*'  them,  the  Englijhy  that  their  famous  A6t  of  Na- 
"  vigation  was  a  folly,  even  at  tfie  time  in  which 
"  it  was  propofed  ;  although  the  incidents,  which, 
*'  at  that  time,  turned  the  views  of  foreign  powers 
*'  another  way,  have  caufed  it  to  fucceed  i"  which 
he  explains,  and  adds,  "  If  thofe  powers,  which 
"  were  equally  affected  by  that  injury  done  to  all 
"  Mankind,  had  taken  combined  meafures  againft 

«  that 
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"  that  attempt  on  public  liberty  ;  the  Englijh  would 
"  have  fhamefully  retreated  ;  inftead  of  which  each 
"  power  looked  on  it  as  not  regarding  himfelf,  and 
**  content  to  obtain  the  permiilion  to  carry  to  the 
"  ^een  of  Nations  the  Merchandife  of  its  own 
"  growth,  faw  no  harm  in  that  Ad;  except  the 
"  Dutch^  who  are  great  carriers,  but  grow  little  or  . 
"  nothing."  He  goes  on  to  give  it  fome  more  a- 
bufe,  and  fays,  "  Now,  when  every  Nation 
*'  turns  its  view  to  commerce,  it  could  not  be 
''  paired. 

it  muft  be  confefled  the  laft  quotations 
§.  6.  are  not  diredly  to  the  prefent  purpofe; 
but  if  that  AB.  hath  been  of  fuch  bene- 
fit in  general,  no  Trade  in  particular,  hath  contri* 
buted  more  to  promote  the  ends  thereof  than  that 
of  Corn,  by  the  great  number  of  men  necefTariJy 
engaged  in  the  navigation  of  fhips  and  velTels  em- 
ployed for  the  carriage  thereof^  both  coaftways  and 
to  foreign  parts,  which  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  a  fuffi- 
cient  excufe  for  our  fo  doing,  and  help  to  fhew, 
how  careful  we  ought  to  be  in  difpenfmg  vnth,  or  al- 
tering, not  only  that  Ad,  but  alfo  our  Laws  relative 
to  the  Export  of  Corn. 

Since  the  publifhing  the  works,    from 
§.7.     which  the  above  quotations  and  abftra6ls 
are    taken,     all     poflible     encouragement 
hath  been  given  to  Agriculture  in  France ;  many  o- 
ther  valuable  pieces  have   been   publifhed,    relative 
more  immediately  to  that,  and  to  the  Corn-trade ; 
and  feveral  Declarations  and  Edifts  have  been  pub- 
lished for  the  regulation  of  the  faid  Trade,   both 
Y  2  within 
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within  the  Kingdom  and  in  refpe6l  to  Exportation 
and  Importation  to  and  from  foreign  parts,  all 
which  are  drawn  up  in  a  manner  fo  conformable  to 
the  fentlments  of  the  above  Authors,  as  to  give  rea- 
fon  to  believe  they  were  advifcd  with,  or  at  leaft, 
the  plans  they  have  fketched  out  were  followed,  a« 
far  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  would  bear. 

It  would  be  tireforrie,  and  is  unnecef- 
^.   8.    fary  to  give  tranflations  of   all    thofe  pa- 
pers,   we   fhall,    however,    give  the  titles 
of  fuch  as  could  \ye  obtained,  and  attempt  a  tranfla- 
tion  of  the  Edict  concerning  the  Export  and  Im- 
port, which  more  immediately  concerns  us. 

Titles  of  Edicts  publifhed  in  France  relative  to  the 
Corn- trade. 

FIrfi,  "  A  declaration  of  the  Klng^  giving  per- 
*^  miflion  to  circulate  Corn,  Flour,  and  Pulfe 
•'^  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  Kingdom,  fre« 
"  from  all  duties,  even  thofe  of  Toll. 

Given  at  Verfailles  the  25  May^  ^7^3' 

Second,  "  Order  of  the  King's  Council  of  State^ 
«'  explaining  an  order  ofay  March,  1763,  and  fct- 
**  tling  a  Duty  on  all  Flour  imported." 

Dated  18  September,  1763." 

Third,  <'  Order  of  the  King's  Council  of  State, 
<«  which  direfts  that  the  liberty  given  to  export 
"^'  Flour  in  Calks  fhall  extend  to  every  fort  of 
*'  Flour." 

"  Dated  21  November ^   1763." 

The 
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The  next  is  that  which  relates  to  the  Exportation, 
and  is  as  follows. 

Tranflation  of  the  French  King's  Edict  relative  td 
the  Exportation  of  Corn,  ^c. 

Edict  of  the  KING. 

CoJicernlng  the  liberty  of  the  Exportation  from^ 
and  Importation  of  Grain  into  the  Kingdom, 

Given  at  Compeigne,  in  the  month  of]u\y^  ^7^^* 
Registred  in  Parliament. 

LOUIS,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  France, 
and  Navarre,  to  all  prefent  and  to  come,  Greeting ; 

The  attention  which  we  owe  to  every  thing  that 
may  contribute  to  the  welfare  of  our  Subjects,  hath 
induced  us  to  give  a  favourable  hearing  to  the  peti- 
tions which  have  been  addrelTed  to  us  from  all  parts, 
to  eftablifli  an  entire  Liberty  in  the  Corn-trade,  and 
to  revoke  fuch  Laws  and  Regulations  as  have  been 
heretofore  made  to  reflrain  it  within  too  ftridl  bounds. 
After  having  taken  the  opinion  of  perfons  the  beft 
acquainted  in  the  affair,  and  having  carefully  deli- 
berated in  our  Council.  We  thought  it  neceflary 
to  comply  with  the  folicitations  which  have  been 
made  to  us  for  the  free  Exportation  and  Importa- 
tion of  Corn  and  Meal,  as  proper  to  encourage  and 
increafe  the  cultivation  of  Land,  the  produce  of 
which  is  the  fource  of  the  moft  real  and  certain 
riches  of  a  ftate,  to  maintain  plenty  by  Magazines 
and  the  Importation  of  foreign  Corn,  to  prevent  Corn 
from  being  at  a  price  which  difcourages  the  Grower, 

to 
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to  banifn  Monopoly  by  an  irrevocable  exclufion  of 
all  particular  permifllons,  and  in  the  end,  by  a  free 
and  entire  concurrence  or  competiuon  in  the  Trade, 
to  keep  up  between  different  Nations,  that  commu- 
nication of  exchanging  fuperfluities  for  neceflaries, 
{o  conformable  to  the  order  eftablifhed  by   divine 
providence,  and  to  the   views    of  humanity   vi^hich 
ought  to  animate  all  Sovereigns.  We  are  convinced, 
that  it  is  worthy  of  our  continual  care,  for  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  our  people,  and  of  our  juftice  towards  the 
proprietors  of  Lands  and  the  Farmers,  to  grant  them 
a  liberty   which   they    fo  earneflly  defirc :    and  wc 
have,  moreover,  thought  it  neceflary  to  fecure,  by 
a  folemn  and    perpetual    Law,  the  Merchants  and 
Traders  from   all   fear  of  the  return  of  prohibitive 
Laws  J  but  to  remove  the  fears  of  thofe  who  are  not 
as  yet  fully  convinced  of  the  advantage  which  the 
liberty  of  fuch  a  commerce  muft  produce.     It  feemed 
to  us  neceflary  to  fix  a  price  of  Corn,  above  which, 
all   Exportation  out  of  the  Kingdom  fiiould  be  pro- 
hibited, when  Wheat  fliall  have  rifen  to  that  price. 
And  as  we  ought  not  to  neglect  any  occafion  to  ex- 
cite induftry,  v/e  have  refolved  to  encourage  at  the 
fame    time   the   French   navigation,    by  fecuring    to 
French  veffels  and  feamen,  exclufively  of  all  others, 
the  carriage  of  Corn  to  be  exported.     For  these 
CAUSES,  and  others  moving  us  hereto,  with  the  ad- 
vice of  our  Council,  and  of  our  certain  knowledge, 
full  power  and  royal  authority,  we  have  by  this  pre- 
fent,  perpetual,  and  irrevocable  Edi6i,  ordered,  de- 
creed, and   ordained,  ordering,   decreeing,  and    or- 
daining, willing,  and  it  ii  our  pleafure,  as  follows  : 

Our 
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I. 

Our  Declaration  of  the  25  Alay^  ^7^3^  concern- 
ing the  free  tranfportation  of  Corn  within  our  King- 
dom with  permiffion  to  eftablilh  Magazines,  toge- 
ther with  the  Letters  patents,  explaining  the  fame 
©f  the  5  March  laft,  {hall  be  executed  according  to 
their  form  and  tenoi'  j  confequently,  it  is  our  plea- 
fure,  that  the  faid  interior  circulation,  Jhall  not  be  in 
atiy  wife  objiru^fed, 

u. 

Alfo-y  we  per?nit  all  our  Subjects  of  whatever  qua- 
lity and  condition  they  may  be,  even  the  Nobility 
and  priviledged  perfons,  to  trade  in  every  fpecies  of 
Corn,  Seeds,  Grain,  Pulfe,  and  Meal,  whether  it 
be  with  natives  or  foreigners,  and  to  form,  for  that 
end,  fuch  Magazines  as  they  fhall  think  proper, 
without  being  liable  to  be  fearched,  difturbed  or 
bound  by  any  formalities  other  than  tb^fe  mentioned 
by  this  prefent  Edid,  nor  fhall  the  faid  Nobility 
and  priviledged  perfons  be  fubjedt  to  any  impoHtioru 
by  reafon  of  fuch  Trade  orily, 

III. 
It  is  our  pleafure,  to  that  end,  that  the  Exporta- 
tion, to  foreigners,  of  all  Corn,  Seeds,  Grain, 
Pulfe,  and  Meal,  Ihali  be  entirely  free,  both  by 
land  and  by  fea,  with  the  exceptions  and  limitations 
only  laid  down  by  the  following  articles.  We  ftrid- 
Jy  prohibit  and  forbid  all  our  officers  and  thofe  of 
Lords  to  oppofe  or  hinder  fuch  Importation  in  any 
\yife,  in  any  cafe,  or  under  any  pretence  whatfoe- 
ver. 

The 
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IV. 

The  Export  of  Wheat,  Rye,  Maflln,  and  Meal 
fliall  not  be  permitted,  when  by  fea,  as  to  the  pre- 
fcnt,  untill  it  (hall  be,  by  us,  otherwife  ordered,  ex- 
cept from  the  ports  of  Calais,  St.  Valory^  Duyikirk-i 
Fecamp,  Dieppe,  le  Havre,  Rcuetiy  Honfieur,  Cher'-' 
bourg,  Caen,  Granville,  Morlaife,  St.  Malo,  Breji, 
Port  Louis,  Nantes,  Vannes,  la  Rochelle,  Bourdeaux^ 
Blaye,  Li  bourne,  Bayonne,  Cette,  Vendres,  Mar^ 
feilles,  and  Toulon,  and  the  Exportation  may  not  be 
carried  on  but  on  Freach  vefTels,  of  which,  the  Cap- 
tain and  two  thirds  of  the  marmers  at  ieaft  fhall  be 
French,   under  pain  of  confifcation. 

V. 

Being  defirous  to  provide^  by  the  introdu£lion  of 
foreign  Corn  into  our  Kingdom,  fo  that  Corn  may 
not  rife  to  a  price  burthenfome  to  our  people,  we 
permit  all  our  fubjefts  and  all  foreigners  to  bring 
freely  into  our  Kingdom,  on  all  kinds  of  VefTels 
without  diftinciion,  all  Corn,  Seeds,  Grain,  Meal, 
andPulfe,  coming  from  abroad,  paying  the  duties 
impofed  by  this  prefent  Edi6t. 

VI. 

In  cafe,  neverthelefs,  when,  contrary  to 
our  expedtation,  and  notwithftanding  the  reafon-- 
able  hopes  which  the  free  Importation  of  fuch 
foreign  Grain  gives;  the  price  of  Wheat  fliaJl 
be  rifen  to  twelve  livres  ten  fous  the  quintal*  and 
upwards,  in  any  one  of  the  ports  or  places  fituated 

on 

*  About  48s.  the  quarter,  London  meafure. 
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6n  the  frontier  of  our  Kingdom,  and  that  the  faid 
price  fhall  be  kept  up  in  the  fame  place,  for  three 
following  market  days  :  It  is  our  pleafure  that  the 
liberty  granted  by  the  foregoing  Articles  fhall  re- 
main fufpended  in  fuch  place,  abfolutely,  and  with- 
out there  being  need  of  any  new  regulation.  We 
therefore  prohibit,  and  mofl  exprefly  forbid,  in  the 
faid  cafe,  all  our  fubje6ls  to  export*^  or  caufe  any 
Grain  to  be  exported,  from  the  faid  place,  untlU  that, 
upon  the  reprefentations  of  the  officers  of  the  faid 
place,  which  are  to  be  addrefled  to  the  Controller 
General  of  our  Finances,  the  opening  of  the  faid 
place  hath  been  ordered  in  our  Council,  to  the  end, 
to  re-eftablifh  there,  a  general  and  indefinite  liberty 
for  the  Import  and  Export  of  Grain,  without 
which,  no  particular  permiflions  in  this  refpeft  fhall 
or  may  be  given  in  any  cafe  by  our  Governors,  Com- 
mandants, CommilTaries  in  their  departments,  or 
other  our  officers. 

VII. 
Wheat  fhall  be  fubje£t,  on  the  Importation  into 
the  Kingdom,  to  a  duty  of  one  per  cent,  and  Rye, 
other  Corn,  Seeds,  Grain,  Flour,  and  Pulfe,  to 
a  duty  of  three  per  cent.  It  is  our  pleafure,  never- 
thelefs,  that  the  faid  Grains  fhall  not  pay,  on  the 
Exportation  from  our  Kingdom,  only  a  duty  of 
one  half  per  cent,  for  which  purpofe,  thofe  who 
would  import  or  export  thefe  commodities  fhall 
be  obliged,  under  fuch  penalties  as  fhall  be  fixed,  to 
make  at  the  Cuftom-houfes,  eflablifhed  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  our  Kingdom,  for  the  receipts  of  our  dues, 
Z  declarations, 

*  Export  or  is  not  in  the  original. 
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declarations,    conformable  to  the  regulations  of  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  faid  commodities* 

VIII. 
We  permit  all  foreigners  or  natives  to  import  all 
kinds  of  Grain  into  our  Kingdom,  and  there  to  lay 
them  up,  that  is  to  fay,  Wheat  for  a  year,  and  o-^ 
ther  Corns,  Seeds,  Grain,  Meal  or  Flour,  andPulfe 
for  fix  months  only  ;  during  which  times,  they  may 
export  them  freely  to  foreigners,  either  whole  or  in 
Meal,  on  all  forts  of  veflels  without  diftindion, 
without  paying  any  duty  ;  and  they  fhall  not  be  lia- 
ble to  pay  the  duties  impofed  by  the  preceeding^  ar- 
ticle, only  in  the  cafe  where  the  faid  commodities 
are  brought  in  for  the  confumption  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  our  Kingdom,  or  after  the  expiration 
of  the  time  allowed  for  laying  them   up. 

IX. 

We  repeal  all  Edids^  Declarations,  and  Regula- 
tions contrary  hereto,  neverthelefs,  without  making 
any  innovation,  as  to  the  prefent,  in  the  rules  of  the 
police  hitherto  obferved,  for  victualling  our  good 
City  of  Paris,  which  fhall  continue  to  be  obferved, 
as  heretofore,  untlU  it  hath  by  us  been  orherwife  or- 
dered. Moreover,  we  command  our  well  beloved 
and  trufty  Counfellors^,  holding  our  Court  of  the 
Parliament  of  Paris,  that  they  caufe  our  prefent  E- 
di(?t  to  be  read,  publifhed,  and  reglftred,  and  the 
contents  hereof  to  keep,  obferve,  and  execute  accord* 
ing  to  its  form  and  tenor,  every  thing  to  the  contrary 
notwithftanding.     We    will  that  to  copies  of  thii 

prefent 

f  Ccnfeillen  ks  Gens, 
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prefent  Ed  1(51,  collated  by  one  of  our  well  beloved 
and  faithful  Counfellors-fecretaries,  credit  be  given 
as  to  the  original,  for  such  is  our  pleasure: 
And  to  the  end,  that  this  be  a  matter  firm  and  ftable 
for  ever,  we  have  caufed  our  feal  to  be  fixed  hereto. 
Given  at  Compeigne^  in  the  month  of  July^  in  thq 
year  of  grace  1764,  and  of  our  reign  the  forty*, 
ninth. 

Signed  Louis,  and  lower  down  p^r  le  Roi,  ftgned 
Phelipeaux,  examined  Louis,  examined  in  coun- 
cil, De  VAverdy^  and  fealcd  with  the  great  feal  of 
green  wax,  in  ftrings  of  redand  green  filk. 

Regiflred^  &c.  in  due  form  at  Parisy  in  Parlia" 
menu  all  the  Chambers  ajjembled,  K^July^  1764. 

Signed  Dufranc. 

Since  the  foregoing  Edi61:,  Letters  patents  of  the 
King  which  fix  the  duties  on  the  Export  and  Im-. 
port  of  Grain,  and  permit  the  circulation  and  Ex- 
port of  every  kind  of  Grain  paying  the  duties  there- 
in  mentioned,  were  publifhed  at  Fontainehleau^  Nov, 

1,   1764- 

Thefe  are  explanatory  and  in  amendment  of  tha 
Edi6t  of  Julyy  1764,  and  extend  it  to  Z/w/W,  Rape- 
feed.  Turnip-feed^  Cole-feedy  and  others  the  like'^^  fit  to 
make  oil. 

If  any  thing  hath  been  done  fince  the  laft  it  hath 
not  come  to  hand. 

Z  %  During 

*  Lin,  Rabette,  Navette,  Colfat  et  autres  fembla-* 
bles. 
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During  the  year  1764,  the  propriety 
§.  to.  of  the  foregoing  Laws  have  been  fully, 
freely,  calmly,  and  farely  debated  in 
print,  in  feveral  pamphlets,  &€.  in  France,  fome  of 
which  we  have  been  favoured  with,  and  fubjoin  the 
original  titles,  that  thofe  who  think  proper  may 
procure  them,  and  they  will  find  in  them  a  clear  ac- 
count of  the  nature  of  our  Corn-laws  with  very 
little  miftake,  the  chief  or  moft  material  is  in  rela- 
tion to  opening  the  ports,  they  know  it  is  done  by 
the  price  in  the  Markets  advancing  to  a  certain  va- 
lue ;  but  are  not  acquainted  that  it  is  afcertained  at, 
and  certified  from,  the  Quarter- feflions,  and  that 
when  once  the  port  is  open,  it  is  to  remain  fo  for  a 
fixed  time';  but  imagine,  that  if  the  Markets  fhoj/Id 
fall  ever  fo  foon,  or  even  after  a.Jhip  is  in  the  port,  the 
high  duties  muft  be  paid.  Their  Merchants  muft 
be  better  informed,  at  leaft  thofe  of  any  confe- 
quence,  and  yet  it  is  very  poiTible  a  miftake  of  this 
kind  may  at  fometimes  have  prevented  fome  Imports. 

Titles  of  French  pamphlets. 

Numb.  I.  Contains  upwards  of  150 pa- 
§.   II.     ges,  oftavo. 

"  De  TExportation  &  de  Tlmporta- 
*'  tlon  des  Grains.  Memoire  lu  a  la  Societe  Royale 
*'  d'Agriculture  de  SoifTons,  par  M.  Diipotit^  V\iii 
"  des  AfTocies,    1764. 

"  Lettre  contre  la  liberte  de  I'Exportation. 
"  Reponfe  a  la  lettre  contre  la  liberte,  i^c, 
"  Reflexions  pour  fervir  de  feconde  reponfe. 

Numb, 
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Numb.  2.  "  Reflexions  fur  la  police  des  Grains 
'^  en  France  et  en  Angleterre,  Mars.  1764." 

From  the  firft  of  thefe  we  (hall  give  only 
§.  12,  one  extra6l;  at  page  146,  the  Author  hav- 
ing before  recited  many  objedions  to  the 
fchcme  there  propofed,  adds,  "  when  it  was  under 
^'  confideration  in  England  to  reftore  Agriculture 
*'  from  its  periftiing  ftate  by  a  grand  operation,  the 
*'  fame  reafonings  ftood  in  the  way  there,  and  were 
"  then  made  ufe  of,  and  even  ftronger,  for  at  that  time 
"  we  fupported  Spain  entirely,  and  we  fupported  Eng^ 
"  land  m^-e  frequently  than  Jhe  comes  at  this  day  to  our 
'^  affijiance* ',  we  had,  notwithftanding  all  this,  at 
*'  that  time,  ftill  more  lands  capable  of  cultivation, 
*'  fo  that  the  boldnefs  of  our  neighbours  was  fo 
•'  much  the  greater.  Let  us  compare  the  prefent 
'•  ftate  of  our  cultivation  and  of  theirs,  and  we  Jhall 
*'  find  the  folution'' 

The  words  for  the  Italics  are  voila  la  folution-,  and 
the  Author  explains  himfelf  no  further,  but  leaves 
us  to  guefs  at  his  meaning ;  which  feem.s  to  be  pre- 
cifely  this,  if  England  dared  to  attempt  a  revival  of 

her 

*  This  is  confirmed  by  Honvel,  fee  note,  page  6'8,  to 
be  the  cafe  in  1621,  and  in  Sam.  Hartlib^s  legacy  of 
HusbatiCiry,3  Ed.  Land.  165^,  page  93,  are  the  follow- 
ing ftrong  expreflions,  **  Although  the  Husbandman 
**  hath  been  laborious  and  diligent  in  his  calling  the/e  laji 
**  years^  yet  our  Crops  have  been  thin  ;  his  cattle  fwept 
•*  away,  and  Jca>c'ty  2indfamin  haih  feized  on  a/l  parts 
**  of  this  Land  ;  and  if  we  had  npt  been  fuppiied  from 
**  abroad^  we  had  quite  devoured  all  the  creatures  of 
*'  this  Ifland  for  our  fuftenance,  and  yet  we  could  net 
*'  be  fatisfied,  but  muft  have  devoured  one  another." 
This  appears  to  have  been  wrote  in  Aug,  165 1. 
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her  Agriculture  when  ours  was  in  fuch  a  flourifhing 
Hate,  and  fo  much  exceeded  theirs,  that  we  fup- 
ported  Spain  entirely,  affifted  them  oftener  than  they 
now  do  us,  and  ftill  had  more  lands  capable  of  cul- 
tivation ;  and  notwithftanding  all  this,  fucceeded  in 
the  attempt.  Surely  Fr-ance^  whofe  prefent  flate  of 
Agriculture  will  not  be  found  on  the  comparifon,  fo 
deplorable  as  that  of  the  EngUJh  then  was,  need  not 
fear  to  fucceed  in  attempting  its  reftoration. 

Our  extrads  from  the  Reflections  on  the  police 
of  Corn  in  France  and  England  will  be  fomewhat 
longer. 

Page  9,  "  England  heretofore  languifh^ 
§.  13.  "  ed  in  the  bonds  of  an  abfolute  prohi- 
"  bition*,  it  felt  the  fame  efFeds  as  we 
"  feel  at  this  day,  a  difregard  of  Ullage,  a  reduc- 
"  tion  of  the  price  of  labour,  and  poverty  was  the 
''  lot  of  all  who  had  no  other  patrimony  befides 
"  health  and  the  labour  of  their  hands.  A  writing 
"  publifhed  in  1621,  by  Sir  Thojuas  Culpeper^  in- 
*'  forms  us,  that,  at  that  time,  the  French  with  their 
*'  Corn,  and  the  Dutch  with  that  of  Poland^  fup- 
"  plied  the  EngUJh  Markets,  and  that  the  national 
'*  Corn  was  continually  below  its  true  value,  at  pre- 
"  fent^  fays  Culpeper,  whiljl  Corn  and  the  other  Mer.- 
"  chandifes  which  the  earth  produces  are  at  a  low  price j, 
^'  the  fpade  and  the  plow  are  for  fa  ken.  The  poor  find 
"  little  imployment  and  wages  are  extremely  low.  If  the 
prcpy  ietors  of  Lands  could  find  their  account  in  mending 
theniy  there  would  foon  be  many  more  people  employed 


*  It  was  fo  in  effe^,  though  cot  in  fadl,  fee  lift  of 
ilatutes,  page  44, 


(C 
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in  their  cultivation  than  there  now  are ;  and  wages 
*'  would  be  better.     Every  man  blejl  with  health   and 
Jirength  would  not  be  poor  except  through  extreme   lazi' 


*''ne 


''  The  afcendant  which  prejudice  had 
§.  14.  "  on  the  multitude,  and  the  weak  and  flow 
"  impre/Tion,  which  more  folid  and  clear 
*'  principles  made  on  prepcfleffion^  did  not  permit 
*'  the  Englijh  to  diftinguifh  readily  the  caufes  of 
*'  their  poverty,  and  it  was  not  till  1660  that  our  fuc- 
*'  cefs  and  their  loffes  :|:  opened  their  Eyes,  ^tf." 

He  goes  on  to  page  13,  in  giving  an  account  of 
the  progrefs  of  the  alterations  made  in  the  Englijh 
Corn-laws,  and  there  fays,  '^  This  is  an  account  of 
*'  the  origine,  progi-efs,  and  prefent  ftate  of  the  Englijh 
"  policy  in  relation  to  the  Corn-trade.  It  was  ef-* 
*'  tablifhed  in  paflling  through  all  the  degrees  of  ex- 
*'  perience  neceflary  to  form,  with  a  knowledge  of 
"  the  principles,  a  permanent  plan." 

Neverthelefs,  he  fays  page  iy,  "  Our  policy  is 
**  ftill  imperfect  and  hath  plain  inconveniences 
*'  which  cannot  be  removed,  as  long  as  the  Bounty 
"  fubfifts." 

And  page  24,  "  by  reafon  of  prohibiting  the 
*'  Importation,  by  exceflive  duties,  England  hath 
"  been  under  a  neceffity  to  fufpend  fometimes  that 
*'  free  commerce  therein  to  which  the  Englijh  are 
*'  indebted    for    the    fuperiority    of  their    Tillage, 

"  and 

*  Not  being  able  to  meet  with  Culpeperh  book,  the  a- 
bove  is  tranflated  back  from  the  French. 

X  What  lofles  he  refers  to  doth  not  appear,  the  Export- 
price  was  carried  up  to  40s.  in  1660. 
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*'  and  confequently,/^r  the  value  of  landed  eftates  with 
"  them.Y' 

It  may  plainly  be  collected  from  this 
§.  15.  pamphlet,  which  feenis  to  be  the  work 
6f,  or  at  leaft  wrote  under  the  direction 
of  the  Author  of  L'  Jmi  des  hommes,  that  the  writer 
forefees,  if  by  the  continuation  of  the  Bounty  we 
go  on  to  encourage  the  Export,  and  by  the  high 
duties  prevent  the  free  Importation  of  Corn,  the 
fuccefs  of  the  late  alterations  in  their  Corn-laws, 
as  far  as  they  regard  Exportation,  will  be  more 
materially  obftru6ted  thereby,  than  by  any  op- 
pofition  which  can  be  made  to  them  at  home  ;  and 
there  can  be  no  foundation  of  hope  to  fee  the 
time  return,  when  the  Corn  of  Frajue  fhall  again 
fupply  the  Englijh  Markets,  and  fpoil  the  fales  of 
that  grown  at  home. 

Page  35,  i^c.  it  is  proved  that  the 
§.  16.  fcarcity  in  France  in  1740,  was  only  ima- 
ginary, and  arofe  folely  from  the  reftric- 
tions  on  the  Corn-trade,  the  circulating  thereof  be- 
ing then  unlawful,  which  prevented  the  Merchants 
from  fpeculating  in  Corn  ;  and  by  that  means  the 
whole  flock  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Farmer,  who 
on  its  growing  dearer,  left  ofF felling  and  withheld 
it  in  hopes  of  a  flill  higher  price,  "  An  evil  vv^hich, 
«*  as  he  fays,  is  inevitable  in  all  places,  where  thofe 
"  who  are  pofTeired  of  the  Corn  have  nothing  to 
*'  fear  from  the  competition  of  Merchants  from  a- 

broad, 

f  The  exprefllon  is  Us  forces  du  fonds  national. 
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"  broad,  [or  others.] — Mr.  Orryy  he  fays,  imported 
*'  the  value  of  Thirteen  Millions  *,  but  there  was 
*«  none  of  it  fold,  and  that  Corn  perifhed,  becaufe 
*'  on  the  arrival  of  that  fuccour,  how  moderate  fo- 
*'  ever  it  was  for  a  great  Kingdom  fj  where  they 
*«  talked  of  want,  the  fear  of  lofs  determined  all  to 
"  open  their  Granaries." 

Have  we  not,  more  than  once,  found 
§.  17.  the  like  effe(Sts  from  a  fmall  Importation  f 
Hath  not  every  Importation,  even  at  its 
beginning,  fuch  an  effect  as  to  prevent  Corn  grow- 
ing dearer  ?  And,  do  not  thefe  obfervations  fliew  the 
neceflity  of  fixing  a  price  at  which  Corn  (hould  be 
permitted  to  be  imported  duty  free  ?  Why  (hould  i\ot 
Wheat,  for  inftance,  be  imported  duty  free,  when 
the  price  thereof  is  returned  to  and  certified  from 
the  Quarter-feHions  to  be  fifty  {hillings,  and  other 
Grain  in  proportion  ? 

We  muft,  however,  take  care  not  to  fix  the  price 
too  low,  left  we  encourage  foreign  Agriculture  to 
the  detriment  of  our  own. 


A  a  CHAPTER 


*  Between  250,000  and  300,000  Englijh  quarters. 
f  Which  is  fuppofed  to  confume  more  than  fifteen 
MILLIONS  of  London  quarters  annually  in  Bread. 
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CHAPTER    III. 

Of  the  Number  of  the  PEOPLE* 

SECTION    I. 

t?  XT R ACT  from  a  pamphlet  in  i2mo,  pub- 
lifhed  at  London^  by  Carew  Reynel^  Efq.  1674, 
intituled,  The  true  EngUflj  Intereft,  page  59,  of 
Marriage  and  Populacy.  "  Our  people  were  con- 
*'  fumed  mightily  in  thefe  late  years,  fome  three 
"  hundred  thoufand  were  killed  in  the  late  Civil 
*^  IVars ;  and  about  two  hundred  thoufand  mdre 
*'  have  been  wafted  in  re-peopling  Ireland^  and 
"  two  hundred  thoufand  loft  in  the  gvQdit  ftckuefs^  and 
*'  as  many  more  gone  to  the  Plaiitations." 

All  thefe  together  make  900,000,  and  perhaps 
the  numbers  are  not  greatly  exaggerated.  Rapin^ 
vol.  ii.  foil  224,  fays,  40,000  were  loft  in  the  ci- 
vil wars  ;  but  that  he  hath  not  given  the  whole  num- 
ber :  the  account  of  re-peopling  Ireland  feems  pro- 
bable, for,  according  to  Rapin^  vol.  2.  fol.  386, 
upwards  of  300,000  were  mafiacred  there  in  1643, 
befides  what  were  afterwards  killed  in  v/ar.  Near 
feventy  thoufand  died  of  the  ficknefs  in  the  Bills 
only,  and  the  numbers  that  for  miuiy  years  continu- 
ally withdrew  to  the  plantations  were  very  great. 
And  fuppofmg  thefe  accounts  to  be  true,  more  than 
%fic  eighth  of  the  people  were  loft  by  thofe  means ;  net 
that  it  can  be  fuppofed  the  number  was  leftened  by 
ine  f'i^btby  thefe  loffes  wcr§  mciny  years  coming  a- 

bo;it 
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bout,  and  were  at  the  fame  time  continually  making 
good. 

We  have  fmce  1674,  had  four  wars,  in  which 
many  lives  were  loft ;  but  we  have  had  no  very  con-^ 
fiderable  emigrations  of  our  people,  and  by  the  re- 
vocation of  the  Edidl  of  Nants  in  1685  and  othey 
means  have  gained  a  very  confiderable  number. 

There  have  been    fmce    1685   four  fe-r 

§.  2.     veral    accounts    taken  of  the   number  of 
houfes  in  England  and  }Vales, 

The  firft  from  the  Hearth  tax,  publifhed  in  1694 
by  John  Houghton^  F.  R.  S.  and  reprinted  in  1727, 
by  Richard  Bradley^  F.  R.  S.  in  a  collection  pf  pa^ 
pers,  called  Husbandry  and  Trade  improved^  which 
makes  the  number  IJ175595I5  there  are  reafons  to 
think  this  was  the  work  of  Dr.  Halley,  and  this  ac- 
count is  copied  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  England. 

The  fecond,  which  is  publiflied  in  the  Philofophi-r 
cal  tran factions,  vol.  xlix.  fol,  268.  by  Dr.  Bracken- 
ridge^  who  fays,  the  Houfes,  about  the  year  1 7 10, 
he  finds  from  a  public  office,  which  had  caufed  zn, 
account  to  be  taken  of  them  in  order  tp  lay  a  tax, 
were  729,048,  and  the  cottages  which  were  omitted, 
he  fuppofes  one  fourth  more,  in  all  911,310. 

The  third,  not  publifhed,  was  in  the  year  1755, 
but  contained  only  the  total  number  of  Houfes  in 
j^ngland  and  TVqles  charged  with  the  duty,  whicji  vvas 
692,389. 

Thefourth,  which  alfo  was  not  publifhed,  was  in  the 
year  1758,  and  contains  an  account  of  the  total  num- 
ber of  Houfes  in  England  and  TValesy  charged  and  not 
ichargedj-inhabi^ed  and  uninhabited,  the  whple  number 
A  a  2;  pf 
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of  which  is  986,482,  of  which  there  were  Cottages 
282,429,  and  there  were  uninhabited  24,904. 

This  laft  muft  be  fuppofed  the  moft  exa6l  account 
ever  taken,  and  by  its  agreement  with  1710  and 
1758,  we  may  conclude  that  the  number  hath  in  ge- 
neral continued  much  the  fame  j  as  to  that  publifhed 
in  1692  it  appears  to  have  been  only  a  calculation 
made  from  the  produce  of  the  Hearth-tax  ;  and  the 
number  of  Houfes  fet  down,  by  fuppofing  a  cer- 
tain number  of  Hearths,  about  three  to  each  Houfe 
for  the  whole  tax  is  faid  to  have  produced  256,000/.  % 
per  annuni,  which  at  2s.  per  Hearth,  allowing  three 
to  each  houfe,  will  make  the  v/hole  number  amount 
to  853,333,  the  remaining  number  of  322,618  be- 
ing little  more  than  one  fourth  of  the  whole,  may- 
be fuppofed  to  have  been  added  for  Houfes  of  and  under 
20s.  a  year,  that  were  not  chargeable. 

And  that  this  is  not  mere  conjedure,  appears  in 
that  the  number  of  Houfes  in  the  Counties  of  Tork^ 
Middle fex^  including  London^  Kent,  EJJ'ex,  Surry, 
and  SuJJex  m  the  account  of  1758  is  only  T.'jx^^i'j'jy 
whereas  in  that  of  1692  it  is  336,103,  that  is  more  by 
56,826  at  that  time  than  now  *  j  and  it  will  be  diffi- 
cult 


X   Rapin,  vol.  2.  fol. 

630. 

*  Ni 

umbers  of  H( 

3ufes. 

1692 

1758 

Torkfhire 
MiMefex 

106,151 
100,136 

96,21?; 

with  Lo7idon 

, 



Ditto  and  South^wark 



— 

89,736 

Kent 





39,242 

— 

35*483 

Effex 

1 



34>8'9 

— 

26,769 

Surry 



34,218 

^^ 

H»72i 

Sujex 

Totals 

2»»S37 

— 

16,356 

356,103 

__ 

279*377 

Dedua 

279*277 

Difference 

56,826 

'  Or   THE    NUMBER   OF    THE  PlOPLfi.  I^i 

cult  to  prove  that  the  number  of  Houfes  is  leffened  in 
thofe  Counties  fmce  1692. 

This  difference  muft  therefore  arife  from  the  rate 
of  Hearths,  whatever  it  was,  being  too  low,  and 
confequently,  calculating  from  the  amount  of  th« 
tax  in  each  place  made  the  number  of  Houfes  too 
great. 

By  the  account  of  1758,  704,053  Houfes  were 
charged;  by  the  account  of  1755  only  692,389 ; 
now  between  thofe  two  years  the  A61  of  31  G.  2. 
c.  22.  pafled  which  charged  a  greater  number  than 
the  former  Ads,  fo  that  thefe  accounts  agree  very 
well  with  each  other,  and  with  that  of  17 10,. 
which  fuppofeth  729,048  the  number  proper  to  be 
taxed  at  that  time  ;  and  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  but 
thofe  fent  to  number  them  raifed  the  account  as  high 
aspoflible;  upon  the  whole,  there  feems  reafon  to 
think,  that  for  this  Century  paft,the  number  of  Houfes 
hath  been  near  one  million,  and  fix  to  each  dwelling 
is  not  over- rating  the  people  ;  which  agrees  with 
Dr.  Brackenridge ;  as  may  be  ittn  Philofophical 
tranfadlions,  vol.  xlix.  page  279,  and  he  cal- 
culates the  annual  increafe  at  18,000,  which,  he 
fays,  \%  fmall  but  without  the  increafe  of  foreigners 
vjouldbe  very  inco7iftd€rahk  if  any  thing  atalL 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

Or    THE    SORTS    OF    BREAD,      and    what    NUM-' 
BER    OF    THE   PEOPLE    EAT    OF    EACH. 

T  T  is  certain  that  Bread  made  of  Wheat  is  be- 
come much  more  generally  the  food  of  the  com- 
mon people  fince  1689  than  it  was  before  that  time, 
but  it  is  ftill  very  far  from  being  the  food  of  the  peo-  > 
pie  in  general ;  and  fome,  who  have  confidered  this 
matter  with  great  attsntion,  and  are  better  informed 
in  regard  thereto  tha{i  moil  enquirers  generally  be, 
were  inclined  to  think  that  in  the  year  1 764,  one 
half  of  the  people  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  feed  on 
luch  Bread. 

In  order  therefore  to  get  at  all  poffible  certainty  in 
this  matter  no  pains  have  been  fpared,  and  from  a 
confideration  of  the  feveral  forts  of  Grain  with 
which,  the  London  Market  is  fupplied  from,  and 
fends  to  the  diftant  parts  of  the  Kingdom,  _after 
many  enquiries  made  of,  and  converfations  held 
with,  many  who  travel  into,  and  have  lived,  or 
live  in  feveral  of  the  diftant  Counties;  particularly 
the  labouring  people,  who  are  beft  acquainted  with 
the  Bread  they  eat,  and  calculating  the  number  of 
mouths  from  the  number  of  Houfes,  there  is  rea-, 
fon  to  think  that  more  than  half  the  people  do  live 
on  fuch  Bread. 

'This  work  would  be  too  tedious  to  infert,  but  an 
abftra6t  follows  i    i^  which,    though  there  may   be 

fpmc 


Of  the  sorts  of  BREAD,  ^'c.        iSj 

fome  fmall  dilFerence  as  to  the  number  of  Houfes 
as  a  full  copy  was  not  permitted,  but  only  the  total 
number  and  fome  extradts  *,  yet  the  whole  number 
agrees  with  the  account  of  1758,  and,  if  any  thing, 
the  number  who  eat  Wheat  is  fet  rather  too  low. 

The  Kingdom,  with  IVales,  is  divided  into  fix 
parts  taking  thofe  Counties  which  lie  mod  contigu- 
ous as  may  be  feen  in  the  Map. 

Part  the  firft  contains, 

t  Lindon    with  Middle-       8  Buckingham^ 

fex  and  Southwar'ky  9  Hertford^ 

il  EJfeXy  IQ  Bedfordy 

3  Kenty  II  Cambridge^ 

4  Surry y  12  Huntingdon^ 

5  Sujfexy  13  Suffolky 

6  Hants y  14  NorfolL 

7  Berkjhircy 


Part  the  fecond  containsj 

15  WiltSy  18  Devony 

16  So7nerfety  19  CornwalL 
1  7  Dor  Jet  y 

Part  the  third  contains, 

ao  MonTnonthy  26  Northampton^ 

21  Gloucejier^  27  Salop y 

22  Oxfordy  28  Staffordy 

23  Hcrefordy  29  Leicejlery 

24  Worcejlcry  30  Rutland^ 

25  Warwick y 


*  Which  See  note,  page  1 80. 


Part 
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Part  the  fourth  contains, 

31  Chejler^  34  Lincoln^ 

32  Derby,  35  Lancafier. 

33  Notiinghamy 

Part  the  fifth  contains, 

36  Torky  39  Cumherlandy 

37  Wejimorland,  40  Northumberland^ 

38  Durham^ 

Part  the  fixth  contains. 

Six  Counties  in  South,  and  fix  Counties  in  North 
Wales. 

The  accounts  of  each  part  ftan(i  as  follows. 
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CHAPTER    V. 

Of  the  quantities  of  the  several  sort's 
of  grain  consumed  annually  in  thk 
KINGDOM. 

SECTION    I. 


T 


HE  quantity  of  Bread,  which  is  daily  or  an- 
nually confumed  by  each  individual,  depends 
fo  much  on  his  health,  exercife,  labour,  conllitu- 
tioM,  and  the  quantity  of  his  other  forts  of  food, 
t  hat  after  all  our  enquiries  we  muft  be  content  with 
conje(5lures  ;  but  in  order  to  found  fuch  conjecSlures 
on  probability,  here  follow  what  material  informa- 
tions could  be  obtained,  with  fome  obfervations 
thereon,  and  averages  of  each  are  ftruck, 

Maitland^  in  his  Survey  of  Londsn^ 
§.  2.  ed.  1756,  fol.  756,  fays,  "  The  Bakers, 
"  after  fome  deliberation,  unanimoufly 
^'  agreed,  that,  including  puddings  and  pies,  and 
*'  other  paflry  ware,  the  quantity  of  Flour  con- 
"  fumed  in  this  City  and  fuburbs  would  daily  a- 
*'  mount  to  ten  ounces  *  per  head."     to  fupply  which 

requires 

•^  Wherever  EngUJh  weight  ii  mentioned,  that  of  Ait 
tvoirdupoi/e  is  meant. 


QUANTITIEJ  OF  GrAIN  CONSUMED.  J§7 
requires  5  b.  2  p.  -t  of  Wheat,  London  meafure  % 
per  annum. 

Dr.  Brackenrldge,  in  Philofophical  tran- 
§,  3.     fadions,     vol.     xlix.     fol.      268,      fays, 
"  Now  it  is  known,  and  I  have  obferved 
•'  in  the  country,  that  labouring  people  in  health 
*^  on  the  average  eat  one  quarter,  which  is  512  lb. 
*'  of  Flour  [annually]  or  i  lb.  6  oz.  per  day,  we 
*'  may   allow  that   healthy  and   unhealthy  4o  not 
**  confume  half  that  quantity  one  with  the  other, 
*'  and  to  make  the  confumption  zs  fmall  zs  can  res.- 
"  fonably  be   imagined,  fuppofe  three  people,  chi]- 
"  dren  included,    confume  as  one   labourer  5   /.    e. 
**  one  quarter  yearly,  or  each  perfon  7  oz.   per  day 
*'  ^V."     If  the  Dodor  really  means  Flour^  a  third 
part  muft  be  added  thereto,  to  fhew  the  Wheat ;  if 
he  miftakes   Meal  for  Flour,  then  it  is  the  fame  as 
Wheat ;  but  he  makes  his  bufhel  64  lb.  whereas  a 
bufhel  of   Meal  is  only  56  lb.   we  will  fuppofe  he 
means  Meal,   512  lb.  of  which  is  full    i  qr.  i  b.  per 
annum,  the  one  third  of  which  is  only  3  b. 

B  b  2  Mr. 


f  NctCj  The  proportion  of  the  Flour  to  the  Wheat 
is  as  feven  to  nine  of  the  fine  fort,  and  as  fix  to  eig-ht 
pn  a  medium  ;  which  lalt  proportion  is  followed 
throughout  this  Supplement,  and  the  wejoht  of  tho. 
J)u{hel  of  Wheat  is  called  iifty  fevcn  pouiTds,  which 
is  as  much  as  all  the  Wheat  fine  and  coarfe  Wecher 
Statute-meafure,  would  weigh  ;  and  here  it  may  be  prol 
per  to  rem?rk,  that  Statute,  London  and  IVincheJie^L^Z. 
fure,  are  all  tne  fame. 

X  Note,  All  the  following  accounts  and  quotations  arc 
reduced  to  the  fame  meafure.  ;'  * 
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Mr.    Huine^  in   his    Effay,  Edinh.   edit. 

§.  4.      1752,  page  235,    of  antient  Nations^  fays, 

*'  The     portion    of    Corn     given    every 

month  to  every  man  of  full  years  in  Rome  was  5 

modij  or  about  |  of  an  Englijh  bufliel  *  ^   /.   e. 

I  qr.  2  b.  per  annum." 


(( 


(C 


Mr.  Wallace^  of  the  number  of  man- 
§.  5.  kind,  Edinb,  edit.  1753,  page  293, 
fpeaking  of  the  Athenians^  fays,  "  They 
*'  had  of  Grain  alone,  more  than  one  Scotch^  or 
*'  about  I  ~  Englijh  peck  a  week  to  each  of  them ; 
"  no  inconfiderable  allovi^ance,  confiderlng  the 
"  plenty  of  fruits  and  other  provifions  with  which 
*'  Attica  abounded. '*  In  proof  of  which  he  hath 
the  following  note,  viz,  "  Many  of  the  labouring 
"  people  in  Scotland^  when  they  are  on  board 
*'  wages,  have  no  more  a  week  than  two  Scotch  pecks 
'*  of  Oatmeal  for  the  whole  maintenance.  One 
•'  Scotch  peck  is  to  an  Englijh  peck  as  1,47  to  one 
"  nearly.."  The  Athenians  had  2  qrs.  3  b.  2  p.  of 
Wheat,  and  the  Scotch  have  4  qrs.  7  b.  of  Oatmeal 
per  annum.     But  query,  if  there  is  not  fome  mif- 

take 

*  Which  he  fays,  "  Was  too  little  for  a  family,  and 
**  too  much  for  an  individual,"  But  if  by  buihel  is 
meant  that  of  London,  it  fhould  feem  he  is  miftaken,  for 
according  to  what  he  fays,  the  contents  of  the  modiui 
weighed  about  9  lb,  8  02,  whereas,  according  to  Dr. 
^r/^;///j«^/,  it  weighed  14  lb.  and  above -/<5,  fay  14  lb. 
8  oz.  the  contents  correfponding  to  one  London  peck, 
and  7,68  cub.  inches,  and  we  think  Dr.  Arbuthnot\ 
opinion  preferable  to  Mr.  Hume^s^  as  he  made  thefc  forts 
of  enquiries  his  particular  ftudy,  and  call  this  i  qr.  7  b. 
I  p.  per  annum. 
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take  in  the  laft  ?  for  it  will  require  9  qrs.  6b.  of 
Oats  to  make  4qrs.  7b.  of  Meal. 

In     Lancajhirey     a    meafure    of    Oats, 
&.  6,     equal  to  near  half  a  London  bufhel,  makes 
9lb.    which    is  a  peck  meafure    of   Oat- 
meal,   and  what  a  labouring   man  eats  in  a  week  5 
i,  e,  3  qrs.  2b.  *  of  Oats  per  annum. 

Recherche  de  MonmUy   printed  at  P^nV, 

§.  7.     1762,   page   157,     fays,    «  a  modius,   or 

«  Roman  bufhel  of  Wheat  was  fufficient 

«  to  fupport  a  man  a  week  j    it  is  the  prefent  r«/- 

«  tj«  bufhel,  and  contains    16  lb.    marc   weight    J, 

<'  The  Egyptian  bufhel,  which  is  at  this  day  the  Pari% 

«  bufhel II,  which  the  ii^7«5«j,frequently  ufed,weigh. 

■  «  ed  t'-jjenty  French  pounds.     O^ir^eafanU,  one  with 

«  another,  with  the  animals  which  they  fupport,con. 

<^  fume  in  the  fame  time  of  eight  days,  twenty  pounds 

of 

*  Note,  Tivo  quarters  of  Oats  will  feldam   make  one 
quarter  of  Oatmeal.  .    , 

■  X  It  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  the  r^/r^^  pound  is  her« 
meant,  but  by  the  Author  faying  the  Italians  2.1s  a  UttU 
more  moderate,  it  fhould  rather  be  underftood  of  that  ot 
Paris,  for  then  they  eat  l  qr.  7b.  per  annum  ;  /.  /. 
four  fifths  of  what  the  French  eat ;  although  \i  it  is 
taken  in  this  fenfe,  it  (hould  feem  there  was  no  need  to 

apologize  for  the  great  ftomachs  of  the /^^y^«// m  com. 

plrifon  of  the  Italians,    by  introducing  other  animals. 

and  faying  Bread  is  almoft  all  they  eat.     However,  we 

prefer  the  alteration  as  moH  probable.         ^ 

Ij  Twelve  Paris   buihels  make   one   fetier,    and  the 

quarter  of  London  is  one  fetier  and  \\  ;     therefore,    the 

letieris  4  b.    i  p.   and  \.    ^z^EiJaiJ^r  la  Monnoies,  \QU 
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««  of  fixteen  ounces  :  It  is  true  Bread  is  almoft  all 
^'  they  eat,  and  that  the  Italians  are  a  little  more 
"  moderate."  Sixteen  pounds  marc  weight  of  Tuf- 
cany  are>  by  Pereira^s  tables,  equal  to  about  8  lb. 
avoirdupoife ;  /.  e.  yb.  i  p.  per  annum.  Note^ 
Huenty  pounds  of  Paris  make  21  lb.  14  oz.  6dr.  but 
we  fhall  go  by  the  meafure,  and  52  buftiels  of  Paris 
make  4  -J  fetiers  ,  /.  e.    2  qrs.  3b.   per  annum. 

EJfat  fur  les  monnoies,  printed  at  Paris, 
§.  8.  1746,  page  52,  in  the  notes,  fays,  5'  It 
"  is  not  thought  too  high  an  eftimation 
*«  of  the  confumption  of  men,  one  with  the  other, 
"  to  rate  it  at  three  fetiers  a  year  ;  if  there  are  thofe 
^^  who  eat  lefs,  there  are  a  great  many  who  confume 
"  more."  Now  three  fetiers  are  full  equal  to  i  qr. 
4  b.   g  p.  Li?wi{7«  meafure. 

Page  57,  H  It  is  eftimated  that  thofe  who  are 
"  the  greateft  eaters  of  new  and  foft  Bread,  con- 
"  fume  four  fetiers  a  year  (i.  e.  2qrs.  ib.  but  that 
*'  a  fourth  part  remains  in  Bran*.  Workmen  and 
''  laborious  people  who  eat  only  brown  bread  e^t 
"  more  ;  it  may  be  reckoned  that  thofe  whofe  labour 
*'  is  the  leaft  fatiguing  eat  two  pounds  and  a  quar- 
*'  ter,  and  thofe  whofe  labour  is  the  hardeft,  as  por- 
*"^  ters,  l^c.  confume  as  far  as  three  pounds  a  day. 
2  ^Ib.  is  iqr.  4b.  3p.  and  31b.  is  2qr.  lb.  per  ann.f 
?'  Each  domeftic  of  Paris,  on  the  footing  of  9  lb. 
*'  of  Bread  per  week,  without  reckoning  that  eat  in 
"  foup,  or  that  which  they  eat  as  way-bits,  would 
''  confume  annually  468  lb.     of  white  Bread,     of 

"  three 

*  This  agrees  with  note  iS'^,  wh?ch  fee. 
+  ^ote*  In  this  Bread  the  bran  is  includedo 
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«  three  fetiers  of  Wheat  at  leaft  :  it  will  require 
*^  more  for  workmen  who  eat  very  little  meat,  and 
*'  who  have  not  that  which  one  gives  to  domefticks 
«  befides  their  Bread." 

•    Three  fetiers  are  equal  to  i  qr.  4  b.  3  p.  London 
meafure. 

But  notwithftanding  what  this  Aiithor  hath  faid 
as  above,  he  hath  in  his  notes,  page  57,  as  follows, 
viz, 

*^  The  prifbners^  according  to  the  e- 
§.  g,  "  leventh  article  of  the  Arret  of  Par- 
"  liament,  publifhed  the  i8th  Juney 
*'  1717,  ought  to  have  each  of  them  per  day,  a  loaf 
"  of  a  good  quality  and  of  the  weight  of  i  ^.\h.  at 
<'  leaft;  fo  that  the  fetier  of  Wheat  making  272  lb, 
"  of  broivn  bread,  will  laft  them  181  f  Days,  and 
"  they  will  confume  two  fetiers  of  Wheat  at  leaft 
*Mn  a  year,  /.  e,  i  qr.  o  b.  2  p.  The  ration  of  e, 
*'  vdry  foldier  is  the  fame,  a  pound  and  a  half  be- 
"^  fides  meat  and  wine. 

"  The  cavalry  are  furnifhed,  even  on  the  march, 
"  with  36  ounces  of  Bread  per  day,  /  e.  1  qr.  4  b. 
*'  3  p.  befides  two  pounds  of  meat,  and  a  pint  and 
*'  half  of  wine.  They  confume  each  three  fetiers 
*'  on  this  footing.  The  ^inze  vingts  *  who  had 
**  formerly  four,  have  now  only  three  fetiers. 

It 


*  A  fort  of  hofpltal  at  Paris  for  blind  men  and  wo- 
inen,  both  married  and  iingle,  who  beg  in  the  churches 
atidftreets.    RuheUt, 
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It  appears  that  our  foldiers  have  alib 
§.  10.  one  pound  and  a  half  of  Bread  a  day 
when  encamped,  and  that  the  prifoners 
in  fome  goals  %  have  the  fame,  both  thefe  are  brown 
bread  made  fometimes  with  the  Bran  taken  out,  and 
fometimcs  with  it  left  in,  fuppofe  half-of  each  fort, 
and  then  the  confumption  is  about  i  q[r.  i  b.  per  head 
yearly. 

In  the  Royal  Hofpitals,   at  Chelfea  and 

§.  II.     Greenwich^  the  allowance  is  one  pound  per 

head  a  day  of  wheaten  Bread   which  it  is 

faid  will  go  as  far  as  a  larger  quantity  of  brown, 

u  e.  7  b.  of  Wheat  a  year. 

From   the  infpe£l:ion  of  the  account? 

§.   12.     of  a  parifh  workhoufe,  within  five  miles 

of  London^   for  feven  years  f,  it  appears 

that  they  have  confumed  on  the  average  fix  pounds  of 

Bread  per  head  weekly  j  /.  e»  fix  bufhels  of  Wheat 

.a  year.  A 

X  In  London  the  prifoners  have  of  Wheaten  Bread 
only  one  penny  loaf  per  day,  and  in  fome  other  goak 
one  three  penny  loaf  every  two  days;  confequently 
thefe  allowances  vary  according  to  the  price  of  Wheat, 
when  Wheat  is  4s.  a  bulhel  the  firft  is  1 1  02.  and  the  laft 
fix  teen. 

f  Viz.  from  March,  1753  to  March  17 60,  and  the 
numbers  and  ages  of  the  poor  on  the  average  were  as 
follows  not  exceeding  /^«  years  15,  /^«  to  thirty  10, 
thirty  to  ffty  1 3,  fifty  io fen;enty  ^tyjiventy  and  Upwards 
5  ;    in  the  whole  je'vcnfy  four. 
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A  Baker  fays,    "  When  I  was  an  ap- 

§.  13.    *'  prentice  in  the  country,  wefervedtwo 

"  fingle  men  who  were  Jhepherds^    who 

"  conftantly  eat  the  one  five  quartern  loaves  and  the 

*'  other  four  every  week,    f.  e,    2  qrs.  3b.  2p.  per 

•'  annum  each." 

Two  Citizens  of  London,  the  one  a 
§.  14.  Jeweller  and  the  other  a  Printer,  fay,  thd 
firft,  that  he  hath  ten  in  family,  of 
which  feven  are  apprentices,  that  their  weekly  con- 
fumption  of  Bread  and  Flour  is  feven  half  peck 
loaves,  /'.  e.  6b.  2p.  per  head,  per  annum,  the  fe- 
cond  that  he  hath  fix  in  family,  four  of  which  are 
apprentices,  and  that  his  weekly  expence  of  Bread 
and  Flour  is  fix  half  peck  loaves,  /.  f,  i  qr.  2  p.  pet* 
head  per  annum. 

The  medium  of  thefe  two  might  be  taken  for  the 
average  of  the  Bread  confumed  by  the  labouring  peo- 
ple in  London,  i.  e,  7  b.  2p.  but  deduSfthQ  two  pecks^ 
and  call  it  only  feven  buftiels. 

Two  Farmers^  who  live  In  EJJexy  m 
§.  15.  fuch  a  fituation,  that  what  they  and  their 
fervants  eat  at  market  at  leafl  equals  what 
their  vifitors  eat  in  their  houfes,  confume  in  their 
families,  which  together  confift  of  feventeen  perfons^ 
in  Flour  annually  24  facks,  i.  e,  iqr.  ib.  i^^p,  per 
head. 

And  it  appears  upon  enquiryj  from  the  quantity 
of  5r^^^  Corn  ground  at  a  mill  in  the  country  for 
feveral  families  there  that  they  confume  about  the 
like  quantity  per  head. 

C  c  Extraa 
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Extract    of    a    Letter    from    NewcaJlU 
§.  16.     u^on  Tyncy  OSi,   1765. 

"  With  regard  to  the  quantity  of  Rye 
*'  which  will  ferve  one  man  in  Bread  for  one  year, 
•*  the  moft  exa6l  calculation  I  can  get  is  a^  fol-- 
"  lows, 

*'  A  labouring  man  generally  eats  in  a  week  as 
"  much  Rye  Bread  as  cofts  him  is.  3d.  which 
*'  weighs  20  lb.  10  oz.  and  I  am  informed  TiWin^ 
"  chefter  bufhel  of  Rye  when  baked  weighs  four 
*'  ftone,  fo  that  at  that  rate  a  man  will  eat  in  a  year 
"  nineteen  bufhels  of  Rye,  2qrs.  3  b.  See  the  note 
at  the  end  of  the  next  Sedtion. 

"  That  kind  of  Grain  is  not  fo  much  ufed  now 
''  amongfl:  the  poorer  fort  of  people  as  formerly  j 
"  for  almoft  all  the  pitmen  and  thofe  labouring  men 
^'  jthat  earn  above  nine  or  ten  fhillings  a  weak  eat 
"  Wheaten-bread,  fo  that  I  reckon  only  one  half 
"  of  the  labouring  people  in  this  country  are  naw 
"  fed  v/ith  Rye." 

Upon  receipt  of  the  above  a  rcqueft  was  made  to 
know  what  quantity  of  Wheat  a  man  confumed,  and 
the  following  anfwer  returned. 

"  The    Wheat-bread  m^ofl    in  ufe    a- 
Sj.    17.      "  mongft  the  labouring  people,    is  what 
:    I  ''  we  call  Houfhold-bread  made  of  i(l, 

"  2d,  3d,  and  4th  Flour  all  mixed  together,  a  i:i- 
"feouring  man  will  eat  of  this  Bread  in  a  week  as 
''  much  as  cofts  him  is.  gd.  which  weighs  accord- 
"  inir  to  the  prcfent  ftandard  iSlb.  ii^oz.  and  ac- 
*'  c(/  -dino-  to  the  bell  information  I  can  get  a  buihel 
''  o\  iVheatj  IVmchefter  meafure,  produces  of  Flour 

3ft- 
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''  3ft.  51b.  weight,  and  it  gains  when  baked  into 
"  Bread  61b.  which  makes  3ft.  iilb.  in  Bread. 
"  At  this  rate  I  reckon  a  man  will  eat  in  a  year  i8ib» 
'*  of  Wheat,  2qrs.    2b.  ip.  • 

ft.  lb. 
*'  One  Bufhel  of  good  Wheat      4     7 
"  Dedua  for  Bran  and  Meal 
**  when  ground 


} 


3     5  neat  Flour.'* 

Notiy  This  writer  Is  extremely  exaft,  the  only  error 
he  falls  into,  is  one  common  to  the  moft  accurate  wri- 
ters, viz.  the  taking  for  his  calculations  the  weights 
of  the  ^f/?  Wheat  and  Rye,  which  Is  61b.  above  the 
average,  and  confequently,  we  fhould  call  the  hrft 
2qTs.  5b.  and  the  fecond  2qrs.  4b.  o  p.J. 

In  order  to  make  what  hath  been  faid  intelligi- 
ble, let  us  bring  the  fame  under  one  view,  by  giv- 
ing    . 

j^  LIST  of  the  foregoing   accounts^  be- 

§.  19.     ginning  with  the  leajl  and  corre5iing  Hume*^ 

account   of  the   Romans,     and  the   account 

from  Recherche  de  monnoie,  of  the  Tufcans,  hy  Ar- 

buthnot. 

Seftion  qrs.  b.  p# 

3  Brack enridge's  average  i«  030 

2  Maitland's  ditto  O     5     2 

12  Workhoufe  .  1  060 

14  Citizens  . 07a 

1 1  Hofpitals  wheaten  07a 

9  French  prifoners  and  foldiers  • *     i     O     i^ 

3  Brachnridge's  labourers  ■     »     I      i     o 

C  c  2  10  Our 
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Se£lion  qrs,  b.  p. 

10  Our  foldiers  and  prifoners  t     i     o 

15  Farmers  and  Families             "  .'  ■'  ....     1     i     iL 

8  'Average  oi French  natioA     ^-. 143 

^  Domeiticks  of  Paris             •= 14     3 

9  French  Cavalry  and  Quinze  Vingt  143 
8  Ditto  labourers 143 

7  ItaUansO     7      jr|     ^    j.^^^j^^^^  ?I      7     « 

4  Romans  i     2     oj      ^  3^7* 

5  French  eaters  of  new  Bread  2     i     O 

8  Ditto  porters                 •— 2     i     o 

7  Ditto  peafants 230 

5  Athenians                  —- — — 2-3     2 

13  EngUJh  fhepherds.                 -- — -  232 

17  Ditto  pitmen                 — 2     4     0 

Note^  All  the  above  are  Wheat. 

5  Scotch  labourers  7    r)  ^  7  4     7° 

6  Lancajhir e  ^Atto^  53     ^     O 
37  Pittnen  Rye             —  2     5     O 


From  the  fevcral  accounts  thus  placed, 
§.  20.  hovirever  trifling  they  may  feem,  there  is 
reafon  to  conclude,  that  the  quantity 
of  Corn  confumed  by  the  moft  laborious  part  of 
mankind  hath  been  in  all  places,  and  at  all  times 
nearly  the  fame,  varying  onlyaccarding  as  the  quan- 
tity of  other  food  v^as  more  or  Icfs. 

And  from  the  faid  accounts  may  alfo  be. 
§.  21.     formed  fome  calculation  of  what  the  an- 
nual quantities  of  Wheat,  Rye,  and  Oats 
are  on  the  average  which  each  perfon  confumes  in 
England* 

And 
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And,  firftas  to  Wheat,  Dr.   Brackenridgis  three 
bufhels  is  fo  much  below  any  account  we  ever  found 
cpnfirmed  by  fads,  that  it  ought  to  be  left  quite  out 
of  the  queftion.     Our  Jhepherds  and  pitmen  confume 
fo  much  above  the  common  rate,  that  too  much  re- 
gard Ihould  not  be  paid   to  the  accounts  of  what 
they  eat,  though    very   well    attefted.     Mr.    Mait- 
iand's  account  is  given  after  fo  careful  an  enquiry, 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  entirely  difregarded  ;  but  it 
is  only  a  calculation  founded  on  opinion,  and  it  i» 
moft  probable  that    both  the    Workhoufe  account, 
confidering  the  fort  of  people  maintained  there,  and 
the  account  of  the  Citizens,  confidering  the  quan- 
tity of  other  provifions,   it  is  moft  likely  their  fami- 
lies eat,  are  below  the  average  of  the  confumption 
in  London:  for,  befides  that    they  are  barely  equal 
to  the  confumption  in  the  hofpitals,  it  muft  be  fup- 
pofed  that  much  the  greater  part  of  the  people  do 
much  harder  labour  and  are  not  otherwife  fo  well 
fed. 

Dr.  Brackenridge^  account  of  labourers  in  the 
pountry,  which  is  given  from  his  own  obfervation, 
agrees  fo  well  with  the  allowance  to  our  foldiers  and 
prifoners,  and  with  the  confumption  of  the  farmers 
and  families  in  the  country,  which  are  found,  after 
repeated  enquiries,  to  be  juft,  that  it  might  very 
reafonably  be  taken  for  the  average  of  the  confump- 
tion of  all  eaters  of  Wheat,  more  efpecially  when, 
it  is  remembered  how  much  the  greater  part  of  the 
people  are  in  the  ftate  of  life  he  mentions,  and  how 
much  more  our  Jhepherds  and  pitmen  eat. 

However,  that  refpeft  may  be  paid  where  it  is  due, 
let  us  fuppofe  the  whole  number  of  men,  women 
jind  children  who  feed  on  Wheat  to  be  divided  in 

eight 
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eight  parts,  and  that  one  part  confumes  according 
to  Mr.  MaitlancTsy  another  according  to  the  Work- 
houfe^  a  third  according  to  the  Citizens  account,  two 
others  as  the  Dodor's  labourers,  and  the  remaining 
three  parts  according  to  the  farmers  ;  and  the  ave- 
rage will  be  I  qr.  and  fomething  more  as  may  be  fcen 
below  *  ;  but  let  us  call  it  only  the  London  or  TVin^ 
chcfter  quarter,  which  although  it  is  more  than  the 
general  eftimation  is  ftill  rather  below  our  opinion, 
and  not  two  thirds  of  the  confumption  in  France^ 
even  in  Paris ;  and  it  doth  not  appear,  there  is  fuf- 
ficient  reafon  to  fuppofe  we  eat  fo  much  lefs,  for  our 
JbipherJs  and  pitmen  prove  themfelves  equal  good 
Bread  eaters  with  the  French  labourers  and  porters,     ' 

As  to  Rye,  there  can  be  but  little  dif- 

§.  12.     ference   between     that   and   Wheat,    and 

it    may    be    called  i    qr.    i  b.    the    New- 

cajlle  account  making  it  appear  not  to  go  quite  fo 

far  as  Wheat.  / 

*  London  and  the  Bills  are  generally  efteemed  about 
one  tenth  of  the  people,  {o  that  if  we  fuppofe  three 
eighths  to  eat  below  what  we  have  reafon  to  efleem  the 
average  there,  only  two  eighths  at  what  appears  the 
general  aven.ge,  and  the  remaining  three  eighths  the 
r\st\i  degree  higher.;  diTcarding  the  reft,  it  feems  very 
znoderate. 

qrs.  b.     p. 

One  Maltland 052 

One  Workhoufe  060 

One  Citizen  070 

Two  labourers  220 

Three  farmers  —  3     4    o^^ 

Total    8    o    2|r 
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As  to  Oats,  Mr.  JValliss  account,  fup- 
§.  23.  pofing  it  4qrs.  7  b.  of  Oats,  as  it  approach- 
es that  of  the  greateft  eaters  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  it  tends  to  ftrengthen  and  confirm 
them  J  but,  as  we  are  afraid  we  do  not  fully  under- 
ftand  his  meaning,  we  fhall  content  ourfelyes  with  the 
Lancafler  account,  and  deduct  therefrom  3  b.  calling 
the  average  only  aqrs.  7  b. 

There  could  not  be  any  certain  account 
§.24.  of  Barley  obtained,  other  than  that  of  an 
old  careful  man,  who  hath  occafionally 
it^  a  large  family  with  Barley-bread  in  dear  times, 
and  faith  that  he  always  found  it  as  cheap  to  feed  his 
family  with  Wheat  as  with  Barley,  unlefs  he  could 
buy  the  Barley  at  two-thirds  of  the  price  of  Wheat, 
Now  the  average  bufhel  of  B.irley  will  weigh  barely 
49  lb.  which  is  five-fixths  of  the  weight  of  Wheat, 
and  if  we  allow  one  fixth  more  for  the  deficiency  of 
nourifhment  in  Barley  than  Wheat ;  it  agrees  with 
his  account,  and  we  fhould  fuppofe  the  confump-^ 
tion  of  Barley  i  qr.  4b.  per  head;  but  as  the  fa- 
mily might  not  like  Barley-bread  fo  well,  or  be  To 
careful  of  it  as  of  V/heaten -bread,  and  there  doth 
not  appear  fo  much  difference  betv/een  the  other ' 
Grains,  fay   i  qr.   3  b. 

Having  now    done  with    regard  to  i\\z 

§.  25.    quantity  of  Corn  confumed   in   Bread,  let 

us  confider  what   quantity  is  confumed   in 

drink  ;  and  that  made  into  beer  appears  to  have  been, 

on  the  average,  from  the  account  of  the  produce  of 

the  tax  on  Malt  made  for  home  confumption    for 

fifty 
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fifty  years,  beginning  with  1703  inclufive,  and  ending 
with  1753  exclufive,  as  follows 

Years  Averages** 

from         to  qrs.         bi 

1703     1713     2,959,063     7 

^713     1723     3^542, '57     2 

1723     1733     35358,071     2 

1733     1743     3^215,094     2 

1743  1753  35404>026  I 
The  general  average  of  which  is  3,295,682  qrs* 
4b.  which  may  be  called  3,300,000,  and  ftill  be  a 
very  moderate  account;  for,  by  Stat.  12  Jmt^  c* 
2.  §.  20.  24  bufhels  of  wet  Malt  is  to  be  taken  as 
20  b.  dry,  and  we  may  fuppofe  the  Duty  is  fome- 
times  evaded,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  thofc 
families  who  have  compounded  for  the  Duties  found 
their  account  in  fo  doing. 

We  are  now  to  confider  what  quan- 
§.  26.  tities  of  each  fort  of  Corn  are  annually 
confumed  for  other  ufes  befides  thofe  of 
making  Bread  and  Beer.  In  which  we  (hall  be  o- 
bliged  to  truft  more  to  conje£turc  than  in  the  fore- 
going eftimates,  and  yet  it  may  be  hoped,  that  from 
what  will  be  faid  fome  general  idea  may  be  formed 
of  the  amounts  of  the  annual  confumption,  and 
confequently  of  the  whole  growth  of  the  feveral  forts. 

As  to  Wheat,  the  Meal  or  Flour  thereof  is  ufed 
by  Diftillcrs,  Starch-makers,  Paper-hangers,  Sta* 
tioners.  Book-binders,  Linen-printers,  and  Trunk-* 

makerSj 

*  The  regularity  of  the  amount  of  this  tax  may  be 
taken  as  arguments  that  the  numbers  of  the  people  bava 

continued  nearly  equal. 
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makers,  and  probably  by  fome  others ;  It  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  fay  the  exa£l  quantity  confumed  by  all  or  ei- 
ther of  thefe,  but  the  whole  annual  quantity  we  ef- 
teem  at  90,000  qrs.  the  diftillery  ufing  barely  half 
that  quantity. 

As  to  Rye,  the  Meah  thereof  is  ufed  by  Tanners 
and  to  fatten  hogs,  and  many  Peafe  and  fome  Beans 
and  Barley  are  ufed  for  this  laft  purpofe. 

Maitland^  fol.  758,  fays,  186,932  hogs  are  fold 
annually  in  London^  call  this  one  fourth  of  the 
confumption  j  and  confidering  the  hogs  ufed  for  ths 
Navy,  fay  800,000  is  the  whole  confumption  of 
the  Kingdom  j  allow  thefe  two  bufhels  of  Corn 
each,  the  amount  is  200,000  qrs.  of  which  fay, 
Peafe  and  Beans  100,000,  Barley  70,000,  Rye 
30,000,  to  which  add  for  Tanners  and  other  ufes 
1,000,  and  the  Rye,  befides  for  Bread,  will  be 
^1,000  qrs. 

As  to  Barley,  fay  the  Diftillers  ufe  44,000  qrs. 
befides  Malt,  which  is  accounted  for  before,  to 
this  add  the  70,000  for  hogs,  an<i  3,000  for  fowls, 
and  the  Barley  ufed,  befides  for  Bread  and  Beer, 
will  be  117,000  qrs. 

As  to  Oats,  the  average  of  the  quantities 
brought  by  water,  and  meafured  in  Lon- 
don in  1752  and  1765  is  290,266 

Brought  by  land  not  meafured  annually  20,800 

3iij066 

From  which  mufl  be  dedu£led,  being  for 
double  the  quantities  of  179  qrs.  7  b. 
Oatmeal  exported  and  1,513  qrs.  of  Oats 
fold  Vi£iualing'Office  3)38? 

Confumed  in  London         ?07,68i 
JD  d  Call 
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Call  the  confumptlon  of  the  Kingdom  little  mote 
than  eight  iold,  and  it  will  be  2,461,500  of  Oat» 
annually  con  fumed  befides  in  Bread. 

No  notice  hath  been  taken  in  the  foregoing  ac- 
counts of  Beans  or  Peafe,  a  very  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  each  of  which  is  confumed  annually  both 
o-reen  and  in  the  Grain  for  the  food  of  man,  and 
in  the  laft  for  the  food  of  beads,  and  no  inconil- 
derable  quantity  of  Peafe  are  fbipped  and  ufed  for 
part  of  the  food  of  the  Royal  Navy  and  other  fhips, 
and  of  Beans  for  the  Negro  flaves. 

It  may  be  fuppofed  that  the  Beans  fold  annually 
in  London  for  the  Negroes  is  20,000  qrs.  that 
horfes  eat  10,000,  together  30,000,  and  if  this  is 
called  a  third  of  the  confumptlon  it  will  make  the 
v/hole  90,000 

The  Peafe  fold  annually  in  London  to  the  ViiSual- 
lincr  Ofiice  for  an  average  of  years  hath  been  4964  qrs. 
to  private  Bifket-bakers  about  3000,  the  foup  is 
fuppofed  to  confumed  500,  together  8464  ;  call  this 
a  fourth,  the  amount  is  near  34,000  to  which  add 
the  1 00^000  given  to  hogs,  and  the  whole  will  be 
134,000  qrs. 

The  quantity  of  feeds  fold  for  oil  in  London  an- 
nually varies  very  much,  but  it  is  fuppofed  it  may 
be  fet  at  15,000,  and  to  be  about  the  fixth  of  the 
confumptlon  which  makes  the  whole  90,000  qrs. 

Of  the  whole  quantity  of  all  forts  of  Corn  and 
Grain  annually  grown,  it  is  fuppofed,  that  one  tenth 
is  expended  in  feed  for  to  produce  the  enfuing  Crop, 
fome  indeed   fay  a  larger  proportion  is  ufed  for  that 

pur- 
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purpofe  with  us.  And  a  Fr^-wt/;  writer  *  fays,  one  fixth 
is  applied  to  that  ufe  with  them,  it  fliould  feem  it 
cannot  be  lefs  than  one  tenth  ;  if  it  is  more,  the  Jlx- 
port  will  ftill  be  a  lefTer  part  of  the  growth  than  it 
feems  at  prefent. 

The  foregoing  accounts  and  eftimates  are  brought 
together  and  fliewed  in  every  view,  that  feemed  ne- 
ccflary  to  make  them  ufeful  from  page  140  to  146, 
and  fome  fhort  remarks  are  there  made  on  them,  to 
which  we  cannot  forbear  to  add,  that  from  them  it 
appears,  we  depend  more  hnmed'iately  than  mofl 
men  imagine  for  our  daily  Bread  on  providence, 
whofe  gifts  are  fo  equally  and  regularly  dealt  out, 
that  it  very  rarely  happens,  notwithftanding  the  un- 
certainty of  the  feafons,  on  which  the  whole  in  ap- 
pearance fo  much  depends,  that  the  annual  produce 
of  the  earth  is  not  equal  to  the  necelKiry  fupport  and 
wants  of  man,  provided  he  is  not  wanting  on  his 
part  to  endeavour  to  obtain  it  by  a  due  application 
to  that  labour  to  which  he  \v2.s.  at  firf!:  condemned, 
^nd  from  vi^hich  he  never  can  be  difpenfed  withj  for  let 
him  exert  all  his  fkill  and  abilities  to  the  utmoft,  it 
feems  impoflible  for  him  to  obtain  fo  great  a  fur- 
plus  X  ^^  ^o  have  it  in  his  power  to  forbear  to  till  the 
ground,  even  for  one  year,  but  that  he  muft  through- 
out his  life  fubfift  by  a  continual  labour  and  conftant 
dependance  on  him  who  hath  promifed  that  feed- 
time  and  harveft  fhall  never  fail. 

D  d  ?  CHAPTER 

*   EJfai  fur  les  momioies,    fol.  19. 

X  He  muft  be  34  years  Itoring  it  up  In  common  Crops, 
and  more  cunnot  be  expeded  ;  and  be/ides,  the  time  it 
yvould  take  up,  many  other  obilrudions,  fome  of  which 
are  noted  in  the  foregoing  work,  tend  to  render  fuch  ai^ 
attemit  abortive. 


2©4  SUPPLEMENT.        Chap.  VI. 


CHAPTER    VI. 
Of  the    Houses,     Inhabitants    and  CORN 

^    CONSUMED   IN   LONDON   AND   PARIS. 


tN  the  courfe  of  the  foregoing  enquiries,  fomc 
**■  accounts  were  met  with,  which,  at  firft  fight, 
feemed  to  lead  to  the  dating  of  a  more  particular  com- 
parifon  of  the  numbers  of  Houfes  and  Inhabitants  and 
quantity  of  Corn  confumed  annually  in  London  and 
Paris  than  hath  yet  appeared. 

But  a  very  little  application  difcovered  the  mif- 
take,  and  from  the  judicious  remarks  made  concern- 
ing thofe  two  Cities,  by  the  Author  of  the  Police  of 
France,  part  5.  fol.  123,  it  appears  probable,  that 
all  the  comparifons,  which  will  ever  be  made,  will 
be  done  with  fo  fmall  a  degree  of  certainty,  that  they 
will  fcrve  for  little  more  than  to  amufe,  which  is  all 
that  the  reader  hath  to  expe£l  from  the  contents  of 
this  Chapter. 

The  exadl  number  of  Houfes  in  London  and  the 
bills  of  mortality  could  not  be  obtained ;  but  in 
1758  the  whole  number  in  London y  JVeJiminJler^ 
Southwark,  and  the  whole  County  of  Middle/ex^ 
was  89,736,  and  if  we  fuppofe  the  number  in  the 
County  of  Middle/ex  out  of  the  bills  equal  to  that 
in  Sur?y,viz.  14,721,  the  number  in  London  and 
the  bills  will  be  75>oi5,  and  each  houfe  muft  con- 
tain eight  perfons  to  make  the  number  of  Inhabi- 
tants 60O5I20  J  /.  ^.  one  tenth  of  the  people,  which 
they  are  generally  efteemed. 

According 
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According  to  the  rule  laid  down  by  Dr.  Bracken^ 
ridge* y  which  was  founded  on  obfervation,  of  add- 
ing 2,000  for  DiiTcnters  and  Jews  to  the  annual 
bill  of  mortality,  and  multiplying  by  thirty,  it 
appears,  that  the  number  hath  been  from  the  year 
1680  to  1760  on  the  average  766,0905  i.  e.  above 
ten  to  a  houfe, 

H<re  follow  the  averages  of  the  hills  of  Mortality  for 
the  faid  time  J. 

Years 

from  bills  added      Inhabitants 

l68o  to  1700  —  21,566  —  23,566  —  706,980 
1700  —  1720  —  22,685  —  24,685  —  74O5550 
1720  —  1740  —  26,990  —  28,990  —  869,700 
1740  —  1760  —  22,905  —  24,905  —  747'i50 
1680  —  1760  —  23,536^: —  25,536^ —  766,090 

We  are  unable  to  reconcile  thefe  accounts,  but 
whatever  number  the  bills  are,  or  ihould  be  mul- 
tiplied, it  will  appear,  if  we  truft  to  them,  that  al- 
though the  buildings  are  fo  much  increafed,  yet  the 
number  of  people  are  of  late  diminiftied  within  the 
bills  of  mortality,  and  that  from  1740  to  1760  there 
was  not  one  eighteenth  more  than  from  1680  to  1700, 
nor  doth  the  deftrudlion  of  the'humanfpecies  diminifh 
but  increafe,  for  the  births  in  the  firft  period  were  as 
68 1  to  1 000,  in  the  laft  only  638,  as  may  be  feen  by 
the  account. 


♦  Philofophical  Tranfa£lions,  vol.  xllx.  article  95. 

X  Note,  Thefe  averages  are  taken  from  the  account 
publilhcd  by  Gorbyn  Morris,  Efij.  to  I750,  and  continued 
down  to  1760  in  his  method. 
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Jn  account  of  the  proportion  of  the  births  to   the  buriaU 
in  London,   ^c, 

i68o  —  1700  as    681 

1700  —  1720  —  721 

1720  —  1740  —  649  j^  to  1,000. 

1740  —   1760  —  638 

1680  —  1760  —  672 
Some  idea  may  be  formed    how  deftru6live  the  a>- 
bove  difference  hath  been  by  the  following  account 
of  the  numbers  which  have  beea  loft  by  the    deaths 
exceeding  the  births,  viz. 

per  ann.  total. 

1680  to  1700  —  6,877  —  I37>553 
T7C0  —  1720  —  6,317  —  126,353 
1720  —  1740  —  9*473  —  189,467 
1740  —  1760  —  8,281  —  165,630 
1680  —  1760  —  7,737  —  619,003 

After  the  above  was  wrote,  whilft  the  work.  w;is 
in  the  prefs,  we  have  had  an  opportunity  to  corn- 
pleat  the  account  for  the  laft  five  years,  ending  Dec, 
J  765,  and  the  average   is 

Deaths     v/ith  addition    Inhabitants 

23*993  —  -5;9Q3  —  779*790 

Births  to  Burials  as  664  to  1000. 

Lofs  per  annum  8,06  (,  in  the  whole  40,305. 

By  the  beH:  accounts  that  could  be  obtained  of 
the  Corn-trade  in  London^  the  annual  average  of 
the  whole  quantity  meafured  by  the  Meters  for  fe- 
^r'.fc'^/^  years,  ending  with  1764,  was  *  i,2CO,ooo  qrs, 
an.'  two  thirds  of  tliac  quantity  hath  been  fold  in  Meal, 
Fiour,  Barley,  Malt,  Oats,  Beans  and  Peafe,  with 

wnich 
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which  the  faid  Meters  had  nothing  to  do,  in  the  whole 
2,000,000  qrs.  of  which*  150,386  qrs.  i  b.  have  been 
exported',  and  28,053  qrs.  3b.  have  been  delivered 
to  the  Vidualling  Office*,  for  the  fervice  of  the 
Navy.  For  thefe  a  deduction  muft  be  made  of 
356,879  qrs.  being  double  their  amounts  by  reafon 
they  have  been  meafured  twice,  we  muft  alfo  dedu6l 
70,000  qrs.  for  half  that  quantity  carried  coaftways 
and  laid  up,  which  is  alfo  meafured  twice ;  alf# 
300,000  qrs.  for  Oats,  40,' 21  qrs.  for  20,060  qrs. 
4  b.  of  Beans  and  Peafe  fhipped  off,  18,000  qrs.  for 
the  fame  eat  by  horfes  at  home,  and  15,000  qrs.  for 
feeds  :  all  thefe  deductions  amount  800,000  qrs.  and 
leave  i  ,200,000  qrs.  for  the  fupport  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants in  Bread  and  Beer,  and  for  other  ufes. 

Great  as  this  quantity  appears  it  feems  to  be  much 
under  rated,  if  common  report  fays  true,  viz.  that 
more  than  half  thereof  is  annually  expended  in 
drink. 

If    the      drink    confumes      660,000  qrs.     it   is 
one  fifth  of  all  the  Malt  for  which  duty  hath  been 
paid,  and  the  Citizens  feem  to  drink  more  than  their 
iliare  j  for  they  are  but  about  one  ninth  of  the  Beer- 
drinkers 


*  Export. 

*via. 

Office. 

5*624 

I   Barley 

5*098 

0  Malt 

68 

0  Malt 

4,964 

3.  Pe.fe 

^79 

7  Oatmeal 

2,  J  09 

4  Oatmeal 

4'473 

I   Rye 

^yS^3 

6   Oats 

140,041 

0  Wheat 

14.367 

6  Wheat 

150,386 
28,053 

I 
3 

28,053 

3 

178,4.39     4  double  is      356,879     o 
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drinkers,  as  it  is  reckoned  that  there  arc  about  nine 
hundred  thoufand  perfons  in  the  Cyder  Counties, 
viz.  Somerfet^  Gloucejier^  Worcejler^  Devm^  Man- 
mouthy  and  Hereford^  and  that  full  two  thirds  of 
them  drink  no  Beer. 

But  pleafe  to  remember  that  all  thefe  accounts  are 
founded  on  conjedturc,  exctpt  thofe  which  have  an 
afterilk  before  them. 

,  In  one  year,  ending  Nov,  8,  1 765,  the  quantity 
of  Oats  meafured  was  316,416  qrs.  In  one  other 
year,  ending  Nov.  8,  1752,  the  quantity  was 
264,117  qrs.  fo  that  the  annual  increafe  in  the  con* 
fumption  in  thirteen  years  15  52,299  qrs.  which  will 
maintain  4,023  horfes  allowing  each  two  buihels  s 
Vvcek. 

This  increafe  in  the  confumption  of  Oats  in  Lon" 
don  is  wholly  attributed  to  the  gi-eater  number  of 
horfes  kept  now  than  heretofore,  aiid  one  principal 
caufe  for  their  being  kept,  is  the  great  improvements 
made  in  the  roads,  and  as  thofe  improvements  are 
now  become  almoft  general  throughout  the  King- 
dom, we  may  fuppofe  the  additional  number  in  the 
whole  at  leaft  eight  fold  t\\?it  in  London',  and  then, 
can  it  be  made  a  query,  whether  the  Land  employed 
to  grow  food  for  the  faid  horfes  is  not  one  means  of 
raifmo;  the  price  of  black  cattle  ? 

That  the  number  of  horfes  hath  increafed  in 
London  as  above,  is  highly  probable,  for  all  the  Oats 
in  1765,  at  the  fame  rate  of  allowance,  after  dc- 
du£iing46,4i6  for  other  purpofes,  will  fupport  only 
20,000,  and  all  the  Oats  in  1752,  after  dedu£ting 
43,1175  would  fupport  but  17,000,  fo  that  the  in- 
creafe is  only  from  fevcnteen  to  twenty,  ;,  e»  not 
from  ibur  to  five. 

The 
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The  houfes  in  Paris  1736  were  28,571.  But  the 
Author  of  the  Police^,  page  125,  fays,  "  That  the 
**  French  Authors  have  calculated  the  number  dif-- 
**  ferently,  fome  at  30,000,  others  at  28,000,  and 
*'  therefore  he  takes  the  difFerence,  and  putting  down 
*'  29,000,  and  allowing,  as  the  French  Authors 
*'  pretend,  20  perfons  to  each  Houfe,  the  number  of 
*'  people  would  be  580,000  j"  but  he  obferves,  page 
129,  the  bills  of  mortality  there  are  lefs  extenfive 
than  thofe  at  London  \  and  obferves  further  page 
131,  that  the  Boundaries  of  the  circumference  of  the 
City  have  not  been  enlarged  fmce  1724,  the  date  of 
the  laft  Edift,  which  circumfcribed  the  extent  of 
thofe  bouhdaries :  with  liberty,  neverthelefs,  of 
enlarging  the  Buildings  contained  therein. 

And  we  are  well  informed,  that  feveral  large 
houfes  have  fmce  that  time  been  deftroyed,  and  in 
their  ftead,  and  in  vacant  places,  many  fmaller  houfos 
have  been  built. 

^he  average  of  the  Corn  confiimed  in  Paris  in  the  years 
1729  and  17 ^'^i  in  French  and  Englifh  meafurey 
was  as  under. 

French  meafure  EngUjh  meafure 

muids     fet.  boifTeau     qrs.     b. 

Wheat  and  Rye  81,241   10     4  —  528,072     i 

Oats     —  175^83     70—   112,343     2 

Barley       —  2,699     4     6  —     17,545     6 

101,224     9   10  •—    657,961     I 


'i^ote^    The  muid    is   twelve  fetiers,    each    twelvt 

bufhels  of   all   Corn,    except  Oats,   and  there  the 

fetier  is  divided  into  twenty-four  bufhels,  but  two 

E    «  of 
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of  thefe  bufhels  are  no  more  than  one  of  the  firll  *, 
The  muid,  as  well  as  the  fetier,  being  the  fame  ill 
all,  and  as  tl^  fetier  is  4  b.  i  J  p.  London  meafure, 
the  muid  contains  exactly  6  qrs.  4  b.  London  mea- 
fure. 

My  Author  fays,  that  allowing  a  muid,  /.  e.  6  qrs. 
4b.  of  Oats  to  keep  a  horfe  a  year^  there  would  not  be 
found  full  17,300  in  Paris  in  1729  :  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved  that  allowing  double  that  quantity,  the  horfes 
inLondon  in  1752  were  17,000,  and  in  the  year  1765 
Were  increafed  to  20,000. 

Such  of  thefe  accounts  as  relate  to  France  which- 
are  not  noted  to  be  taken  from  the  Author  of  the 
Police,  may  be  found  in  the  EJfai  fur  les  monnoies, 
from  page  50  to  61,  &c.  which  work  contains  many 
entertaining  and  ufeful  conje6lures. 

We  could  have  wiflied  to  have  been  more  particu- 
lar, but  it  was  not  in  our  power. 
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O^  tHE  State  of  the  Corn-trade  in  France* 

'Tp  H  E  Author  of  Gazette  du  Commerce  in  his  papers 
'*'  of  the  22d  and  27th  o{  September,  1764.  No.  76 
and  77,  hath  inferted  the  following  fpeech  made  by 
Mr,  De  Caradeuc  de  la  Chalotais,  Procureur  General^ 
to  the  parliament  of  Brittany,  on  the  20th  of  Augufl 
preceeding  ;  v/hen  he  carried  into  Court  the  Edi6t  of 
the  month  of  "July,  1764,  a  tranflation  of  which  we 
have  given  page  165,  requiring  it  to  be  regiftered. 

What 


See  Police,  page  loi. 
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What  the  general  State  of  the  Corn-trade  hath 
feeen  in  'France  for  more  than  a  Century  preceeding 
that  Edi6t  may  be  feen  from  the  faid  Speech,  the 
purport  whereof  is  as  follows. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  Inform  you  of  the  moft 
fignal  benefit  with  which  his  Majefty  can  gratify  his 
people,  a  liberty  to  trade  in  Corn. 

After  having  permitted  the  free  circulation  in  the 
interior  part  of  the  Kingdom,  by  his  declaration  of 
the  25th  ol May^  ly^S?  ^he  King  grants  by  this  Edi6):, 
which  I  bring  into  Court,  the  entire  liberty  of 
exportation  and  importation.  He  permits  all  his  fub- 
jeds  to  trade  in  all  forts  of  Corn,  Grain,  Pulfe,  Flour, 
&c.  either  with  natural  born  fubje6ls  or  ftrangers. 

You  may  underfland  this  Edidl:,  Gentle- 
men, as  a  prefage  of  the  increafe  and  improve- 
ment of  Agriculture,  which  wiU  infallibly  be  the 
fource  of  the  rereftablifhment  and  profperity  of  the 
Kingdom. 

In  fhort,  thanks  to  his  Majefty,  and  the  Minifter 
who  manages  his  finances,  the  fyftem  of  prohibi- 
tions feems  to  be  abandoned  for  ever :  a  fatal  fyftem 
which  forbids  the  fubje6ls  of  the  fame  fovereign  to 
lend  each  other  mutual  aftiftance,  and  cuts  off  be- 
tween France  and  other  nations  that  communication 
of  exchanging  fuperfluities  for  necefTaries,  v/hich  is 
fo  conformable  to  the  order  of  divine  providence.  Par- 
ticular permiffions,  that  ufelefs  refource,  which  en- 
riched a  fev/  private  perfons  at  the  expence  of  the 
fiation,will  not  for  the  future  difcourage  the  Farmer. 
We  fhall  no  more  be  in  fear  of  want,  nor,  which  is 
almoft  as  much  tg  be  dreaded,  the  too  great  abun- 
E  e  2  X  dance 
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dance  of  Crops.  We  fhall  no  more  fear,  above  all, 
exceflive  variations  in  the  price  of  Corn,  equally 
hurtful  with  fcarcity  itfelf.  In  ftiort,  we  may  hope  for 
071  equitable  plan  of  taxations^  founded  upon  true  and 
fmiple  principles,  the  cultivation  of  the  lands,  and 
the  augmentation  of  the  riches  of  the  State  *. 

I  {hall  not  ftand,  Gentlemen,  to  prove 
truths  at  prefent  too  well  known,  and  carried  to 
the  higheft  degree  of  demonftration  by  fo  many 
folid  works,  which  are  the  produce  of  the  know- 
ledge of  zealous  and  well  informed  Citizens. 

Who 

*  From  hence,  fays  the  ingenious  Author  of  The  La'ws 
and  Police  y  England  examined^  l^c,  printed  for  T*  Harri- 
Jon,  1765  ;  we  may  conceive,  that  the  propofals  lately 
oiFered  for  promoting  Agriculture  in  France,  are  not  likely 
ever  to  be  carried  into  execution,  whilfl  the  Intendants 
have  a  power  to  raife  the  taille  reelle,  or  Land-tax,  from 
time  to  time  according  to  the  improved  culture  of  their 
ground  :  whereas  the  Land-tax  in  England,  tho'  in  fome 
refpedls  an  unequal  rate,  yet  being  fixed  on  the  original 
regillered  value,  the  quota  payable  by  each  county  re- 
mains equally  the  fame,  notwithflanding  the  feveral 
diftridls  may  be  improved  to  yield  a  larger  fhare  of  pro- 
dudions,  and  which  indeed,  without  fuch  a  fandion 
and  proteftion,  would  not  receive  any  improvement  at 
all,  page  32.  And  the  fame  Author  at  page  57,  after 
having  referred  to,  and  explained  what  is  here  faid, 
goes  on,  although  ordonnances  have  been  lately  pub- 
lifhed  for  allowing  a  irt^  export  of  Corn,  at  fom« 
diilrids,  and  at  fome  certain  feafons,  yet  how  vain 
are  all  fuch  local  and  temporary  evpedients,  whilil  the 
nature  of  their  conlHtution  will  not  admit  of  that 
geneial  freedom  of  fale,  which,  I  have  fo  often  laid 
down,  as  mofl  efiential  and  neceflary  for  promoting 
the  intereft  of  every  Trade  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
He  then  explains  the  benefits  we  have  received  from 
the  Corn  e -ported. 

What  this  intelligent  Author  hath  advanced,  and  Mr, 
Chaloiais  hath  thrown  out,  may  fervc  to  abate  our  fe^fs 
of  the  Effects  of  thofe  Ldiils,  but  Ihould  by  no  means 
^ut  us  oiF  our  guard. 
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Who  is  unacquainted,     That  it  is  the  Earth  only 
giveth  riches,  becaufe  it  only  produceth  and  repro^ 
duceth  annuallya  new  Stock  ?  That  the  fale  of  me.- 
chandife  is  the  only   means  to   caufe   a   circulation 
of  money,  which  is  only   the  reprefentation  ot   the 
„.ore  real  riches,    the  fruits  of  the  Earth  ?  That  a 
State  rich  in   produdions,  which  it  can  fell,  will, 
neceffarily,  be  rich  in  money  ?  But  let  its  Merchan- 
dize fail,  or  find  no  fales,  it  feels  infallibly  the  want 
of  circulation  of  Specie,    and  falls  iato  a  languor 
which,    in    its   effeas,     is  equally  bad  ^s  POverty 
It  is  therefore  certain,    that   the  moft  ufeful  of  all 
political  laws  is  that  which  gives   the  greateft    fa- 
cility to  the    fale  of  the    produaions  of  the  earth. 
The  neceffaries  for  confumption,    taxes,  even    the 
trade  of   the    nation,   ^  all    take    their    rife    from 
^e  faleofmerchandife;  therefore  we  cannot  extend 
this  fource  too  much,    nor  be  too  careful    how  we 
ftraiten  it  ;    if  it  (hould  be  dried  up,  the  evils  of  the 
State    would    be     without    remedy    and    without 

bounds.  ^      ,  ^         r 

I   fhall  confine  myfelf.     Gentlemen,     to   a  few 
ilieht  obfervations,  on  the  neceflity  of  the  exportati- 
on of  the  principal  merchandife  (Corn) ;  they  may 
appear   unneceffary,  fince  his  Majefty   hath   eftab- 
liftied  its  truth  in  a  perpetual  and  irrevocable  Ldict, 
an  Edia   conformable  to   the  prayers  of  the  nation 
which  obtained  it,  to  that  of  the  States  of  this  Pro- 
vince t,  to  experience  which  is  the  inftruaor  of  man, 
to  the  fentiments  of  Henry  the  Great,    and  the 
iUuilrious  Sully,    to  the  opinion  of  all  thofe  who 
have  examined  this  queftion  without  prejudice,  and 

without 

t  Deliberations  ofthe  i  W.  I759»  ^S^^/^^'  «7^^'  ^^^ 
7  Sept.  1761.  .   . 
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without  intereft;  an  examination  in  regard  to  which 
no  one  hath  hitherto  prefumed  publicly  to  contra- 
di(Sl,  either  the  reafons,  the  fad^s,  or  the  calcula* 
lions. t  But  it  is  requifite  to  encourage  the  timorous, 
to  inftru6l  thofe  who  are  not  as  yet  fully  informed, 
to  ''emov€  all  miftruft  from  the  people.  We  have  no 
reafon  to  fear  when  we  are  laying  down  maxims  which 
promife  the  good  of  the  ftate. 

Is  there  any  n^ceflity  by  a  long  chain  of  reafoning 
to  prove,  that  to  prevent  the  fale  of  Corn  is  to  prohibit 
the  Cultivation  ?  that  fuch  prohibition  hath  made  the 
profeffion  qsf  aFarmer  inFrancc^*  although  themoftne- 
ceflary,  the  moft  unhappy  of  all  the  profeffions  in  the 
State?  That  a  free  trade  in  Grain  both  within,  and 
v;ithout  the  Kingdom,  is  thefoleand  only  means  to 
put  the  Farmer  and  Land-owners  in  a  condition  to 
fupport  publick  and  private  expences. 

Let  us  not  fear  to  defcend  to  particulars  ;  Experi^ 
ence  is  the  foundation  of  all  phyfical  enquiry,  cal- 
culation is  the  meafure.  We  arrive  at  general 
maxims  only  by  the  knowledge  of  particular  facts. 

The  necefTary  expences  of  every  cultivation  what- 
foever  are  the  feed,  the  plowing,  the  manure^ 
the  expences  to  harveft,  to  lay  up  and  to  preferve 
the  crop.  It  is  necefiary  that  the  Farmer  make 
intereft  of  the  money  advanced,  wherewith  to 
fubfift  himfelf  and  family,  pay  tithes,  taxes  and 
his  Landlord,  whofe  expences  afcertain  the  pay- 
ment of  the  other  clafTes  of  the  ftate,  who  being 
compofed  of  neither  Land-owners  nor  Farmers,  live 
at  the  expence  of  thofe  who  are. 

The 

+  TUJs  fecms  to  refer  to  the  French  pamphlets 
quoted  page     72. 

*  ///  ^r^wf^,  thefe  words  are  here,  and  in  many  other 
places,  imevtea  to  keep  the  reader  in  mind  that  what 
is  iaid  relates  to  France, 


Of  THE  Corn-trade  in  France.        215 

The  Earth  doth  not  produce  every  Year  the  beft 
of  Grain.  It  muft  have  years  of  reft;  it  is  ne- 
cefTary  to  take  into  confideration  good  and  bad  years, 
and  place  to  the  account  unforefeen  accidents,  for 
they  will  not  be  v^^anting. 

Now,  in  calculating  thefe  expences  at  the  low- 
eft  rate  poflible,  it  appears  that  the  Setier  of  wheat 
is  barely  worth  to  the  Farmer  that  v/hich  it  coft 
himj  men  well  fkilled  in  Agriculture  have  made 
the  calculation,  and  defire  all  Land-owners  to  make 
it  themfelves  :  it  is  a  work  which  relates  to  all 
Men,  and  in  which  all  profeffions  axe  interefted*. 
The  neat  produce  of  the  cultivation  of  the.  earth  is 
the  only  fource  of  the  profperity  cf  a  farming  ftate  : 
to  know  exactly  what  an  acre  of  land  well  cul- 
tivated will  produce,  in  different  kinds  of  merch- 
andife,  according  to  the  diiterence  of  the  Soils,  is 
the  fundamental  problem  of  Agriculture,  Commerce 
and  Finances. 

If  the  Farmer  doth  not  gain  all  his  expences,  and 
wherewith  to  fatisfy  all  charges,  the  earth  will  re- 
main untilled,  as  more  than  the  moiety  in  this 
•province  doth  ;  the  ftarving  proprietor  will  be  forc- 
ed to  fuftain  lofTes  and  bankfliptcies  3  the  Farmer 
ruined,  badly  cloathed,  and  badly  fed,  will  fell  his 
Jittle  property:  he  will  take  up  with  his  indigent 
family  the  art  of  begging,  too  common,  and  which 
is  a  difgrace  to  the  Nation  ;  the  State  itfelf  will  fuf- 
fer  ;  the  Taxes  will  not  be  collected  but  with  ex- 
treme difficulty,  and  with  the  greateft  rigor  ;  And 
it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  this  hath  been  the 
ftate  of  the  Kingdom  oi  France  for  more  than  an  age: 
In  every  Province  the  Earth  fhews,  in  an  infinity  of 
places,  the  marks  and  veftiges  of  adeferted  culti- 
vation : 
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vation  :  houfes  unroofed  proclaim  a  defertion  and 
depopulation  :  the  Cities  and  even  the  Capital  arc 
peopled  with  Poor,  whilftthofe,  who  have  ruined  fo 
manyfamilies  and  enriched  themfelveswith  their  fpoils^' 
make  parade  of  a  luxury  which  is  an  infult  on  publick 

mifery. 

There  is  moreover  another  principal  which  man  i* 
feftly  proves  the  price  of  Corn  in  France  is  too  low,  and 
that  theFarmersare  far  from  being  in  an  happy  fituation. 

The  price  of  Corn  ought  to  be  in  proportion 
to  the  value  of  every  merchandife,  and  every  kind 
ef  labour,  which,  after  ^dedu6ting  the  value  of  the 
material,  ought  to  coft  more  or  lefs  according  tb 
what   is  paid   per  Day  to  the  workman. 

It  is  manifeft,  that  for  about  an  age  pad  the 
price  of  labour  and  merchandife  are  confiderably 
raifed  in  France.  There  is  none  that  for  fifty  years 
paft  hath    not  experienced  this. 

The  price  of  Corn,  which  is  the  meafiire  of  the 
whole,  fhould  then  have  rifen  in  proportion,  in  the 
mean  time,  it  hath  not  only  not  increafed,  but  it 
is  a  certain  fa61:,  that  it  hath  fallen  confiderably* 
and  that  it  would  require  an  age  ago,  a  greater 
v/eight  of  Silver  to  pay  for  a  Setier,  than  it  doth 
at  prefent. 

In   1649,  the   Deputy  of  Mr.  the  Procureur 

General  at  the  Chatelet,  faid  in  his  requifition  of 
the  6th  of  March  to  the  Police,  as  a  known  facl, 
that  Wheat  was  at  15  livres  the  Setier,  a  mode- 
rate price  (thefe  are  his  words)  ;  but,  the  fame  Setier 
hath  this  prefent  year,  1764,  been  in  Paris  at  14 
livres,  and  14  livres  10  fous.  It  was  of  lefs  value 
in  the  neighbouring  Cantons,  and  of  neceflity  in 
the  Country. 

It 
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It  appears  by  the  account  of  prices  kept  at 
Paris,  that  it  was  worth  i8  livres,  18  fous  in  164^; 
26  livres,  10  fous,  5  deniers  in  1650:  25  livres,  13 
fous  in  1 651,  and  24  livres,  18  fous  in  1652 — then 
the  price  of  Wheat  hath  diminifhed  very  much  fince 
1649,  that  is  within  115  years  j  and  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied, that  other  workmanlhip  and  naerchandize,  wa- 
ges, &c.  have  greatly  increafed. 

What  fhall  we  think,  Gentlemen,  of  {o  great  a 
diiFerence,  when  we  reflect  that  the  ;w^r/^offilver  wa« 
in  1649,  at  28  livres,  13  fous,  8  deniers,  that  is 
to  fay,  at  almoft  half  lefs  than  at  this  day,  viz,  (from 
1726)  at  54  livres,  6  fous  ? 

The  value  of  the  Setier  of  Wheat,  (in  money  at 
prefent  in  ufe)  was  during  thefe  five  years  on  the  av- 
erage price,  at  42  livres,  2  fous  j  Thefe  prices  are 
calculated  in  The  EJfay  on  moneys^  and  in  the  treatife 
of  the  Police  of  Corn,  Ought  one  to  be  furprized, 
after  thefe  examples,  that  his  majefty  hath  fixed  the 
limits  of  the  exportation  at  30  livres  the  Setier, 
weighing  240  pounds. 

It  is  then  proved  true  to  a  demonftration,  that 
Corn  is  in  France  at  too  low  a  price,  in  proportion 
to  the  advances,  to  the  charges  and  expences  of  the 
Farmer;  in  proportion  to  other  works  and  mer- 
chandifej  and  confequently  to  both  public  and 
private  expences. 

But  to  enable  the  Grower  to  receive  back  his 
charges  and  expences,  that  he  may  fupport  and 
pay  all  taxes ;  it  is  not  fufficient  even  that  Corn 
fhould  be  of  a  certain  value,  it  is  neceflary  that 
value  fhould  be  regular,  the  leaft  fubject  as  pof- 
fible  to  variations  :  if  he  is  not  certain  of  felling, 
and  of  felling  every  year  for  profit,  this  uncertainty- 
deprives  him  of  all  fecurity,  and  he  lofes  the  courage 
to  till.  F  f  Now. 
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Now,  this  was  impoflible  under  a  Syftem  of 
prohibitions,  under  a  Syftem  of  temporary  and  par- 
ticular permiflions,  often  granted  from  Intereft  to 
importunity,  fcarcely  every  free   from   fufpicions. 

A  ftate,  whofe  Agriculture  is  under  the  dire<a- 
ion  of  prohibitive  Laws,  can  never  cultivate  but  for 
its  own  neceflary  ufe,  it  can  never  by  good,  make 
compenfation  for  bad  years^  for  fuch  a  State  is  poor, 
when  it  hath  a  fuperfluity  of  Grain,  and  it  is  poor 
when  it  hath  too  little:  the  fuperabundance  produceth 
ftagnation,  and  the  failure  produceth  want:  one 
brings  with  it  a  vile  price,  and  the  other  ex- 
celHve  dearth. 

Thefe  variations,  the  alternative  of  liberty  and 
prohibitions,  left  the  Farmer  in  fear,  and  could 
not  fail  to  difcourage  him,  becaufe  he  was  ob- 
liged to  fell  at  any  price  whatfoever,  to  fatisfy 
his  annual  advance.  There  is  nothing  but  the 
conftant  keeping  the  ports' open,  and  a  free  expor- 
tation of  Grain,  that  can  remedy  thefe  inconve- 
niences. In  time  of  great  plenty  that  freedom  will 
fupport  cultivation,  becaufe  the  certainty  of  fales 
either  within  the  Kingdom,  or  to  foreigners,  will 
make  both  theLandlord  and  Farmer  contentedly  to  fee 
their  riches  lie  idle  in  their  Magazines.  This  con- 
fidence will  make  them  cafy,  and  prevent  in  un- 
fruitful years  the  terrors  of  want,  which  often 
caufes  real  .want ;  The  difadvantage  of  expences  in 
bad  years  will  be  made  up  by  advantageous  fales 
in  thofe  which  are  ^ood.  The  poor  will  find 
himfelf  comforted  by  the  abundant  confumption  of 
the  rich,  and  by  the  circulation.  He  cannot  live, 
if  the  rich  doth  not  furniOi  him  with  the  means 
of  fubfiftence,     and   the  latter   cannot   furnifh  the 

former 
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former  therewith,  if  he  doth  not  draw  from  the 
earth  fufficient  to  pay  thofe  recompences  and  wages 
which  are  the  reward  of  labour. 

But  that  which  ought  to  remove  intirely  all  his 
fears  of  want,  is  thatconftant  uniformity  of  the  price 
of  Corn  which  exportation  will  necellarily  produce, 
The  principal  end  of  a  free  exportation  is  not  fo 
much  to  fell  as  to  fupport  the  merchandife  at  the 
beft  price  poffible,  to  reftore  that  equilibrium,  which 
is  fupported  naturally  in  the  commerce  of  other 
merchandife. 

The  common  price  of  Wheat  through  Europe 
varies  but  little  ;  It  is  notorious,  that  it  is  never  be- 
low eighteen  livres  the  Setier  *  (that  is  twenty 
four,  the  Charge  of  Rennes)  and  that  it  fcarcely 
ever  rifes  above  twenty  two  j  therefore  the  average 
price  is  twenty  livres.  J  For 

*  By  the  Seiier  in  this  place  is  to  be  undcrftcod  the 
meafure,  not  that  of  24.0  lb.  mentioned  before  pageziS, 
for  that  is  the  weight  of  the  Setier  of  the  ^<?/?  Wheat,  and 
much  exceeds  the  Average  ;  the  weight  of  the  Setier  from 
1 41 8  to  1700  played  between  205  lb.  and  2441b.  See 
EJfai  fur  les  Monnoks^   folio  49. 

X  Equal  to  33J.  6d.  4  ths  London  quarter.  Now  it 
appears,  page  105,  chat  the  average  price  of  Wheat  for 
the  lafl  79  years  hath  been  33J.  zd.\  ziWindfor^  that  is  4^, 
below  the  general  market  of  Europe,  whereas  before  f  )r  91 
Years  i:  was  38,^.  od,  f,  that  is  4/.  6d.  above  the  faid 
general  price.  And  that  thefe  IVindJor  prices  arc  more  to 
be  depended  on  than  could  at  firft  be  known ;  is  prov- 
ed not  only  by  the  faid  average  price  of  Europe ;  but 
alfo  by  the  averaQ;e  price  at  London  from  1740  to  1764, 
being  found  on  inquiry  to  have  been  only  fix  pence  per 
Quarter  lefs — and  by  the  average  of  all  the  Wheat 
bought  at  the  ViAualling  Offices  at  London,  Do-ver, 
Port/mouth  and  Plymouth  for  the  lad  20  years,  ending 
feb.  i8th,  176^,  as  appears  by  an  account  laid  before 
Parliament,  being  only  32J.  6^.f  I  that  is  io</.  above 
jhe  Wind/or  price  for  the  fame  time  ;  and  this  lafl:  fum 
will  amount  to  about  2  \  difcount  on  the  Bills,  but  we 
cannot  well  call  it  lefs  than  5  per  Cent,  and  then  it  will 
be  found  to  have  been  fix  pence  below  the  IVindfor  and  ta 
agree  with  the  London  price. 
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For  an  age  paft  France  hath  not,  as  before  that 
time  had  any  fhare  in  the  general  market  price  of 
Europe  which  is  the  higheft  price  poffible;  and  it 
is  a  notorious  fa£l  that  the  value  of  Corn  in  France 
hath  almoft  always  been  fince  the  prohibitions  below 
the  general  market  price.  By  what  fatality  fhould 
we  obfl-inately  perfift  in  keeping  our  merchandize 
below  the  current  price  between  Nations,  to  lofe 
continually  by  all  we  buy  of  and  all  we  fell  to  Fo- 
reigners. We  in  1748,  1749,  and  1750,  felt  this 
by  forrowful  experience.  From  the  time  we  unfor- 
tunately forbad  the  Exportation,  our  neighbours 
had  encouraged  and  rewarded  the  exportation  of 
Corn.  They  tilled  with  emulation,  their  fields 
were  covered  with  harvefts ;  and  in  thofe  years  of 
want,  we  who  formerly  ufed  to  fell  them  Wheat, 
were  obliged  to  pay  them  the  tribute  of  that  en- 
couragement which  they  gave  their  fellow-citizens. 
In  thofe  three  Years,  iheEngliJh  received  fromFrancg 
10,465,000  Livres. 

The  confequences  of  this  bad  adminiftration  are, 
firft,  that  France  dare  not  cultivate  more  than  her 
own  wants  require ;  and  not  being  able  ever  to 
elevate  her  views  above  what  is  barely  neceflary,  fhe 
muft  infallibly  often  fall  below,  and  confequently 
remain  expofed  to  all  the  accidents  of  bad  feafons  and 
Ihort  Crops. 

Secondly,  that  flie  can  never  make  her  Corn  an 
objed  of  Comn^erce. 

Thirdly  that  fhe  generally  lofes,  although  (he 
may  fometimes  gain. 

In  fhort,  that  her  Agriculture  muft  continually 
remain  in  a  declining  ftatc,  whilft  that  of  her  neigh- 
bours becomes  daily  more  fiouriihing. 

France 
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..  France^  if  well  cultivated,  can  never  dread  the  fu- 
periority  of  other  Nations  in  any  thing;  and  fhe 
would  have  been  but  too  happy,  if  by  prohibitive 
regulations  fhe  had  not  herfelf  fhut  the  door  againft 
the  labour  and  induftry  of  her  ovi^n  inhabitants. 
The  time  virill  come  poflibly,  w^hen  every  Nation^ 
reduced  to  the  exportation  of  its  ow^n  grow^th,  will 
be  of  value  only  in  proportion  to  its  extent,  the  fer- 
tility of  its  foil,  and  its  fituation.  France^  in  all 
thefe  refpeds,  hath  the  greateft  advantages :  She 
produceth  Corn  equal  ta  the  moft  fertile  Countries ; 
frequently  for  a  year  and  half^^fometimes  for  two  years, 
and  yet  is  always  in  fear  of  want.  There  is  no 
caufe  to  fear  that  in  fcarce  years,  which  is  the  fame 
as  to  fay  dear  years ;  Corn  fhould  be  exported  for 
fale  in  places  where  it  is  in  plenty,  and  at  a  lower 
price  :  there  is  no  foundation  for  fuch  fear  only  in 
the  cafe  when  all  Europe  fhall  be  affli£^ed  with  want. 
The  facility  of  a  free  trade  is  a  remedy  as  well  for 
Scarcity^  as  for  th^  too  great  plenty  of  merchandife, 
which  is  naturally  carried  where  it  is  moft 
wanted. 

The  Liberty  of  exportation  is  about  to  remove 
thofe  barriers  that  laid  a  reftraint,  which  attacks 
the  foundations  of  Society.  The  people  will  be  no 
longer  forbid  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  labour,  Corn 
will  no  longer  in  France  be  a  merchandife  prohi- 
bited or  conterband.  We  may  give  ourfelves  up 
to  the  flattering  hopes  of  feeing  plenty  revive,  and  by 
a  neceflary  confequence,  a  flourifhing  trade  which 
always  follows  plenty  of  Merchandife. 

Is  it  neceflary  to  fay  more.  Gentlemen,  to  eftabllfh 
confidence  and  tranquility,  when  we  are  furniflied 
with  true  principles  we  need  never  fear,  but  we  (hall 
draw  juft  conclufions.—  Objeds 
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Obje6ts  of  fo  great  an  extent,  which  tend  to 
increafe  the  revenues  of  the  King,  and  the  Nation, 
are  not  confined,  as  appears,  to  furnifhing  Bread  for 
the  markets  j  that  fupply,  although  eflential,  is  only 
one  branch  of  national  ceconomy,  of  which  the  Corn- 
trade  is  the  agent  and  general  fpring;  in  as  much 
as  it  impreffes  the  motion  of  buying  and  felling  on  all 
the  reft;  neverthelefs,  as  this  is  one  of  the  moft 
important  points  of  the  legiflation,  and  that  which 
ftrikes  moft  forcibly  on  the  mind  of  the  people,  it  is 
right  to  make  them  eafy  in  regard  thereto,  and  to 
prevent  their  fears.  There  ought  to  be  a  conftant 
proportion  between  the  price  of  Corn  and  that  of 
I^read,  there  are  feveral  Cities  in  this  province  where 
t'lere  is  not,  at  leaft  where  it  is  not  either  enough 
known  or  exa61:ly  obferved  *. 

A  public  regulation,  or  table  is  wanting,  which 
fhould  exprefs  what  the  value  of  Bread  ought  to 
be  in  proportion  to  that  of  the  Setier  of  Corn,  and  I 
am  preparing  to  lay  fuch  a  Table  before  you. 

It  remains  to  fpeak  to  you,  Gentlemen,  of  the  re- 
ftridions  laid  by  the  Edi(Sl  on  the  free  exportation, 
we  could  have  wifhed,  that  the  Liberty  had  been 
entire  and  indefinite  in  all  the  Ports,  that  there 
were  no  limitation  to  reftrain  that  liberty,  that 
the  exportation  were  exempt  from  all  duties  ; 
becaufe  freedom  only  can  extend  and  fupport  the 
fale  of  any  merchandife,  and  promote  the  confump- 
tion;  feeing  that  the  leaft  obftruilion  ftops  the  courfe; 
becaufe  the  leaft  duty  on  buying  or  felling  (for  they 
are  both  the  fi.me)  is  an  impofition  vvhich  dries  up 
the  fource,  becaufe,  in  fine,  tJtie  augmentation  of 
the  expences  of  tranfportation  caufeth  the  Nation 
to  loofe  confiderable  revenues,  and  neceftarily  de^ 
ftroys  its  competition  with  other  Nations, 

*  Some  lines  relating  to  this  matter  are  here,  and  in 
the  following  page  omitted,  as  being  only  local. 
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But  I  do  not  mean  to  confider  thofe  reftriflions, 
nor  yet  thofe  duties  contained  in  the  Edict,  as 
matters  of  revenue,  the  Edi<5t  bears  too  much  the 
marks  of  the  King's  beneficence  and  love  for  his 
people.  Convinced  of  the  truth  of  thofe  princi- 
ples, v^'hich  are  there  eftabliflied  with  fuch  force 
and  dignity,  he  hath  paid  fome  attention  to  popular 
Fears,  v^hich,  tho'  with  little  foundation,  are  natural 
to  indigence.  He  perhaps  thought  prejudices,  which 
had  taken  root  by  long  ufe,  ought  rather  to  be  de- 
ftroyed  by  experience  than  authority. 

It  is  then  concurring  with  thofe  views  to  make 
reprefentations  to  him  in  this  refpect,  which  are 
for  the  good  of  the  State. 

To  remove  all  uneafmefs  from  thofe  who  are  not 
as  yet  fully  convinced  of  the  advantages  which  fuch 
a  freedom  of  trade  muft  produce:  his  Majefly  hath 
thought  proper  to  fix  a  price,  above  which  all  ex- 
portation out  of  the  Kingdom  fhall  be  prohibited. 

It  is  fixed  at  12  livres  10  fous  the  quintal,  by  the 
fixth  Article  of  the  EdicSt,  and  it  is  there  ordered, 
that  when  that  price  jQiall  be  kept  up  in  the  fame 
place  for  three  following  market  days,  the  liberty 
(hall  remain  fufpended  in  fuch  place,  and  to  re- 
ftore  it,  application  muft  be  made  to  the  Minifter  of 
the  Finances.  There  is  no  inconvenience  in 
fixing  12  livres  10  fous,  as  we  have  feen  by  the 
average  price  of  Corn  in  the  general  market  of 
Europe ;  but  have  we  not  reafon  to  fear,  that  fome 
covetous  perfons  may,  by  fome  private  practices,  raife 
the  price  of  Corn  for  a  few  days,  to  the  end  that  the 
Port  may  be  fhut,  and  they  take  advantage  of  the 
fall  in  the  price,  which  will  neceffarily  follow  the 
prohibition.  It  would  appear  then  right,  to  pre- 
vent monopoly,    that   the   export   being   abfolutely 

prohibited 
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prohibited,  when  the  price  fhall  be  kept  up  at  30 
livres  the  fetier,  or,  that  which  is  the  fame  thing, 
at  12  livres  10  fous  the  quintal  during  three  follow- 
ing Markets;  it  fhould  be  alfo  reftored  abfolutely 
when  during  three  Markets  the  price  of  the  Setier 
fhall  be  below. 

It  appears  that  in  limiting  the  number  of  ports,  a 
riew  was  had  to  the  advantage  of  having  regular  ac- 
counts of  the  importation  and  exportation  :  But  give 
me  leave  to  remark,  on  the  other  hand,  that  this  re- 
gulation confines  the  good  intentions  of  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  is  even  contrary  to  the  Spirit  of  the 
Edi(S^ ;  for  the  principles  which  are  there  efta- 
blifhed  are  true  throughout,  br  not  at  all.  To  fix 
a  certain  number  of  ports  is  to  favour  a  fmall  part  of 
the  fabje6ls  at  the  expence  of  the  reft,  and  to  pre- 
judice the  greateft  part.  It  would  appear  more  na- 
tural, that  exportation  fliould  be  permitted  without 
diftin6lion  from  all  ports,  at  leaft,  from  all  thof^ 
were  there  are  Commiflaries  capable  to  keep  a  re- 
gifter  of  exports  and  imports.  We  may  venture  to 
affirm,  moreover,  that  the  number  of  twenty  feven 
ports  throughoiit  zWFrance  is  too  inconfiderable,  that 
fix  ports  for  Brittany  are  not  fufficient,  the  fourth 
Article  hath  fixed  eight  for  Normandy^  whofe  coafts 
are  not  fo  extenfive. 

From  St.  Malo^  *  to  Morlaix  there  5re  forty  of  fifty 
leagues  of  Coaft,  where  no  ports  are  appointed,  in 
which  are  comprehended  the  Bifhoprics  of  St.  Malo^ 
St.  Brieux  and  Treguier^  countrys  which  are  as  fruit- 
ful in  Corn  as  any  other  part  of  theProyince.  There 

we 

*  Such  readers  as  are  scquainted  with  the  coaft  of 
France,  will  beft  undcriland  the  force  of  what  is  hera 

advanced. 
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we  find  the  ports  of  Leguay,  or  St.  Brieux,  Binicy 
Pontrieuxy  Treguier  and  Lannion.  From  Morlaix  to 
Breji^  eighteen  or  twenty  leagues  of  Coaft  in  which 
no  port  is  mentioned.  From  Br  eft  to  Port  Louis 
twenty  five  or  thirty  leagues  of  Coaft,  where  might 
have  been  mentioned  Audurne^  ^imper^  Pont  Y Ahhe^ 
Pont  iAvoine^  Concarneau,  &c.  from  whence  much 
Grain  is  brought.  Alfo  Hennihonde  and  Auray  be-^ 
tween  Port  Louis  and  Vannes.  Croific^  Rebon^  &C. 
between  Vannes  and  Nantes,  All  thefe  places  are 
fruitful  in  Corn,  and  if  there  is  no  other  view  but  to 
have  entries,  there  are  in  all  thefe  Ports,  even  the 
fmalleft,  Commiffaries  of  the  Ports  and  Harbours, 
Commiflaries  on  duty,  or  Controllers,  who  may  take 
the  entries  and  duties,  keep  a  regifter  of  the  impor- 
tations and  exportations. 

If  it  is  faid,  that  from  thefe  Ports  the  Merchant 
may  tranfport  to  thofe  which  are  mentioned ;  befides 
that  it  is  a  confiderable  increafe  of  charges,  the 
rifk  of  the  veflels,  and  of  necelHty  a  diminution  of 
the  value  of  the  merchandife  ;  it  will  be  a  fubjedt  of 
chicanery  and  difputes  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
miifaries,  in  regard  to  the  quantity  of  Corn,  Grain 
he.  for  the  difcharge  of  the  fecurity,  and  confequently 
an  embarrafment  to  the  trade.  Ought  it  to  be  ne- 
ceffary,  for  example,  from  Paimbcsuf^  which  is  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Loire^  to  go  up  that  river  as  far  as 
Kantes^  to  make  an  entry  ?  or  will  the  CommiiTary 
at  Nantes  be  contented  with  that  which  fhall  have 
been  made  at  Paimhtzuf? 

I  add,  that  a  liberty  to  go  from  every  port  would 
favour  the  French  navigation,  which  is  one  of  the 
objeds  which  his  Majefty  had  in  view,  for  from 
thence  would  arife  an  increafe  of  navigation  from 
place  to  place,  and  port  to  port ;  it  is  well  known, 
that  the  coafting  trade  is  the  fchool  in  v/hich  the  beft 
mariners  are  bred,  ^  ^  %  It 
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It  is  true,  that  In  order  to  encourage  this  navi* 
gation  the  Edict  fecures  to  Fretich  vefTels  and  mari- 
ners cxclufively  of  all  others  the  tranfportation  of 
Grain  :  But  to  make  a  profit  of  this  priviledge  we 
have  perhaps  neither  vcUels,  nor  Sailors  enough.  No 
one  is  ignorant  that  the  price  of  freight  in  France  is 
more  confiderable  than  with  many  other  Nations,  it 
is  therefore  thought,  it  would  be  proper  to  befeech 
his  y\?Y-{!ty  to  give  permiffion  to  make  ufe  of  all  veffels 
without  diftinition,  at  leaft,  for  two  or  three  years. 

As  to  the  duties  which  are  eltabliftied  by  the  fe- 
venth  Article  of  the  Edi6t,  although  they  have  no 
other  view  than  to  obtain  an  exa6l  account  of  the 
Corn  which  fhall  be  brought  into  the  Kingdom,  and 
that  fhall  be  carried  out,  the  difference  of  one  per 
Cent  in  the  Duty  of  entry  upon  Wheat,  and  of  three 
per  Cent  on  Rye,  and  other  inferior  Grain,  may  ap- 
pear extraordinary,  in  as  much  as  in  fhort  years,  when 
only  importation  can  take  place,  this  difFerence  would 
turn  to  the  di  fad  vantage  of  the  poor,  who  for  the  moft 
part  live  only  on  Rye.  In  fhort,  the  emolument  which 
can  arife  from  all  thefe  duties  is  fo  inconfiderable  for 
the  finances  of  his  Majelty,  and  the  damage  which  a- 
rifeth  to  his  fubje6tsis  fo  great,  by  the  immenfe  di- 
minution of  the  whole  price  of  the  Corn  of  the  King- 
dom, that  we  are  perfuaded  his  Majefty  would  be 
plcafed  to  (upprefs  them  ;  or,  at  leaft,  moderate  them^ 
^nd  order  that  they  fhall  not  be  ever  increafed  upon 
any  pretence  whatfoever. 

I  thought,  Gentlemen,  thefe  reprefentations  necef- 
fary:  they  have  no  other  end  but  to  accomplifh  the 
views  of  his  Majefty,  and  thofe  tend  only  to  favour 
ourcompetition  w^ith  oiher  Nations  in  the  Corn-trade: 
But  wc  ought  not  to  flatter  ourfelves  to  fucceea 
foonj     v/hiiil;     the   duties     though     moderate,    the 

fetters 
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fetters  with  which  we  bind  trade,  and  the  fcaptinefs  of 
tillage  fhall  continue  to  difcourage  ;  and  our  neighr- 
|)ours  fhall  give  encouragement  to  export. 

So  far  Mr.  Chalotais^  what  he  fays  *  of  the  ge-* 
neral  Average  price  of  Wheat  throughout  Europe 
appears  to  be  founded  on  fa6l,  and  his  obfervatiori 
II  that  except  in  cafe  of  general  want  throughout 
all  Europe,  there  is  no  danger  of  too  large  a  quan^- 
tity  of  Corn  being  exported,  when  at  a  high  price 
is  very  juft  ;  it  can  happen  in  that  cafe  only,  and 
fcarcely  then  ;  for  as  it  muft  be  fuppofed  that  every 
place  will  feel  in  fome  meafure  the  general  want, 
and  Corn  cannot  be  very  cheap  any  where  :  every 
nation  will  at  fuch  times  be  too  much  on  its  guard 
to  be  drained  of  the  Corn  neceffary  for  the  fubfiftence 
ofthe  people;  and  the  very  orders  which  will  be  received, 
as  they  will  chiefly  be  commiffions  ^orfupply^  andcon- 
fequently  without  limitation  of  price,  will  dl redly 
raife  the  market,  and  immediately  give  the  alarm  i 
however,  it  is  a  very  proper  argument  to  quiet  the 
minds  of  the  people.  And  the  K-^xtnor  ot  Reflexions 
fur  la  Police  des  Grains  en  France^  et  en  Angletterre^  §. 
in  order  to  convince  them  that  fo  much  Corn  cannot 
be  exported  from  France  as  to  be  hurtful,  whilft 
other  nations  have  fo  m^jch  to  fp are,  gives  %  the  an- 
nual  average  ofthe  exports  from  Europe^  as  follows^ 

Viz,  S^^tier^ 

England  for  2^  Ye2ivs  avcage f  1,020,00a 

Poland^  Dantzick^  the  1\ or zh  dud  Holland    7,350,00^ 
Sicily y   Barbary  and  Jrclipelayo         —         1,630,000 

Total   1 0,000,000 

G  g  2  That, 

•  Pa^e  219  II  page  221 

§  At  Paris  1764.  I  Page  49. 

f  That  is  552,500  Quarters  :  this  exceeds  the  general 
Average,  and  falls  fhort  of  ^hat  of  the  lall  39  yc^ir :  But; 

it 
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That  is,  about  5,417,000  Quarters  London  mea- 
fure,  and  if  the  growth  of  France,  as  he  fays 
II  exclufive  of  the  feed,  which  the  French  Authors 
fet  at  about  one  fixth  thereof,  is  35,000,000  of 
Setiers,  or  18,958,333  London  QnTcrttxs,  befides  feed. 
What  reafon  can  the  French  have  to  fear  that  too 
great  a  quantity  will  be  exported  by  them,  when 
the  exports  of  all  Europe  doth  not  amount  to  one 
third  of  their  own  growth :  and  as  our  growth, 
bcfides  feed,  f  appears  to  be  two  thirds  of 
theirs,  our  fears  feem  much  worfe  founded,  at  leaft 
in  common  cafes,  and  when  the  want  is  not  gene- 
ral throughout  all  Europe"^  ;  fmce  the  number  of  our 
people  in  England  is  never  eftimated  at  half  the  num- 
ber of  thofe  in   France. 

CHAPTER     VIII. 

REMARKS   and   OBSERVATIONS  on  the 
foregoing  COLLECTION. 

'TpHE  Author  of  the  foregoing  colledlion  thinks 
•■'  himfelf  bound  to  acknowledge  the  many  obli- 
gations he  is  under  for  the  feveral  remarks  and  ob- 
fervations  he  hath  received  relative  thereto.  The 
moft  material  of  which  came  after  this  Edition  was 
near  printed  ofF,  and  confequently  too  late  to  be 
noted  therein.     The  purport  of  them  are,  viz. 

1.  That  the  calculations  are  different  in  different 
parts  thereof:  let  the  reader  pleafe  to  efteem  the  pa- 
pers as  diftincl  works,  wrote  at  different  times,  and 
take  which  he  likes  beft. 

2.  That  fuppofing  certain  other  general  princi^ 
pies,  OTHER  conclufions  may  be  drawn  ;    the  princi"" 

it  is  near  enough  for  general  argument.  Qrs. 

Average  of  the  laft  39  years  — »-ww         ^98,448 

General  Average  — 487,411 

See  before  page  113. 

li  Page  48.  i  Page  144.     *  Seepage  227. 
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pies  here  argued  from  are  founded  on  Fa6ls,  which 
feem  well  eftablifhed  j  therefore  they  are  not  afFeded 

by  OTHERS. 

3.  That  many  of  the  Arguments  will  not  hold 
good  in  all  places  :  thefe  are  meant  only  as  generai 
arguments  for  the  whole  Kingdom. 

That  the  hint  thrown  cut,  *  that  fome  are  of 
opinion  J  that  if  Oats  were  to  be  charged  5s.  lod.  till 
1 8s.  is  wrong,  and  no  good  reafon  appears  why 
they  {hould  not  be  imported  at  the  prefent  low  duty  ; 
as  the  praiSlice  is  of  very  great  benefit  in  places  where 
poor"  people  confume  Oats  in  Bread.  And  there 
feems  much  more  need  to  give  (om^ public  encourage*- 
ment  for  the  increafmg  the  Growth  of  Oats  at 
home,  by  a  Bounty  on  that  Grain  when  exported, 
or  by  a  premium  for  the  cultivation  of  wafte  or  heathy 
lands  in  Oats,  than  to  alter  the  old  fdutary  pra6lice. 

Further,  it  will  be  found  when  examined  into, 
that  though  Wheat  and  Barley  bear  a  much  higher 
price  in  proportion  than  Oats  juft  now,  yet,  this 
laft  article  has  been  advancing  more  fteadily  for  a 
number  of  years  laft  paft  ;  and  the  Growth  feems 
more  and  more  unequal  to  the  Confumption ;  and  if 
.  the  I/egiflature  doth  not  give  fome  encouragement  to 
this  Grain,  it  feems  probable,  there  muft  be  an  Im- 
portation of  it  in  foirie  parts  of  the  Kingdom  or  other 
every  year. 

5.  That  the  arguments  for  continuing  the  fame 
Bounties,  and  payable  to  the  fame  prices,  are  not  to 
be  withftood  :  how  then  comes  it  that  it  is  faid,  § 
*'  that  without  any  great  rifk  we  might  either  continue 
*'  the  fame  Bounties,  but  payable  to  lelTer  prices,  fay 
*'  Wheat  to  40s.  and  the  reft  in  proportion  ;  or  reduce 
**  thera,  fay  one  third,  and  continue  to  pay  them  to 
*'  the  fame  prices  as  at  prefent  ;'*  for  though  experi- 

cnct 

♦  Page  48.  §  Page  91. 


230  SUPPLEMENT.    Chap.  VIII, 

ence  teaches  us,  that,  but  a  fmall  Quantity  of  Whe^t 
is  ever  exported  when  it  exceeds  40s.  even  with 
the  Bounty,  and  without  it  there  would  moft  prob-f 
ably  be  none,  (o  that  it  might  have  no  great  influence 
on  the  Market;  yet  it  never  can  be  urged  as  a  fufficient 
reafon  for  making  an  alteration  in  this  refpedt  merely 
becaufe  no  hurt  can  enfue,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  any 
Legiflators  will  pafs  an  A61  but  with  a  manifeft  view 
of  doing  good  j  and  not  when  the  efFedls  may  or 
can  be  only  nugatory,    and  can  do  harm. 

6.  That  the  making  a  comparifon  of  the  prices 
of  Corn,  fmce  with  thofe  before  the  Bounty,  §  is 
going  too  far  back ;  we  (hould  not  go  further  than 
forty  years  back,  as  there  is  a  neceflity  that  the  ma- 
nufaci:urer  fhould  always  have  bread  cheap,  in  order 
to  enable  him  to  underwork  other  nations,  and  be- 
caufe within  forty  years  he  hath  been  loaded  with 
many  7jeiv  taxes. 

The  matter  under  confideration  is  to  enquire,  if 
the  Bounty  hath  done  any  good :  now  how  can  this  be 
known,  but  by  comparing  the  prices  of  Corn  befor-e 
and  after  it  took  place. 

As  to  the  necefllty  that  the  manufacturer  fhould 
always  have  bread  cheap  to  enable  him  to  underwork 
other  nations,  and  becaufe  within  forty  years  he  hath 
been  loaded  with  many  new  taxes ;  It  is  notorious 
that  the  Farmer  and  Landowner  bear  a  full  proportion 
of  thofe  very  taxes,  which  were  impofed,  not  to  pro- 
mote and  protect  Agriculture,  fo  far  as  it  regards  the 
Growth  of  Corn  at  leaft,  but,  to  promote  and  prote6l 
the  Sale  of  our  Manufactures  abroad:  in  order  to  ob- 
tain which,  no  reafonable  Expences  ought  to  be  fpared. 

And  yet  Wheat,  when  the  prices  thereof  are  compar- 
ed either  with  thofe  of  other  nations,  or  with  what  our 

Forefathers 
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Forefathers  gave  for  it  in  the  laft  century,  although 
money  was  then  as  dear  again,  will  be  found  to  hav« 
been  cheap  during  that  period. 

What  is  there  but  Corn,  and  the  labour  of  the  ma- 
hufadlurer  thereof,  if  the  labourers  in  the  field  may  be 
fo  called,  that  hath  not  confiderably  rifen  in  value 
witnin  forty  years  ?  have  the  wages  of  the  hufbandmaii 
been  raifed  in  proportion  with  thofe  given  to  other 
workmen  ?  he  cannot  with  the  labour  of  four  days  fup- 
port  himfelf  and  family  a  week. 

Is  it  any  reafon,  becaufe  all  other  things  are  grown 
dearer,  that  Corn  which  on/y  hath  continued  moderate 
fhould  be  further  reduced  ? 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  poflible  to  grov^  Corn  much 
cheaper  than  it  was  on  the  average  from  1726  toi765j 
and  yet  there  feems  no  doubt  that  if  it  can  be  done,  it 
muft  be  efFecled  by  continuing  to  give  all  proper  en- 
couragement to  tillage  and  promoting  a  due  circulati- 
on in  the  Corn-trade  :  At  leaft  we  may  be  aflured  that, 
with  years  of  common  plenty,  under  fuch  regulations 
it  will  not  be  dearer,  and  be  one  great  mearts  of  fup- 
porting  the  neceflary  expences  of  the  nation  and  with- 
out encreafmg,  at  leaft  in  any  great  degree,  the  falary 
of  the  Hufbandman. 

7.  That  the  ftating  the  average  of  all  the  years  * 
is  wrong  :  the  dear  years  (hould  have  been  left  out  ; 
and  then  it  would  not  appear  that  Wheat  hath  beeri 
fo  much  cheaper  on  the  average  fmce  the  Botmty 
took  place. 

This  deferves  a  particular  anfwer. 

It  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  had  thefe  averages 

been  ftruck  with  a  view  to  point  out,    that  the  pric» 

of  Wheat  hath  been  folow  that  the  plow  is  forfaken, 

and 
*  Page  105, 
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and  the  country  left  defolate,  as  in  France;  the 
dear  prices  Ihould  have  been  left  out  here,  as  the 
French  Authors  have  done  with  great  propri- 
ety i  *  for  the  Farmers  reap  very  little,  or  rather 
no  advantage  from  fuch  dear  years,  as  the  fhort- 
nefs  of  the  Crop  does  generally  more  than  counterbal- 
lance  the  advance  of  price. 

But  the  people  pay  thofe  high  prices  although  fo- 
reigners only  gain  thereby  and  not  the  Farmer^  and  it 
is  not  what  the  Farmers  gain,  but  v/hat  the  peo^  pay 
is  the  matter  under  confideration  :  and  that  be;fore"^e 
Bounty,  they  paid  more  than  they  have  done  fmce,  is 
an  undoubted  Fail  3  and  yet  our  Farmers  are  far  from 
thofe  difireiled  circumlbnces  as  the  Frejich  Farmers  are 
faid  to  be  in,  although  they  received  on  the  average 
19  I'lvres  aSetiery  i.  e,  about  31J.  lOu'.  a  London  quar- 
ter, from  1725  to  1745  t  >  whereas  cur  own  Farmers 
received,  during  the  fame  time,  only  29J.  lod. 

Therefore  the  flriking  thofe  years  out  by  the  French 
authors  is  ri^ht,  and  the  leaving  them  in  here  is  not 
wrong  ;  and  let  it  be  noted,  how  often  fuch  dear  year$ 
came  round  before  the  Bounty,  to  what  they  hava 
done  fmce,  and  to  what  height  the  prices  fometimesrofe. 
The  French  find  their  Farmers  cannot  live  by  the 
prefent  prices,  and  argue  for  an  export  to  raife  them  : 
We  iind  our  Farmers  thrive  at  the  prefent  prices,  al- 
though lower  than  with  them,  and  finding  that  they 
liave  fallen  fince  the  export  took  place,  therefore  wc 
argue  for  the  continuation  thereof,  as  not  only  the 
moft  likely,  but  alfo  the  mofl  certain  means  to  keep 
them  down  :  for  it  is  inconfulent  to  think,  that  thofe 

who 
*  See  EJfai  fur  la  Felice  Generale  des  Grains ,  at  Berlin f, 
I7«»5'  P^2e  243,  &c. 
^  See  Police  des  Grains,  255.     ^  Page  105, 
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who  live  in  an  exporting  Country  fliould  pay  more 
for  their  Corn  than  thofe  who  live  in  an  importing 
Country :  was  any  ever  known  to  buy  at  a  high 
price  to  fell  at  a  lower  ? 

8.  That  the  value  of  the  gains  and  favings  which 
have  been  made  by  the  export  are  much  under  valued, 
§  particularly,  that  there  hath  been  Corn  to  the  Value 
of  1 00,000  ;f.  or  1 20,000  ;f.  every  year  fince 
the  Union  carried  to  Scotland,  where  it  was  pro- 
hibited before ;  which  fhould  be  added  to  the  account: 
as  fhould  alfo  the  Oats  and  Peafe  exported  on  foreign 
Veflels  to  the  account  of  Growth  j  but  the  accounts 
of  thefe  exports  were  never  made    up. 

That  the  number  of  people,  the  quantity  ufed  for 
feed  *,  and  the  quantities  of  Peas  and  Beans  are 
much  under- rated:  and  confequently,  by  not  bringing 
them  into  the  account,  %  that  the  annual  Grov/th  is 
eftimated  much  too  low. — Therefore  the  Export  hath 
not  borne  fo  high  a  proportion  to  the  Growth  as  is 
calculated,  and  this  confirms  that  it  bears  but  a  very 
little  proportion  to  a y?;^^// failure  in  the  Crop  §. 

10.  That  many  people  in  Wales  eat  Oat-bread, 
whereas  it  is  fuppofed,  fthere  is  none  eat  there;  whe- 
ther they  eat  Oat-bread,  or  that  made  of .  any  other 
Grain  is  immaterial;  the  whole  Growth  v^iUbe  nearly 
the  fame. 

That 
Hh 

^  Page  137. 

*  That  one  ninth  for  England  would  be  nearer,  for 
that  in  fome  parts  a  fixth  is  ufed  ;  and  if  the  proportion 
was  to  be  reckoned  for  Scotlandy  one  fifth  of  the  Growth 
will  be  found  upon  an  anjerage  of  the  different  Grains  and 
years  to  be  under  the  quantity  that  is  ufed  for  feed.  Wheat 
included. 

J  Page  144,  %  Page  22.         f  Page  158. 
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11.  That  eftimating  the  whole  number  ofHorfes§ 
eight-fold,  thofe  in  London^  is  rating  them  too  high  j 
and  that  fuppofmg  ||,  two  quarters  of  Oats  to  make 
one  quarter  of  Oatmeal  is  wrong,  it  will  take  two 
quarters  three  bufhels ;  therefore  the  Oats  ufed  for 
Meal  is  much  under-rated,  let  this  ballance  the  error 
in  regard  to  Horfes. 

12.  That  it  is  manifeft  from  experience,  that 
theold  Laws,  againft  Engroffers,  %  ^c*  ^o  J^ot  an- 
fwer  the  ends  for  which  they  were  made,  are  not  fuit- 
able  to  the  prefent  times,  tend  to  difcourage  tillage  by 
preventing  a  freedom  in  the  Corn-trade,  and  when- 
ever they  are  put  in  force,  which  they  at  any  time 
may  when  Wheat  exceeds  48s.  always  make  the 
price  of  Grain  higher  than  it  would  otherwife  be,  by 
flopping  the  circulation  thereof;  and  not  only  caufe, 
but  alfo  make  more  grevious  the  evil  they  were  cal- 
culated to  prevent.  That  therefore  there  feems  an 
abfolute  necefTity  to  repeal  them,  and  to  pafs  "An  A6t 
*'  to  encourage  Tillage  and  lower  the  price  of  Corn, 
*'  by  regulating  the  Corn-trade  in  this  Kingdom,  en- 
*'  couraging  the  tranfportatioa  thereof  from  place  to 
*'  place  within  the  Kingdom,  and  particularly  from 
'*  the  growing  to  the  manufacturing  Counties,  fe- 
"  curing  of  the  property  and  protecting  of  the  per- 
"  fons  of  thofe  who  fhall  lawfully  deal  therein,  or  in 
"  any  branch  of  the  faid  trade,  and  punifhing  fuch 
*'  who  fhall  be  guilty  of  any  male  practices  in  carry- 
*'  ing  on  the  fame." 

13.  That  fmce  the  Bounty  hath  had  fuch  an  ef- 
fed  as  to  caufe  Wheat  to  be  fo  much  cheaper,   that 

it 

\  Page  202         li  Page  128.      J  See  Page  49. 
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it  *'  is  become  much  more  generally  the  food  of  the 
••  common  people  fince  1689,  than  it  was  before  that 
**  time,  "  *  and  it  cofts  Sixpence  a  week  more 
to  feed  a  poor  man  with  Wheat  than  Rye,  § 
it  is  infifted  that,  it  is  not  only  unneceftkry 
but  alfo  unreafonable  to  continue  to  pay  it  as  high  as 
48s.  and  it  ought  either  to  be  paid  to  a  lefs  price,  or 
entirely  taken  ofF,  in  order  to  keep  Wheat  within 
reach  of  the  poor  ;  That  is,  as  the  giving  the  Bounty 
on  Wheat  hath  made  it  cheaper  than  it  ufed  to  be,  fo 
the  forbearing  to  give  it  will  mskeh  cheaper  llill. 

Thus  have  we  to  the  beft  of  ^ur  abilities  fairly  fla* 
ted  the  purport  of  every  material  Remark  and  Ohferva- 
iiofiy  both  for  and  againlt  the  foregoing  Coluollcny 
which  have  either  been  communicated  to,  or  occurred 
to  us  J  and  which  it  appeared  neceflary  to  lay  before 
the  Public^  as  the  aiFair  of  Corn  cannot  be  too  well 
underftood,  or  too  maturely  and  difpalTionately  con- 
fidered  under  every  view,  whether  it  regards  thq 
growth  and  internal  circulation,  or  the  exportation 
jmd  importation  thereof,  or  the  part  we  bear  in  thg 
Trade  thereof  in  Europe. 

♦  Sep  Page  182.        J  See  Page  194, 
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